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ABSTRACT

The Iranians’ Ethos is one of the issues that have been taken into account by
researchers in recent decades. This article takes up the issue using a fuzzy method
and attempts to show that ethos like many other concepts is fuzzy. For that purpose,
break points and sensitive historical events were selected that had a great impact on
the mood of Iranians, including the famine during the First World War. The war in
the early 20th century had also adversely impacted the economic, social and cultural
life of Iranians, which in this study specifically examines as the Ethos of Iranians. The
results show that the people during the famine demonstrated characteristics such as
individualism, collectivism, anti-authoritarianism and lawlessness, each of which too
prevailed to some extent among Iranians. Collectivism emerged in the form of two
indicators of generosity and social participation, individualism as consideration to
material and immaterial interests, with the material having a higher membership
score (0.48). On the discussion of lawlessness, various crimes emerged and
overcharging had the highest score with 0.52 points of fuzzy membership. Anti-
authoritarianism was also manifested in the form of indicators such as interference in
the government’s affairs and accountability, in which the latter received the highest
score with 0.18 member score. The final analysis of the concepts also shows that
overcharging was the main Ethos during the famine of the First World War. Finally,
it can be said that Ethos is like many fuzzy concepts and using this method can
provide more appropriate results.
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INTRODUCTION

The question of Iranians’ Ethos was largely raised when the country came into the
direct confrontation with the new Western civilization and defeated by Russians in
the era of Abbas Mizra. Since then, the moods of the Iranians have been studied and
many positive and negative things were attributed to them. People such as Jamalzadeh
(1965), Bazargan (1977), Ghazi Moradi (2002, 2014), Sariolghalam (2008, 2012),
Naraghi (2014) and Sorayya (2011) explained Iranians’ Ethos and often attributed
them to negative, claiming they were the cause of underdevelopment. In contrast,
some researchers such as Faraskhah (2016), Javadi Yeganeh (2017) and Mardiha
(2020) believe that Iranians’ Ethos is relative and should be studied in the context of
the society. One of the dimensions of research that can show the relativity of Iranians'
temperaments is to study the characteristics of people in different events and breaks
against historical occurrences to determine what temperaments Iranians showed in
historical breaks and what was their main ethos in sensitive historical events. In fact,
the study of important historical events that had a great impact on the lives of people
in the past and present is one of the important sources to understand them better and
identify the relative nature of people’s lives. The famine was one of the events that had
a great impact on the lives of Iranians and undoubtedly brought about fundamental
changes to their social, economic, political and cultural life. The Fuzzy method is one
that can show the relativity of different aspects of human life, including during the
famine. Using this method, it is possible to identify the different characteristics of
Ethos both quantitatively and qualitatively.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to investigate the famine of World War I and its effect
on people's Ethos using a qualitative fuzzy method. With this method, the
characteristics of Iranians in this case can be examined. The main Ethos can also be
identified. In other words, identifying the main Ethos of each event could shed light
on the fact that characters such as individualism, authoritarianism, etc. has not
always prevailed in the Iranian society, and the change in Iranian attitude and ethos
potentially had different situations.

METHODOLOGY

In the present article, a qualitative fuzzy method has been used to analyze the
documents related to Iranians’ ethos during the famine of the First World War.
Documents are largely collected from libraries and then analyzed qualitatively. The
steps taken during the course of the study include: identifying research concepts,
constructing a concept tree, defining a calibration framework, using a calibration
framework for data, assign membership scores to concepts (Ghasemi, 2020: 98;
Ghasemi and Mehdizadeh and Bastani, 2020: 229).



FINDINGS

Four indicators of food price, food availability, mortality and geographical extent
were identified during the occurrence of famine in World War L. The findings also
showed that people then showed some characteristics such as individualism,
collectivism, anti-authoritarianism and lawlessness, each appeared in different
forms and to different degrees. Collectivism was identified in the form of two
indicators of forgiveness and social participation, which received the highest fuzzy
score. Individualism appeared with indicators such as material and immaterial
benefits, where the first received a higher membership score (0.48). In lawlessness,
various offenses emerged, with the overcharging price having the highest score with
a fuzzy membership score of (0.52). Anti-authoritarianism was also identified in the
form of indicators such as interference and government accountability, in which
government accountability received the highest membership score (0.18). The
findings also show that the main ethos of Iranians in the famine was lawlessness.

CONCLUSION

During World War I, various features were identified such as individualism,
collectivism, authoritarianism, and lawlessness, but lawlessness was found to be the
main ethos of Iranians. Instability, insecurity and resulting conditions caused
people to consider their own benefits. Various crimes became rampant in the
society. The upper classes were engaged in overcharging and hoarding, and the
classes that did not have access to food resorted to cannibalism, theft, and so on. By
recognizing lawlessness (overcharging) as a key indicator, it can be said that
although crimes such as cannibalism seem to be much more severe, what haunted
the Iranian people more during the famine was lawlessness and overcharging. In
other words, the crimes such as overcharging and hoarding had further undermined
the public order and security, leading to more crimes. Finally, it can be said that
ethos, like many concepts, are fuzzy, and using the fuzzy method, a more realistic
analysis can be achieved.

NOVELTY

Numerous researched have been conducted on World War I and its effects on
people’s lives. But no research has been done specifically on the effects of the famine
of World War I on the people's ethos. On the other hand, in this study, a qualitative
fuzzy method was used to study the famine and Iranians’ ethos in particular. This
method made it possible to identify the characteristics of Iranians in anomic
conditions such as famine. Identifying the original ethos allows us to show that the
Iranians’ ethos is relative.
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