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Introduction

It has been a little more than half a century since the study of political culture in
Western societies and the origin of modern sociologists; it seems that the
tendency to study this issue in Iran and the belief in its role in political
developments has increased in the last decade. The development of political
culture is a prerequisite for political development, and the political development
of societies is always assessed by political culture.

As one of the earliest theorists in this field, Gabriel Almond defines political
culture as a model of individual attitudes and orientations toward politics among
members of a system (Sharif, 2002:27). Political culture itself can be divided
into two mass political culture and the elites. Elite political culture deals with the
attitudes, feelings, and behavioral patterns of those who have achieved active
roles within the political system through the political employment workflow and
have a direct impact on system outputs (Lucien Pai, 161: 2000). In Iran, likewise,
there are two different perspectives on the elite political culture; as some
researches such as Emami (2000) and Vardizadeh (2005) show that inappropriate
political culture of elites is considered as one of the reasons of inaccessibility to
political development. Saravani (2004) and Ebrahimabadi (2005) also in separate
studies pointed to the revolution of elite political culture and believed in the
revolution of the political culture of these political actors in society. Therefore,
both groups consider political culture as a prerequisite to achieve the social
development and prosperity. Such beliefs, attitudes, and affairs, on the other
hand, represented as the underlying factors and constituents of political culture
are influenced by various forms and aspects of socio-cultural and economic
factors.
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It seems that one of the factors that can play a significant role in
institutionalizing the political culture of the elite in society is social capital.
Lynch and Kapalan have introduced social capital as a kind of capital
accumulation and networks creating social solidarity, social commitment and
finally a kind of individual self-esteem (Lynch and Kaplan, 1997: 307).

Social capital has three dimensions in recent studies: intra-group, extra-group
and communication, with the concentrating on the extra-group dimension in the
present study.

The components of extra-group social capital include generalized trust, formal
and informal participation, and the amount of voluntary cooperation and extra-
group communication networks with others. Extra-group social capital in Iran,
due to its traditional context, has usually been inconspicuous because in societies
where the traditional and cultural contexts are ethnic and tribal-based, people
trust more in their own group and race and usually differentiates between
themselves and the other, so the social capital within the group will be increased
(Moeineddini et al., 2013). The erosion of social capital is mentioned as one of
the crises and harms of Iranian society in lots of studies and the researchers
believe that the restoration of social capital, especially the interrelation between
the state and the nation, is an essential agent (Afshani & Jafari, 2016).

Khuzestan province, as one of the provinces rich in underground resources in
Iran, has encountered many cultural, economic and social problems. According
to Bastani and Razmi (2014), Khuzestan province is ranked 16th in terms of the
social capital in the country. It is assumed that the extra-group social capital in
Khuzestan province is at the extremely low level due to its tribal and ethnic
structure, so that many people in their social and political relationships rely more
on intra-group relations and place a boundary between themselves and the other,
which, in addition to increasing social solidarity and unity among the people, has
dominated this intra-group culture at high levels of elites political culture and
power in the province. Therefore, according to the present article, we have
sought to investigate the relationship between extra-group social capital and
political culture of the elites in Khuzestan. The selected theoretical framework in
this study can also be drawn as follows:

Table (1). Summarized theoretical framework

Rk . . . Components . f A A
Variable Dimensions/theorist 2 e Variable Dimensions/theorist
Trust
Coleman, -
In:’raa\t—ngar%up Bourdieu, Limited
Social Patnam Political Tesler
capital Coherence culture Indifferent
Durkheim Actor
Extra-group Participation
Patnam Durkheim Democrat

Methodology

The present study was applied a quantitative approach and a survey method. All
the ruling political elites (governor, governor deputies, parliamentarians, general
managers and their deputies, heads of departments, general governors, mayors
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and their deputies, and the sheriffs of different townships in Khuzestan province)
in Khuzestan province are selected as statistical population (N=448). A sample
of 214 people was selected based on Krejcie and Morgan table using available
sampling method (voluntarily). The required data were collected using a
questionnaire. Face validity was evaluated. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was
used to verify the reliability of the spectra in the questionnaire.

Results & Discussion

The results showed the moderate level of extra-group social capital (61.78) and
the middle average of political culture (19.64). The results also showed that there
is a positive and significant relationship between dimensions of social capital
(trust, cohesion and extra-group participation) and political culture (r=./514). In
general, it can be said that extra-group social capital can bring some changes in
the political culture of the society. The following correlation matrix table
examines the relationship between variable dimensions of social capital and
political culture.

