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ABSTRACT

The signs of change and transformation in education have always been floating
signifiers while articulating educational policy actions and various other semantic
conflicts. This article uses a combined theoretical framework from Laclau, Mouffe,
and Fairclough to analyze these semantic conflicts in policy texts formulated in the
first decade after the Islamic Revolution in Iran. The results of this analysis show that
semantic conflicts in the field of education, in the context created by cultural struggle
(or Jehad Farhangi), articulate the fundamental change in the goals, content,
structure, programs and philosophy of education with a focus on Islamization. This
nodal point found semantic stability with signs such as: changes to the course
content, purgation of manpower and elimination of former discourse, foundation of
"Omor Tarbiyati" (Educational affairs), orientation to extracurricular activities in
schools and, governmentalization of schools, etc. The credibility and accessibility of
this meaning was linked to the necessity of signs of the Islamic Revolution discourse,
and became a metaphor in the field of policy texts.
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INTRODUCTION

Over the past century, the construction of ideal education in lran has been
the goal of many policy actions that could lead to the formation of various
researches with different approaches. Some of them consider policy as text
and a set of governmental rules and instructions whose content must be
analyzed (Calvert, 2006, 98-73). Another group considers policy as a set of
actions aimed at achieving specific goals and objectives. In their view,
policy is a valuable action. Some studies also see policy as a decision cycle
or sequence that is constructed and revised during its implementation. In
this approach, policy is sometimes considered as a provision of resources
and allocation.

The various above approaches, despite being useful, pay less attention
to the impact of a broad dynamics of social power and dominant cultural
influences in policy formation (Jones, 2013, 8). Therefore, in addition to
the above concepts, policy can be considered as a discourse that seeks to
reach the source of dialogue in social life by following the language of
social and political texts (Fairclough, 1993, 168-133).

PURPOSE

In this article, which is part of a wider study to analyze policy actions of
different administrations in the field of education during the post-Islamic
Revolution era, we have tried to analyze the discursive construction of ideal
subject in the first decade of the revolution, which is a nodal point of policy
actions in education.

METHODOLOGY

A discourse analysis has been used in this study, which in addition to having
theoretical aspect, is also one of the documentary analysis methods. For that
matter, first a combined framework of discourse theories of Laclau, Mouffe,
and Fairclough was identified to describe and categorize the central signs of
policy actions. Then, based on the obtained components, the quality of
coherence around the central sign was interpreted and explained the
guestion: How does discourse become hegemonic by drawing boundaries of
opposition to one another?



FINDINGS

The outcome of the study indicates that various policy texts were produced
during the decade after the Islamic Revolution, such as those related to the
ideals and basic goals of education in the Islamic Republic, the first five-
year plan for the development of education, the plan of generalities of the
education system in the Islamic Republic of Iran, etc. But most of these
texts were not approved or implemented due to the macro-policy
environment and rather remained only at the level of study works. This
made the policy actions of that period short-lived and local.

These texts or actions, which had an external perspective to the
educational system and a prescriptive character, sought to establish a
common identity for students with mainly cognitive abilities, competencies
and attitudes to live in an ideal Islamic society, and wanted to determine the
ideal goals, content and nature of the structure of teacher’s education and
training program.

Education was considered as a tool of transmitting the intellectual
content of the revolution and as an agent that implements the ideology and
establishes the political rule.

The floating signifier of transformation in education was semantically
stabilized in a chain of events i.e. the rotation of discourse in the field of
political power; changing the content of textbooks and curricula and
establishing the institution of "Omor Tarbiyati"(Educational affairs), etc.,
with the exclusion of curricula and educational content of the Pahlavi
discourse and attempt to purge and erase its effects.

Another signifier that was highlighted in the articulation of the sign of
transformation in this period was the emphasis on the nationalization of
schools and educational justice, which was emphasized until last years of
the aforementioned period. These signifiers are also associated with the
Nodal point of the Islamic Revolution discourse and are in intertextuality
with the economic distribution approach of administrations.

These signifiers are stabilized semantically with moments such as free
and governmental education, emphasis on deprived areas and groups with
antagonism of private schools that were highlighted as agents behind the
pre-Islamic Revolution class society.

In other words, the emphasis on the Islamic Revolution’s cultural
identity and the metaphorization of political Islam were pursued by
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deconstructing pre-revolutionary discourse signifiers and placing them in a
chain of equivalence to western and secular discourses. In the articulation of
semantic system of policy actions in the field of education, which was
pursued by the Revolutionary Council, the Cultural Revolution Execution
and Supreme Council of Education, the pre-revolutionary education system
was seen as imitation of the West, and hence was criticized and excluded.

CONCLUSION

What is considered as neutral descriptions in the context of policy texts is a
discursive in meaning. In other words, reproducing meaning and changing
the way of ascription of meaning are political actions (Jorgensen and
Phillips, 2017, 71). It is the stabilization of meaning of some signs versus
the exclusion of others and is deeply related to cultural policies.

Post-Islamic Revolution education policies were articulated for disciplinary
and ideological guidance as well as social reproduction based on discourse
assumptions of political power.

NOVELTY

Conflicts for the desired transformation of education are part of a long
process of cultural policy-making to achieve a desirable society. But what
policymakers mean by transformation in education depends on identifying
how education, as order of discourse, is articulated among policymakers
themselves. In this article, we have tried to explain the articulation of this
discourse order in the first decade after the Islamic Revolution in Iran.
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1. subject position
2. social dislocation
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