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Abstract

As an important and comprehensive critical method, “critical aesthetics” of the
Frankfurt School, deals with art and literature to show that the emergence of
liberty in a capitalist society confronts certain obstacles that are manifested, in
different ways, in economy, politics, ideology, art, culture and the media, and
through an organized process, ultimately lead to the appearance of a
consumerist society. According to Adorno’s and Marcuse’s sociological views,
“negative aesthetics” analyzes consumerism in the West so as to challenge the
anti-rationalistic aspects of a “unidimensional society.” These ideas finally lead
to the emergence of a phenomenon known as “culture industry” which uses
devices like the media and propaganda to deceive individuals. Therefore, the
consumers are dominated by these devices and are deprived of their will and
awareness. Marjan Shirmohammadi’s novel, Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz and the
Others, presents an image of such a consumerist world which turns individuals
into rivals over consumption. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the
present study demonstrates that consumerism and commodification turn the
characters into subjects in a world replete with consumerist objects and the
prevalence of the cultural industry creates a deep rift between native and
foreign cultures. As a result, concepts such as consumerism, accumulation and
abundance, can be used to criticize the different dimensions of “negative
aesthetics” in the false identities of the characters.

Keywords: Negative Aesthetics, Culture Industry, Adorno, Marcuse, Azar,
Shahdokht, Parviz and the Others

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Frankfurt School of critical theory analyzes the emerging socio-economic
situation of societies, and provides us with a comprehensive understanding of

*1. PhD in Persian Language and Literature, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.

(Corresponding Author: ekhojaste92@yahoo.com)

2. Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Alzahra University, Tehran,
Iran.(mobasheri2016 @gmail.com)


https://orcid.org/orcid-search/search?searchQuery=0000-0002-8914-729x
https://orcid.org/orcid-search/search?searchQuery=0000-0002-7071-037x
https://naqd.guilan.ac.ir/article_5365.html
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.74767387.1400.6.2.17.7

Litevary Theovy arnd Cuiticism [ 15

economic, cultural variables, and capital and production. It can help us
examine the outcomes of the ‘culture industry’ in industrial and developing
societies, esp. its effect on literary production in the West. The present article
tries to offer a critical approach to culture in the novel Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz
and the Others by analyzing the principles of negative aesthetics, thus studying
the effects of the cultural and economic effects of the West on the one-
dimensional Iranian society.

2. Theoretical Framework

The Frankfurt School theorists divide culture into authentic culture and mass
culture. They believe that art and culture in the modern times have turned into
a commercial commodity, serving the ruling system. Adorno finds art a
negative event and has tried to discuss the negative aspects of art, associating
it with the term “negative aesthetics”. Marcuse, however, regards art as being
the affirmative aspect of freedom. In the present study, the negative aspects
of art are discussed in the novel Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz and the Others.

3. Methodology

Adopting the descriptive-analytical research method, the present study tries to
criticize the foundations of culture industry and then examine negative
aesthetics in the novel Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz and the Others.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz and the Others criticizes the values of a society that is
devoid of spiritual aspects through describing the everyday life of a modern
family. The consumerist identity in this novel, based on the ideas of Marcuse,
represents the hegemony of societies that give them their identities. Negative
aesthetics questions the totality of this novel and reveals the negative aspects
of art in this novel. In this novel, art has turned into a tool for controlling the
masses. According to Adorno, in order to purify art, social challenges should be
discussed so that audiences are encouraged to resist the status quo.

5. Conclusion

In the novel Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz and the Others negative aesthetics is
employed to criticize the culture of Iranian society. Culture industry tries to
control people by distorting social and cultural realities. In this novel, the
characters, who have been subjugated by the culture industry, try to develop a
new identity for their lives. Culture industry turns individuals into consumerist
subjects, who try to develop a new definition of identity and social values. This
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has been reflected in the behavior, taste and lifestyle of the characters of the
novel.
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