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ABSTRACT

Place and the sense of attachment to a place are among the topics that are considered
in this study in which people are shown to have internal relationship with the
environment. In fact, the feeling of belonging and attachment to a place play a
decisive role in any situation and space, in order to benefit and maintain human
presence there. This sense leads to the connection in such a way that man considers
himself as a part of the place. The spatial attachment is a relationship of belonging
and identity to the environment in which one lives. For this reason, the purpose of
this study is to achieve the effective factors in the formation of a sense of attachment,
by recognizing the characteristics of the place. This research is qualitative in nature
and is conducted with an existential phenomenological approach in which three
types of informal (conversational) and semi-structured interviews and in-depth
(structured) interviews are used as data tools. Findings show that two categories of
factors can be effective in the sense of attachment of residents to the house: external
dialectic and factors that are related to the outside of the house (i.e., the quality of the
exterior appearance of the house; neighborhood reputation and security) and internal
dialectics factors that are related to inside (i.e. ownership; quality of comfort; physical
quality of the house; neighborhood satisfaction and positive emotional relationships).
These two categories influence the formation of residents' attachment to house i.e.
"human-house interaction" and have been identified as the core of research. In the
phenomenological approach, the sense of belonging means the inter-relationship
between human and the environment, which includes all indicators.
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INTRODUCTION

The sense of belonging to a place is one of the important meanings in improving the
quality of urban and human environments. This feeling, which is an important
factor in the formation of communication between users and the environment, will
eventually lead to the creation of quality environments. With development and
change in lifestyle and people’s living standard, the attention of architects to the
design spaces and environments made to improve the quality of space has increased
and design has become a tool to shape the living space and meet human
expectations and needs. Of course, it should be noted that the need to create a sense
of attachment to the place, designers and architects pay attention to the quality of
places and built environments and try to improve these qualities in meeting human
needs. For this reason, one of the most important issues for architects and designers
is to promote a sense of belonging among the inhabitants of social spaces.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to achieve effective factors in the formation of a sense
of attachment to the house, by recognizing the characteristics of the house that play
key role in creating or promoting this link. Therefore, our research begins with the
question: Among the characteristics of the house, which factors play more effective
role in creating a sense of attachment?

METHODOLOGY

This research, with a phenomenological approach in the form of a qualitative
research, has been conducted in an existential way and based on the lived
experience of people in the study area. This research also used three types of
informal (conversational), semi-structured and in-depth (structured) interviews as
data tools. The sample size is specific to field-qualitative research and the
researcher has been personally involved in data collection and analysis objectively
and experimentally. The interviews were conducted by asking questions about each
participant's biological experience of attachment to the house and understanding the
factors that affect the attachment. Data analysis was done through coding. Line-by-
line analysis, labeling, and classification of data and characteristics of a sense of
house attachment are presented in two types of Coding (1) and (2). In general, to
compare the validity of the research, a continuous comparison technique has been
used, which has been done by returning to the data several times during the analysis
to identify the categories and their overlap.

FINDINGS

The phenomenological analysis of individuals' biological experiences has been
performed in order to reach the main coding from indicators and analysis at Level
(1). In the second level, the analysis is performed on the data return and the Coding
(2) is explained. One of the most important features of any place is how it relates to
the one with which it has a structural relationship, and the subject of inside and



outside should be considered as the basic feature of that place. The components
obtained in the first Level or Coding (1) can be classified into two categories:

1) Internal dialectic: features and factors related to the interior of the house that
cause a sense of attachment to the house.

2) External dialectic: features and factors related to the outside of the house that
make a sense of attachment to the house.

Table 3. Second level of findings from returning to interviews (Coding 2)

Coding Components from First Level (Coding 1) Second Level of Coding (Coding 2)
Ownership

Quality of comfort

The physical quality of the house Internal dialectic

Quality of neighborhood satisfaction and positive
emotional relationships at house
The quality of the exterior of the house

- - - - External dialectic
Quality of neighborhood reputation and security

The sense of attachment to a place includes dimensions beyond the sense and is
considered as an emotion that plays a decisive role in any place and situation, in
order to meet the needs and the constant presence of residents. This sense is related
to man in a way that it is as if the man considers himself a part of the place and as a
result, the place becomes respectable and important to the person. In fact, the sense
of attachment to the place can be considered as a kind of symbolic relationship that
is created by the person to the place. Of course, the sense of attachment of different
people vary according to each person's perception - through emotional, perception,
cognitive process - which is influenced by factors such as gender, culture, economic
status, etc. Accordingly, the man considers himself as a part of the place and based
on lived experiences, imagines a role in that place in his mind.

CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis of interviews that have reached a theoretical saturation, the
phenomenological report shows that two categories of factors can be effective in the
sense of attachment of residents to the house: external dialectic: features and factors
that are related to the outside of the house (i.e., the quality of the exterior appearance
of the house, neighborhood reputation and security) and internal dialectics: features
and factors that are related to the inside of the house (i.e. ownership, quality of
comfort, physical quality of the house, neighborhood satisfaction and positive
emotional relationships inside the house). These factors affect the formation of
residents' attachment to house as a category of "human-house interaction™ that in the
re-analysis of interviews and Coding 1 and 2, were identified as the core of research.
From a phenomenological point of view, the sense of belonging means the
interrelationship between human and the environment.
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NOVELTY

So far, very little research has been done on the sense of attachment, using a
phenomenological approach to place (interpretation of individuals' existential
experiences) separately. Therefore, this research can add a new section to the
scientific body of the issue of the sense of belonging to the place, and in particular
to the top of phenomenological attitudes and lived experiences of people.
Therefore, this research can be the first in this field.
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