Vol. 16/ Issue: 38/ Spring 2022

Fine Arts in Dr Seyyed Hossein Nast's Thought

Mahbubeh Moghimnejad Hosseini
PhD Candidate, Department of Philosophy of Art, Shabhrood Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Shahrood, Iran. s.m.moghimnejad@gmail.com

Amir Maziar (corresponding author)
Assistant Professor of Philosophy of Art Department, University of Arts, Tebran, Iran.
Maziarl356@gmail.com

Abstract

With the arrival of the modern era in west civilization and with major
changes took place in the social, cultural, artistic, and other fields. The
effects of this trend in the field of art are visible as one of the concepts of
the new era with the emergence of fine art in the 18th century. Following
the changes in the West, different theorists have expressed many different
critical views on the fine arts. Among the theorists who have presented
critical views about these modern times, especially about the fine arts is
Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr who presents his critical views about fine arts,
architecture, poetry etc. and then expressed his opinions about this
different type of Arts. He criticized and reviewed fine arts from a
traditionalism position. In this paper [article], Nast's view of the concept
of fine arts, the way these arts emerge, its cultural and content
characteristics have been studied. According to Dr. Seyed Hossein Nasr,
the art of this era, on the one hand, reflects western culture and its crises,
and on the other hand, has played a significant role in creating a new
cultural space and the art itself has become a decorative object, which has
separated art from its traditional trend. The research method of this article
is descriptive and analytical and the tool for collecting information is

library.
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Introduction

Traditionalism or the school of immortal wisdom as a contemporary
intellectual-philosophical current was opposed to modernism, the
followers of this current of thought are called traditionalists or preachers
of eternal wisdom.

In traditionalist thought, traditional arts have a valuable place, which
has led them to critique the fine arts of modern times. Among the
traditionalists who have paid attention to the art of the modern era, we
can mention Dr. Seyyed Hossein Nasr, who has criticized the art of the
modern era based on his traditionalist thought.

Traditionalists and the modern era

With the onset of modernity in the West, advances in science and
technology began. In contrast to modernism, the school of traditionalism
emerged as a critical current. Traditionalists have associated the modern
age with the worldly knowledge, which focuses on the superficial. Given
the fundamental developments of this era, we can point to the role of art
in the descent of material man in the modern wotld; In the minds of
traditionalists, the role of art has been a fundamental and pivotal element,
in the sense that the art of the modern era, which is referred to as the fine
arts, is a manifestation of the new stages of man's inner fall from the
spiritual model .

Dr. Seyed Hossein Nasr and the Modern era

The developments of the modern era can be seen in the art of this era. So
that Dr. Nasr considers the art of this period to be devoid of any esoteric
relationship and taste wisdom. And it is considered a folk art that depicts
the image of a material man far removed from the truth in the outside
wortld.

Therefore, he does not consider the creative process of man as a means
of remembrance and the process of internalization, but considers this
process as a means of keeping man away from the general origin and
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origin, which distorts the truth of man as the face of God and turns it into
The originality of the mind becomes individualistic.

The concept of fine arts in the modern era

the beginning of the modern era, art has been separated from human life
and has given way to decorative and machine products.

According to this principle, the beautiful art of the modern era can be
expressed in this way. Individualism without a definite order,
preoccupation with innovation, and creativity and aesthetic originality,
which ignored the moral, intellectual and intellectual functions of art, of
which it was an integral part in previous eras. In addition to the
developments in the art of the modern era, one of the most important
factors influencing the art of this era is technology. So that it can be
considered the main concern of Dr Nasr in the modern era, which is a
technology influenced by modern science.

Conclusion

Dr. Nasr considers the art of the modern era as "arena" as an arena to
reflect the developments of this era. Fine arts are the product of their time
and are in line with the technology and innovations of the time. The
technology of the modern age is a culture of its own that opposes the
human soul as a mortal being and is at odds with the spiritual relationship
between man and the objects he creates in traditional societies. This can
be seen in the fine arts of the modern era, such as the visual arts,
architecture and poetry. Dr. Nasr has some criticisms of these arts. In
referring to the traditional society, he knows everything about spirituality,
but the modern age disrupted man's relationship with God and human life
became devoid of spirituality.
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