https://jas.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en

Journal of Applied Sociology

E-ISSN: 2322-343X

Vol. 33, Issue 1, No.85, Spring 2022, pp. 1-34
Received: 24.05.2021  Accepted: 17.10.2021

Research Paper
Analysis of Policy-Making in Cultural Economics

Ali Entezari
Associate Professor, Depatment of Sociology, Faculty of social Sciences, AllamehTabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran
.entezari@atu.ac.ir
Fatemeh Derakhshan
Ph.D Student of Cultural Sociology. Depatment of Sociology, Faculty of social Sciences, AllamehTabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran
f-derakhshan@atu.ac.ir

Introduction

According to the prevailing approach to development, the path of growth at its various micro and macro levels has been made
through the production of and focus on high value-added industries like cultural industries in recent decades. According to
UNESCO, cultural economics is a very strategic industry in the national economy in most developed countries in the world and
governments have played an important role in it. Policy-making in the process of production, distribution, and consumption of
cultural products is one of the most well-known and important tasks of governments throughout the world, which is considered as
the main axis for the development of socio-cultural economics. Despite having rich cultural resources, Iran is far behind the
developed countries and even the similar countries earning their incomes from the most important cultural industries according to
the available evidence and statistics. Planning in the form of policies, laws, programs, and rituals in the cultural industry has an
important role in the growth and development of this sector and thus the present policies need to be reviewed. Based on the theories,
models, and policy discourses in the field of cultural industries and cultural economics, there are several components in policy-
making that can be classified according to varied criteria, including level, section, type, and reaction to globalization. Based on the
criterion of level, policies are made at the three local, regional, and national levels. Based on the criterion of sector, they are made in
the sector of cultural economy, including production, distribution, and consumption concerning the required infrastructure. A type-
based policy-making has two interrelated classifications, which include direct and indirect policies and regulations (distributional,
regulatory, redistributive, and stakeholder policies). Finally, policies are categorized according to their types of response to
globalization, which include prevention, resistance, and development policies. In this study, the upstream documents and their gaps
were examined based on the different types of policy models in the field of cultural economics.

Materials & Methods

To analyze the policies of cultural economy in Iran the
method of qualitative content analysis of documents was used
with a descriptive-analytical approach in this research. The
research population included the texts of upstream documents
and laws, in which culture and cultural industries were
discussed. Also, a summary content analysis was utilized.
The analysis of the hidden contents in the concepts was done
by identifying and quantifying the keywords or themes
extracted from the researcher's texts of interest or research
literature. To assess the validity of the research process, the
raw data related to those themes were also referred to in
addttom oo hle eeceacche omg-term engagement and
continuous observation of the texts. The theoretical validity

was increased by reviewing the theoretical foundations of the
research at each stage of coding and referring to the extracted
primary themes. In the next step, to ensure that the coding
was suitably done and the content was properly extracted, the
experts were provided with the categorized categories in the
mentioned field under the title of "Peer Review".

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The study and analysis of the upstream documents showed
that the majority of policies in the field of cultural economics
were related to the production sector based on the theoretical
models presented. The lowest policies were related to the
consumption sector. Although the production sector was very
important in the cultural economy, other sectors were not
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significant and the development of the cultural economy
depended on the balanced attention and growth of all its
sectors, including production, distribution, and consumption
since the produced goods and services required the existence
of distributional platforms, i.e., market and marketing, for
supply on the one hand and the consumer market with the
consumers, who received the expected cultural goods and
services in proportion to their needs and demands on the
other hand. The difference of the natures and values of the
cultural goods (cultural and financial values) with those of
other goods doubled the need to pay attention to the
consumer sector because these goods could be developed by
promoting cultural capital, i.e., knowledge and understanding
of the consumers. Cultural and social assistance in a society
occurs along with economic development.

In the studied documents and policies, the issue of
Iranian-Islamic culture and identity and the need to revive
them through cultural industries were considered, which
indicated a preventive approach in policy-making. In this
investigation, the issues of endogenous production, as well as
extroversion and consumption of cultural products, were
raised in the form of resistant culture economics. Also,
strengthening and facilitating our presence in the
international cultural forums, becoming part of a cultural hub
in the region, and reinforcing international scientific centers
for research communications were mentioned by referring to
the documents and plans related to the subject of international
relations in the field of cultural industries. However, in terms
of the level of policy-making, most of the programs and
policies were related to the national level.

In general, it can be said that although proper policy-
making, regulation, and provision of policy infrastructure in
any field, especially in the field of cultural economics, which
are the responsibilities of governments, are essential, this
policy can be further developed when suitably implemented
by governmental and non-governmental organizations and
institutions with the help of people.

Keywords: Cultural Economics, Policy-Making, Cultural
Policy-Making, Cultural Industries, Transnational Policies
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