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: Adineh and Donyaye Sokhan published at the mentioned decade were studied
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: dominant discourse (religious-revolutionary discourse) at Keyhane Farhangi
: journal and biased to competing discourse (intellectual-socialism) at Adineh and
: Donyaye Sokhan journals.

Keywords:

Cultural-literary journals, social
commitment, art, ideology,
discourse.

Corresponding author: Seyyedeh Razieh Yasini

Address: Tehran, Research Institute of Culture, Art and Communication.
Tell: 4989123274171
Email: Raziehyasini@yahoo.com

Seyyedeh Razieh Yasini. The Construction of Relation between Art and Social Commitment at Cultural-Literary
Journals in First Decade after Islamic Revolution of Iran.



Sociology of Culture and Art

Volume 4. Issue 1. Spring 2022. Pages 147 to

170

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The artistic- cultural journals are aconsidered as an
important factor affecting cultural changes in Iran
which have reflected the artisic thoughts. These
journals directly or indirectly constructed the
identity of Iranian art in post revolotion era. Thus,
they played a pivotal role in defusion of artistic
thoughts.

The pre revolution dominant discourse in the culture
field, had defined the art in line with “Western
modern art” under modernism paradigm. In this
paradigm, by underlining the “art for art” idea,
derived the commitment of the art and the arist is
just looking for absolute aesthetic experiences. In
contrary to this approach, some of artists close to a
competing sub-discourse which was inclined to
socialism, tacitly or implicitly stressed on the
importance of art commitment. Another exsistantial
thought approach based on authenticity of meaning,
led to formation of some works and emegence of
some artists who believed in priniciples like
freedom, resoponsiblity and authenticity of
existence; principles implied commitment of art and
artist. During pre-revolution developments a
spontaneous and popular art emerged which careless
to official trend of art, commitedly used the
potentials of arts language to realize the ideals of
revolution which was a religious revolution. The
Construction of a transformed meaning on art as a
language is was a result of publishing cultural-
literary journals after Islamic Revolution of Iran in
1979. After the revolution, the publication of
cultural-literary journals led to construction of a
transformed meaning of art as a language.

2- Method

This paper is based on a qualitative method in an
interprative-anlytical examines the paradigms
whichin the ralation of art and commitment in
studied journals has been developed. Thus, themes
of artistic texts of selected journals in the valueism
discourse in post-revolution Iran (1979-1989) have
been analyzed. The research sample includes 97
issues of Farhangi monthly, 70 issues of Donyaye
Sokhan and 80 issues of Adineh 2 weekly. The
related themes to the research subject have been
identified and studied.

3- Results

The constructed themes at some journals,
considered the art in relation to social commitment
from different viewpoints. These attitudes toward art
as referee stands in the field of cultural thought, were
influential on the definition trend of contemporary
art in post revolution Iran. In the process of
constructing a transformed meaning of art in the

1970 and a980 decades, 2 artistic paradigms were
being forme or revitalized.

The artistic journals affiliated to the dominant
discorse, valueism, defined the art arising from
religion and underlined on the commitment of art to
the origin of art, i.e the religion and the post
revolution religious socitey. In contradiction,
journals affiliated to the competitor discourse,
strengthened the leftist intellectual approach to art
and tried to resuscitate it. These journals considered
the art to leftist socailsm but the discursive
confrontation of these journals to dominant and
religious valueism discourse led to implicit
conisderation of this principle (art commintment),
because the dominant discourse stressed on the
religious commitment. Thus, the mentioned journals
tried to apparent ignorance of the art commitment
through inclination to modernism art paradigm,
while they defined the art commitment to a kind of
leftist ideal. Theoretical approch of the paper is
based on the artistic commitment which includes the
artist commitment too. The paper has been
articulated based on xocilogy of art and discourse
theory. Based on the theoretical literature the
approaches of the journals affiliated to both
discourses to artistic commitment have been studeid.
This paper is raising the question; how the cultural-
literary journals dependent to dominant and
competing discourses described the art in relation to
social commitment at the first decade of Y4VvA
revolution? To respond to this question, Yjournals,
i.e., “Keyhane Farhangi”, “Adineh” and “Donyaye
Sokhan” published at the mentioned decade were
studied and the stance of social committed art in
these journals in relation to discursive fields were
analyzed.

4- Conclusion

In this paper, the texts of Keyhan Farngi journal,
representing valueism dominant discourse, Adineh
and Donyaye Sokhan journals representing
competing discourse have been analyzed to find
their interpretation of relation between art and social
commitment in the 1979 t0 1989 era. Based on the
referred analysis, the relation between and social
commitment in 2 discources, i.e; “religious
valueism” and “Socialist intellectual” was studied to
find the thought approach of mentioned journals.
Based on the main comprehensive and organizing
themes of each journal, every 3 journals
acknowledged the commitment in art but thought
trend on the commitment considering the religious
valueism discourse (Keyhane Farhangi) and
nonreligous socialist (Adineh and Donyaye Sokhan)
was founded. In Keyhan Farhangi, the main theme
was “commitment to religious and revolutioary
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ideals in postrevolutioary art” which was
constructed based on “individual commitment of
artist” and “social commitment of art”. In Adineh
journal, 2 themes: “critical study of art as socialsm
activism” and “artists and the necessity of social
commitment” costructed a comprehensive theme
which included: “commitment to social ideals in the
art of post revolutionary Iran”. In Donyaye Sokhan,
2 organizing themes: “the examples of commited
social art” and “develpoment of commited political
art”[Were constructed.

The thematic analysis of selected journals showed Y
approaches in these journals; an approach
considered the art commitment as a necessary issue
to strengthen the revolution and religion ideals and
the other one considered the art commitment as
attention to socialism in a socialistic (left) view, but
in every studied journal, social commitment of art,
is viewed as a mean to expansion of power field
through ideologic artistic production. This approach

cU O U0 d U Ourse elgious-
revolutionary discourse) at Keyhane Farhangi
journal and biased to competing discourse
(intellectual-socialism) at Adineh and Donyaye
Sokhan. The fndl ruuut shoddd hitt oodrrrr bbe hie
rooooa beeeenn art nnd sollll 11 mmmnmmt,
ddoocgllll 1 ppppontt oo rrt nnd pppyynrg 1rt oo
srmnghlnn poiiiiaal porrr sss ttttt tt3 suud...
oairnsss, so hltt rrsssss suudldddnna funoooanssss
ppprocch, non nn. sssnnssssss spprocch.
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