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Extended Abstract

Issues related to territory and territoriality as the basis of many political
geography subjects and phenomena are more considerable when accompanied
with conflicts. Territorial conflicts can spring from religions. That is to say,
religious issues may lead to territorial conflicts. Moreover, claiming the
ownership and sovereignty of a region by different religious groups can cause
territorial conflicts as well. One of the regions in the world where territorial
conflicts are well visible is South Asia. This region has faced an increasing
incidence of territorial conflicts within and between member states, initially
after the Britain domination and then after it’s division in 1947, which has had
a direct impact on the entire region and in many cases these conflicts have been
affected by the religious. The present research with the use of descriptive-
analytical method and referring to library sources, aims to clarify the impact of
religion variable on territorial conflicts in South Asia. The results indicate that
religion as an important mediating variable, along with other factors like
nationalism and racism has been effective in territorial conflicts in this region.
Keywords: Territory, Religion, Conflict, Territorial conflicts, South Asia.

1. Introduction

Political geography is based on the twin ideas of territory and territoriality.
Territories are those spaces which one defended, fought for, or claimed against
the claim raised by others through territoriality (Cox, 2008:1). Therefore, we
can observe regional and territorial conflicts all over the world to some extent.
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South Asia is among the important regions in the world where we can
apparently observe such conflicts. Instances like the conflicts of India and
Pakistan over Kashmir, the role of Tamil tigers in the relations between India
and Sri Lanka, ethnic, racial and religious issues between India and Bangladesh
or India and Nepal are some of the conflicts of this region (Barzegarzadeh
Zarandi, 2016: 4). Basically, religions have an immense power to oust, remove
or involve people and groups in different regions. For example, religions can
change a national identity ideologically. In other words, in case a society is
formed in relation with a territory, identity is formed. In the same line, other
religions can become the center of attention through factors such as nationalism
for or against unity (Kroon, 2018: 12). Overall, we can say that South Asia is
one of the controversial areas of the world with regard to territorial conflicts
and religious and ethnic issues (Haider, 2001:424). For instance, the conflicts
of India and Pakistan over Kashmir, internal conflicts in Punjab province, the
role of Tamil tigers in the relations between India and Sri Lanka, ethnic, racial
and religious issues between India and Bangladesh and the relation between
India and Nepal, the ethnical conflicts in the north-east of India and ethnic-
related conflicts in Pakistan (Rubinoff, 2000:276) are among the conflicts
which can adequately illustrate the conflicts existing in this region. Therefore,
the present study aims to answer the following question: what is the impact of
religion on territorial conflicts in South Asia? The hypothesis of the present
study is as follows: It is hypothesized that religion is a secondary factor
affecting territorial conflicts, while geography, especially territory, is the main
factor behind the conflicts in South Asia.

2. Research methodology

The methodology employed in the present study is descriptive-analytical.
Library documents, archives, reliable internet resources and salient
international news agencies were utilized to collect the data.

3. Discussion

Religion-based territorial conflicts place the elements of territory and power at
the center of religion-oriented arguments. As the factors which separate
believers from non-believers, religion and faith form a strong border for
segregation and identification. From an extremist point of view, non-believers
have some given characteristics. As a case in point, under the role of Tliban,
Hindus should have put on a special type of saffron-like bracelet. Or
the Tagiyah (a kind of skullcap) is a salient outfit used by male Muslims in
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South Asia (Lal, 2006: 256). The phenomenon of religion possesses such a
power that can lead to territorial conflicts. On the other hand, the claims raised
by different religious factions over the sovereignty of a region can result in
territorial conflicts. Therefore, territorial conflicts are created in order to
control and manage the territory and people of a particular area and those
conflicts can vary based on the goals of different religious groups. The present
study demonstrates that religion-based territorial conflicts in South Asia can be
divided into intra-and inter-country conflicts.

Overall, although we can find a trace of religious consideration in all
countries of South Asia, some examples are more salient than others. For in
instance:

1. Religion-based territorial conflicts in India and nationalist groups.

2. Religion-based territorial conflicts in Pakistan and religious groups.

3. Religion-based territorial conflicts in Bangladesh and religious groups.

4. Religion-based territorial conflicts in Afghanistan and religious groups.

On the other hand, in South Asia, sometimes religious consideration result
in conflicts between some countries or some countries may employ religious
considerations for political aims and create territorial conflicts. Therefore, in
most of those conflicts the three elements of territory, power and religion are
always present. For example:

1. Religion-based territorial conflicts between India and Pakistan.

2. Religion-based territorial conflicts between India and Seri Lanka.

3. Religion-based territorial conflicts between Myanmar and Bangladesh.

4. Religion-based territorial conflicts between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

4. Conclusion

South Asia has observed considerable events with regards to the spread of
ethnic conflicts from a domestic to an international level. For example, the war
between India and Pakistan in 1971 has been a considerable event since World
War 1l. This war is regarded significant since it led to the disintegration of an
existing country and the emergency of an independent country called
Bangladesh. Although most of the territorial conflicts, such as the conflicts
between India and Pakistan (based on 2015 contract) have been resolved via
the cooperation of international organization, some of those conflicts are still
existing (2020). The findings of the present study revealed that religion, as a
mediating factor along with factors such as nationalism and racism, has had a
significant role in creating territorial conflicts since 1974. However,
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geographical factors are the salient problems behind the conflicts in South
Asia. This is because in order to control a given territory and manage its
people, some territorial conflicts arise. The reason behind variation in those
conflicts can be explained through differences in the goals of religious groups.
Some of the territorial conflicts in South Asia have a historical origin, however,
the religious conflicts which happened in Eurasia province in 2008 between
two religious Hindu and Christian groups is still continuing. The consequences
of these religion-based territorial conflicts in South Asia can be divided into
intra-county (such as religion-based territorial conflicts in India and nationalist
groups or religion-based territorial conflicts in Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and religious groups) and inter-country (such as religion-based
territorial conflicts between India and Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka, Pakistan
and Afghanistan, and Myanmar and Bangladesh) conflicts. In sum, we can state
that after September 11 the conflicts in South Asia have moved significantly
towards extremist and terrorist groups, which along with the previous
unresolved conflicts, have pushed the region towards a more critical situation.
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