Table (2). Matrix Zero order correlation between dimensions of

independent variable and political culture

TOTAL INDEX OF OUT-OF- EXTRA-GROUP | EXTRAGROUP VARIABLE
EXTRA-GROUP GROUP TRUST COHESION
SOCIAL CAPITAL | PARTNERSHIP
**0/435 EXTRA-GROUP
TRUST
**0/412 **0/406 OUT-OF-GROUP
PARTNERSHIP
0/363%% *0/438 **0/398 TOTAL INDEX OF

EXTRA-GROUP
SOCIAL CAPITAL

*0/514 0/363%% **0/488 **0/328 ELITE POLITICAL
CULTURE

The results of table 1 show that there is a significant relationship between extra-
group trust and elite political culture, so that as the extra-group trust increases,
the amount of elite political culture will increase. As the significance level of this
variable is below 0.5, there is a significant relationship between extra-group
participation and political culture. In another words, with the increase of extra-
group participation, the level of elite political culture will be increased. The
results of the hypothesis regarding the relationship between extra-group social
capital and elite political culture show that there is a positive and significant
relationship between these two variables because the significance level of this
hypothesis is below 0.5, so the above hypothesis is confirmed.

Conclusion

Political culture entered the political literature in the 1980s. Many theorists,
considering their cultural and social context, sought to justify and interpret this
phenomenon in the historical context of society. Extra-group social capital is one
of the factors that can profoundly affect political culture. Social capital generally
refers to the quantity and quality of social relationships that an individual
establishes with other members of society. This paper empirically investigated
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the relationship between social capital and political culture among Khuzestan
political elites.

The results of descriptive research showed that out of 214 participants, 193
(2.90%) were male and only 21 (8.9%) were women. Also, out of 214 members,
127 (3.59%) had a master degree, 49 (9.22%) were undergraduate and only
8.17% had Ph.D. degrees. The results also showed that out of 214 participants,
156 (9.72%) had a third-level job position including governors, mayors and their
deputies, heads of departments. 54 (2.25%) of the sample were placed at the
second level of job position including the general managers of executive
agencies and their deputies. Finally, only 4 (1.9%) of the sample were in the first
level of job position including governors, governor deputies, and
parliamentarians.

The findings regarding research hypotheses showed that there is a significant
relationship between all aspects of social capital (trust, cohesion and
participation) and political culture, so that as trust, cohesion and participation of
elites increase, the level of political culture will be increased.

There is a significant relationship between extra-group cohesion and political
culture among the ruling political elites in Khuzestan province. Accordingly,
whenever elites at the macro level of management have sufficient coherence in
their decision-making and actions, the indicators of political culture among them
will be improved. The more cohesion is among individuals in a political group,
the more democratic and active the elites and members of that group will be.
According to Putnam, social capital plays an important role in participatory and
democratic political culture, and also points to the significant role of resources
such as norms, networks and trust in the improvement of civil society which in
turn, promotes cooperation, cohesion, security and participation.

The findings of this study are consistent with the theory of Granovetter weak
ties. Granovetter believed that coherent relationships among members of a group
lead to poor relations with members of external groups and reduce social capital;
and in contrast, weak intra-group ties create relationships with individuals and
external groups and lead to the creation of social capital (Cybert, 2001).

The results of this study are in line with the findings of Bandois (2011), Ahmadi
Namaki (2013), Rahbar Ghazi et al. (2016), Jutter and Hindles (2012). As there
is a significant relationship between extra-group trust and political culture among
political elites in Khuzestan province, it can be concluded that trust is an
essential factor in political elites at macro-level management. When political
elites have full confidence in each other, they can perform their duties properly,
are more obligated to the rules of the political game, extremely observe the
cultural patterns of society, behave more democratically in political behaviors
and decision-making, become more tolerant and finally, become more sensitive
to the political destiny of their community.

Regarding the significant relationship between extra-group participation and
political culture of the ruling elites in Khuzestan province, if political forces and
elites participate in society and responsibilities and interfere in political decision-
making, they feel more unified with the goals and desires of their political
community. Greater participation of individuals in their responsibilities paves the
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way for their social and political development and their further adherence to the
patterns of predetermined political culture. Such individuals will generally be
more democratic and active in their approaches and ultimately have less political
indifference towards those who do not interfere in social affairs. It can also be
said that the more social capital increases among citizens in a society, the more
they try to make more distance from a limited and subsequent political culture
and move towards a participatory political culture. Society, along with economic
development and progress, requires the promotion of social capital within the
group into extra-group social capital; in other words, the trust and solidarity that
exists among friends, families, and tribes should be promoted to the society.

Keywords: Political Culture, Extra-Group Social Capital, Trust, Participation,
Cohesion.
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