
 

 

Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences, 

Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Monthly Journal, Vol. 22, No. 2, Spring 2022, 425-454 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2022.39151.2442 

Megachange: The World in 2050; 

a Contemplation and A Critique on the Book 

“Economist’s Futurism” 

Farzaneh Mir Shahvelayati
*
 

Farhad Nazarizadeh
**

 

Abstract 

Futures studies is a strategy and a proactive approach to manage, control, and deal 

with uncertainty to achieve a desirable future. Trying to visualize the future and 

eliminate undesirable scenarios are considered as smart approaches, so many 

documents, books and articles have been written in this regard. The book 

"Megachange, The World in 2050" is one of these works that examines and 

illustrates the long-term future of the world in four main areas: social, political, 

economic, and science and technology. The present article, while reviewing the 

book based on the criteria of the critical research textbook and humanities programs, 

has tried to examine the validity of the present work in terms of method and 

approach. According to the evaluation, this work has a moderate quality and in order 

to improve the quality, it is necessary to seriously review the translation of the book. 
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Since it has been about a decade since the book was published, the practical 

accuracy of its claims should be checked.  

Keywords: Trend, Extrapolation, Futures Studies, Uncertainty, Criticism, 

Normative Futures Studies, Exploratory Futures Studies. 
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-��!.(�� :�/ A	�� !�&	�  ������ !����    ���� !���	
�   ������ !��)& !�����     !����3�� ���	
�
����� �J�M#$� ��	
�.  

  

1. 2����  

�7�6 �
 ,�#$ �M& d��' �&	�   1�MI �����
���& ��$ A� =�� �
 !�8-� >-#e� ���  7���&�
����$��	����    �J��$ ����+ !���8$ ���$ �
 �$ �+��H�
 !�'� ��M$ �
 �8-� ��'�+ 7� ��

�� f�9�� �#9��& ��Q�$ ���
 A���� �&��+        ��� ��8-� :�#$ ��)& .����8& ��9�g ���I
 �� %&
 >���+»��2Q+ 	 ����97�� !i*� !��?���)« !�
	�
1387   �
 ��$ ��'� �+����8+ �-8� 7� !(

�� ;��H �Q�$ 	 ��897�� ���F� m�	�+ 	 ��?�+ �� U8$ ��#'��    ��)& ��$ ��3&� 7� . 
��5�
�� n�Q+� ���2Q+ 
�O�	� �� �#M�� 	 �'� �+	�X  ���� !,�#$J�  1�� ���������� ! !�#   A��I

  ����#�� !����� 7��& �� A
�� 4���� !4�� ����� "��  
��� �Q2-J �&��� �� ���28� A�T��
    	 ���#*� A
��� �?<�#�'� ,�YI��pO� 	 ��32&� !4�� ����� � 0� 	 7��& �� :'��+ !�8-�

 !�O-�)�'� �#J�� ��'�+ A� �?�8#6� q ��& dJ� ��� �
  ...1385  .(  
A�8�&�S� �$ �
 PO9 1 qeM� !�'� 7� �-8� �7�6��� � ��A� �#�9���  ��$  "��)#�'� 

&������ 7� A� P����  �����+ �
���� 	 ���&	� 	� ���� ���9�� �
 �7���6 ���M& !
��
 �7���6 
����� �	
��  �'� )Fergnani, 2019 .(7� �'�� ��= �7�6 ��+ ���> »%&�
 
����$� 	  /0�+ 

��r&��� ���� !�g��9 -*+�P 	 (-g �������� ;����-� �
 �7�6��� 
�G# ��!  ���8#���! 
�&��	��J 	 «... ) Martin, 2001!( ��	 ��
 �#9� ���� A�I !
�G# � ��-�  ���8#���!  �'����� 	 

������ �'� 	 7� �'�� ��A���� !��T�� 9	�� ���g�
 ��= �#9��� ����r��   "���J 
��g��
��� �&���89�� 	� �� 	 "�#�$���� ��% �&�#'
 ����� �� �9��.  
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 ��
�,N�- :O',�)2019(  

,�#$ �K�6 �� A���� »@+��� B�T� :A��� �
 "�' 2050 «7� �-8� ,�#$����  ��'�  ��$ 
�
 8��=  ��?�)�  ���  ��3�S 	  ��� 	�� 
��O �� ���� ��&��	
�  ��� ��9�$  ��� 	�� 
��O  J��M#$�� 
)Explorative Futures Studies A	���� /	� ���� 	 (������ )���&	�Trend Extrapolation �
 (

���I  -H� �7�6� ��8#���! 
�G# ��! '��'� � R��	� 	�=P-8?� 	 1-� 	 �	��J� ��  �'�+�1 
�������� =O8�)Possible Futures( 
7�
�p�.  

  

2 .�3( 4-� 45�6� 

 ,�#$»�
 A��� :B�T� ���@+  "�'2050 «  "��' �
 �2���&�$� ��#�� ;���M#&� R'�+2012 
 "�' �
 	 ��9 s�I ��� =�#2e& ����2016 �� A� 7� ���� �#'���	    �
��MJ u��? ;���H

 �
 �F� =�� .�9 �K�� ��7�� ��332 1-  PH�6 �*QH  ����'�J23   �7��6 �
 ����2��&  ����
 1-� !
�G# �	 �	��J�! ��8#�� ��-��! *��R 7��2 �J
 	��� 	 v ���  ��'� . ���$ 	 �����% 

,���#$ ���� ������� &
���P -O&����J�= ) Daniel Franklin) 7	����&� A���� 	 (John Andrews (
�
��  -O&��J .�'��= �
�'�� ������ � R��	� 	�=P-8?�  ��M&�� ��&�$�� ��2 )Executive and 

diplomatic editor�� (  "�' 7� �$ �9��1983    ��'��� ��2���&�$� ����	 .   =�w	x 7�2006 
 ��?�\2��
�'   1��� 7� .��J�S ����� �� �� �&<�' ���M& ���     ��� =�-O&���J ;����g =���+
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�� �2���&�$� ���83� �
 	� ���O8� 	 /0+ �� A��+@+���    ����� ���	�  #��' s��I�  	
��M#&� ��' �� �$�6  T�& 	 Rg��T3+�� -*+ 	P�  �� 	%��    ;<��*+ ����7	� ����  ���M$

 ���9� A�#2-Y&��&�M& !���� =�8� �$ 
�$����� /�� ��&��Y& .�'	� �	� 	� ��#�'��  ,��#$ 
»�	��J� B�T��	��J :�  "�' �
2050) «Megatech: Technology in 2050& (�T   ��'� �
���1 .

!7	��&� &��!���2 ���&7	�  ��Y&�7�6 '��'�  &�����!  �
��'��   ��9��»  ���' U������O��« 
)Project Syndicate( 2 �
�' 	��  ��#Q�  ��&�$� ����&� !��2 J	��� ���  � �� 
��g� �#�M  ����A� 

�3�� �S� �-+ ��6�G� 	�T�&�� Ge9 ���� ��� ' �
 �#2���� !��'�    
��G# � 	 ;���3+
���� ' �&<�' y&��Q�$��'� &���� �'��g� .�=  	� ,�#$�� A���� »  z�
 :
��X+ �
 A���

A����� ;0O��M�« )The World in Conflict: understanding the world's troublespots !(
-*+�-� �	�+ 	 {�� 7� 5J�& 	 d����12 7	���� �'�3  .  

 "�' �
 ��$5� ,�#$ �8��+1394 ���� !3     ,��#$ ��2e& %�����	 ��M#&� 7� y� "�'
   ��#�?� ��$ 
�$ s�I �� A� A���+ �7�	�M$ 	 A
��� !d���H !�&�S�7�� n�+� 	 �9 ��3&� �-H�

1$ �
   �F� =�� !"�' 	
 7� �+       ����|� L��'��� ��$ ��'� ��$} ��� �7< .��'� 13�� s�I ��
 ,�#$ !�F� �8��+ ���)� �
 ~��H8'� 7�3� �� ��2'�� +��?���� ��&�$���2 ����   s��I

� �
�A�� #g� �
��� &�S�7�� n�+��! ��H�!d A
��� 7�	�M$ 	� �#J�S ���  A���+ �'�.  
     ;����M#&� ��QS ����� ,��#$ ��Y#�'��g ��Gg�
       ��� �?��� �#���  ��� ��2���&�$�

178  �#Q� !"�'���&=�� ��   
��� T�$�8#� �
�G# � ;���K�� �� ��J�H ��#�� �
 �$ �'� �--8?�
�� ���      �7��6 ��� �� 
��g ����$ �����
 m����+  	 :�2$ ����     ... 	 ��'��' !��	���J !���$

/�#2S  ��� ;���K�� �� =#g�
�� !1O� 	 �2�� A�  P��	� 7� 	 ���
� �
 .
�
��  �
 ��&��	
�
 ���  ���M& =�� ��$ ��#'
�J�S �$ PG6�� 7��� A� �	0� ��  ,��#$  
����  i�*� �
 � ��= 

!�?�)� /��TS��� �&<�' ����� 7��)Open Future( ! A���  �
]"�' [��% 	� ) The World In 

[Year] and The World If [Year]� �I 	 (�
�9  ��S�)What if (�'� ��')�� ��&�$�� ��2 .(
����� !7�� �� 	��
�O �#��� �� ����9 ���� 	 #$��M��! ��  �'����  %�)&  !�����7��  �	���J� 	 

�� 1O� 	 �2�� A�  ���G+ �
 ���8#�� i6���   %��� ["��' �
] A���� .
7�
��  (�J� �
 	�
  1��� !A��Y�e& ;��r& L�'� �� 	 �?�' U� �&��7   �7��6 �
 ;<��*+ =���+   !��'��' ����

	 1-� !��$ 	 :2$ !�
�G# �  ��� �'��� ��	
��&	� 
�O�	� �� �� {���J 	 ��	��J  	 ���$
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�� �I !��g0�    1��� 	 �$5�?� n��J �����&	� L�'��� !�S� 
�9   �����  ���� =���+  ����
�� �6��� �� ����� 7� >-#e� ��������' ��9 ���'��9.��$  

 �S��#QY9 P�-*+ !����� �� ����� ;��K�J P�-*+    	 ��S���
 
��3�� !��H�J 
��3�� !�� 
 ������ ���� �-H� ��
 ��
�7 m�� �� 
����� �6���    !�#��#��)1����Y� ��r& �
 ���Y&1391 !(

      ����)� ��� ,��#$ ��8��+ .��'� ;���K�J P�-*+ �� 4���� �� 4���� �K�6 ,�#$   ����
  ������ �������� ���
�'      ��H !�&��S�7�� n��+� y��w� 	 ��Y&    A����+ �7�	��M$ 	 A���� !��

v	�9  e� ���I �
 ���
� �
 	 ��9  A	��� 	 �#�95S �'��� �� PGJ �2�� 	 �-H� %  �����
 �
 ����� ����&	� �
����� �7�6 ���I   	 1�-� 	 �
��G# � R���9 !�'��' R��	� !���8�

�� ��	��J PGJ �-$ �-$�9 .
7�
��       	 �#�95S A����� ��� ��	��� 	 ��'��� ;���H �� ��
A	�� yp' 	 �-�J ���K	  �+���� �� 	 >-#e� R���9 �
 A���� ����  ������ ��J���  ����

  .�'� P���  
 ) :��'� T$�8#� ���8� v�K�� �	� �2e& %e� �
 ,�#$1   	 ��#��8� ;�����@+ (

) !�#���� 	 ���*� �2�7 >-#e� 
���� �� A� ;���+2    ����@+ P���9 P�-� ��0' ���K	 (
���8�� v�& �
���8�� v��9 "�8#6� !��) !	��
 ���H 	 !�&���6 ��M�� �� ����3  ����K	 (

 A�&7  ��'��� 	 ��#2� R���9 
���� 	 ���+ ���7��& �#�?� �$ A��� ���8� 7� �8�& A���� ��
A� ��9 d��K n�)6 n�)6� A����     !��'��' !�&��� ���� �$��M� A��8� �)�
�G� �
 ��

) !1-� P�G*+4�O�9 (     ��� �����Q� 
��3�� 	 ���8#�� !�'��' ;���+ !�)��' !���8#�� ���
) !���8#�� �?	
 ��&5
��& (      !{����J �7	���� ��� ��Y���J ���� �� �&��	��J ;<�*+ =��

      ;�� 	� ��� ����+ %��T�J� !��Y���J 	 ���� �)��} ���@+�� (���� �g�� ;	�F %��TJ� ��F�+
.A��7 �� ��	��J ��F�+ 	 :e#�� {���J ����� ��� ��	��J ���� �-8*� 
�3�� 	 ����J  

PGJ ���
� !�	
 %e� �
 '� ��9 1�r�+ �&�S =�� ��) :�6   �����	�� �
 ;�����@+ �&	� (
     
��8&�
 ����@+ 	 >�-#e� A���
� ����8� �
 ���@+ !���5�   ) !����
 ����8#��7  ;�����@+ (

�2�7    ) !�5�� =����+ %?��I !,� %?�I !=��7 %����S !���*�8    %���$ !{��� ������ (
    ����S�
 z��&� "��8#6� !d����� �' �� {�� !{�� �
 ,�� ��+��    %��T�J� !B�T�� ����

���e�  ] - {��� !���|�& ;�� ��� A���� �� =�I [���r& �     !������' {��� !���5�� ����
) !�+��	� {��9 �
��]��'��$��
 ���Q� ����7 �
 ;<�*+ (    !;������ !�
�7� 	 [��<��'
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�?	
 %?�I 	 ;��0�� 
�7� A����) !;�&���� =�� "�#�$ �
 ��10 %?��I (   �
��G# � ����
�?	
UI�$ !����� �
 �� �� z�9 	 �7�'�� �#g�
�� ���8� A�9 �.
�9  

P��GJ =���� ���� ,���#$ !����' %��e� �
  ���� �����
� ���� ) :������11 	 �����|�& �������7�� (
;�� ��� ) !yQ& �7�+ ���12    ) !���'� �
 :�?�� �	���& A����� �� A�9 �&��� (13  %���$ (

 ) !���� 	 ��)J �-H�J14    �
�?��9],�e� ��	���& ���8�� %��T�J� (  ) [=O�9disruptive 	 (
)15(  �� ���  �'��� 
��� �����' ��7�� ���K	.
��S  

PGJ =�� !%e� =��g� �
  ��� �� ��  ) :1�&���g16     ����)+ 	 1�-� �
 ;<��*+ ��&	� (
�#9� =�� ;���K��) !��17   �����	
 A��9 ��&7 	 �XJ��� �7�6 �
 �?�8#6� ���
�	�#'
 (

A�#'�
) !�-�e+ �8-� ���18) !%&�
 �O�9 (19     ��� �&��O� �-�H�J 45�6 (   ��	���J 
���
),�#$ PGJ =��g� .;��0�� 	 ;����+��20    ������ 7� =�O8� ��	��G+ ���8+ ����� 7� y� !(

����� �� �
�)#&� ���Y& ��/�g �� "�6 =�� �
 	 ��	
� %�� �
 ����   
��
 /0�+ !����� ����
.��$ ��&7 ���&��g �
 �� ���� �Y�
 ��� !����$ 
�2?
 ����&	� �8� 1�� ��  

A���#'���	 �� ���9� �#O& =�� �� �#'�
 �� !���)� �
 ,�#$  1��� �g���9 �$ ���$  =���+
1 � �&	� 	 A��M��1�� A� 7� 	 A��� ����� ���&7      	 A���M�� =���I ;����+ 	 ���F� =����+ �+

=�8� 7� 	 �'� ���9
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megachange, the world in 2050 may not be such a bad place. If you are not convinced, 

turn to the final chapter, on predictions and progress. It will brighten your day, if not 

your decades. 

  

���� 2��� 

) ."�&	 !P�1392 .(����� �&���   %�&�
 	 4����� !���e���+ :��	
�    !���)+ :A��8��#�) .("	� ��-�)
A���+ .���J
 d���H �+�)�)*+ 	 �97��� �2'�� ;���M#&� .(=2*� !()*� 	 �Q�G� 

� !U?7	�����9��� 	 �K��0 ) .��&�7�J !�#�<	1390     ������ 	
 ��r�� 7� �0�'� A���� ������ .(  �	
��
 .��3&�8?� 	 ��
�' :A�8-2��8-� ����-GJ -   .
����� n��M� ��M�	
�     ���8�9 .13��� "��'19 .

155 -131 

).7����J !�
	�
1387    .,��#$ ��'��� 	 ��)& �
 �F�� P���� .( � ����8-�GJ   ��M�	
� ��8-  .,��#$
 ���8975 .173 -184 

) .1�6�?���� !����� 	 1�6� �8*� !�K���1394 ��r& .(»/�Y& - ������ ���	
� «  .��0�'�  ����-�GJ
���8#�� 
����� -�Y���J ���89 .����I "�' .16 .96 -77 

) .=26 !�O-�1385 .(&���� �� 	������  �'�
 ,�#$ �)&�  ��Y�M&�
 .�  �8�' =e�'  ���8�9 .17 .
20 -9 

) .	�\�� !�#��#��1391 .(� m������� U�� "�� U8$ �� �&�YI :��Y&Eltville  %��� �#�� �� �����  �����
�1���8& z�
 	A���+ .�#��H ������ A��7�' .  

 
Fergnani, Alessandro. (2019). Mapping futures studies scholarship from 1968 to present: A 

bibliometric review of thematic clusters, research trends, and research gaps. Futures. Vol. 

105. 104-123 

Martin. R. Ben. (2001) Technology Foresight in Rapidly Globalizing Economy, UNIDO 

Regional Conference on Technology Foresight for Central and Eastern Europe and the 

Newly Independent States, Vienna 

Popper, R. (2008). How are foresight methods selected? Foresight, Vol.10, No.6, 62–89. 

The Economist  site, https://www.economist.com/, last visited: 2021/12/29 

 


