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Abstract

The term of Ethos was first appeared in the 5th century BC, meaning

"nature", "habit" and "custom", in the character of heroes. This term

>
gradually found its place in the views of philosophers such as Plato and
Aristotle on moral advice aimed at encouraging the socialization of
individuals. Aristotle called artists to observe virtue in their works and
called such artists ethographer. The Aristotelian ethographos Art is not
only used as a criterion for art criticism, but also leads to the unity between
the visual and non-visual arts, and in this way, the artist can communicate
and influence the audience and allow them to recognize different
perspectives. The ethographos Art transcends the function of art beyond
the limited scope of subject-object and gives it a role with a social function,
and then, vitalize to its material environment and makes possible the
understanding of the unattainable concepts of ontology, both in the spatial

and human dimensions, and leads to a general agreement.
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Early in the 5th century BC (classic age), ethos (meaning “habit and

<< <<

nature,” “character and personality,” “the skill of illustration of man's
personality”) referring to the living method that reflected the will of Gods
was common in works of poets, architects, painters, playwrights, orators,
and musicians. Moreover, all the artists were obliged to follow this method
and use it in their writings and drawings. Ethos and its various meaning
are also considered in Aristotle's treaties. Aristotle uses the word ethos as
the personality in his discussions. He was aware of the Greek mimetic
structures and gave a solid picture of his earlier philosophers regarding the
generalized view of the ethography in classical art. Aristotle emphasizes
that the ethos or the personality emerges through the ethography in art,
and he most appreciates the artists whose works concern the man’s
character (ethos) or man’s deeds. For example, in Poetics 1448a, 1450a18-
29, and Politics 1340a35-40, Aristotle admires the ingenuity of Polygtenus
by comparing the works of the Greeks’ great painters and calls him an
ethographos (nOoypdgog) because of his accurate illustration of man’s
personality.

The term ethography is composed of two words; ethic and graphy.
Ethography similarly indicates words like; ethopoios means the ideal artist
capable of describing a personality and turning it into a famous hero,
ethologos (moral imitation), and ethographos means (moral painter,
ethicist). These three words contain and convey moral features. In
Aristotle’s view, ethography means that moral virtues have to be retained
and transferred by art. Aristotle believes that an ethographos artist
achieved the method how to make his hearers take the required view of
his characters (Rbetoric, 1366a26) and used ethos’ persuasive power to
impress his audience. In addition, by initiating the ethos mechanism in art,
the ethographer seeks to excite the pleasure and aesthetic emotion in his
audience and wants to affect the fate of individuals and a group of his
people through his works. This artist revives ethos as a social act or
personality product of society by considering the basis of morals and their
relation to space, place and situation. Thus, ethography can be used in art
media to define the habitats that shape the ethos and an individual’s
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personality. According to Halloran, it can be interpreted that ethos as
character depends on the picture of a gathering of individuals in public to
share their experiences and ideas. In other words, the notion of personality
can be considered a natural, individual, personal, or intellectual quality that
results from culturalization. In his discussion of Rhetoric, Aristotle refers to
this issue and asserts that discourse construction or structure of Rhetoric
roots in the social structures; the orator must be persuasive and exhibit
personality's qualities that are recognized as virtue according to a culture
not an individual. In his definition of virtue in Nicomachean Ethic, Aristotle
explains that virtuous behavior is a social activity performed by a citizen
of Utopia (1103b). In fact, in Aristotle's view, classic rhetoric is a practical
exercise in communication skills to gain trust and persuasion. Moreover,
it results in the creation of a “civilized” citizen through normative ethics.
On the other hand, Aristotle tries to find a connection between
representation in visual arts, poetry, and Rhetoric by expanding the notion
of ethos in treaties such as Rberoric, Poetics, and Nicomachean Ethics.
However, his ethos mainly includes Poetry and the art of rhetoric, and he
didn’t address much ethos and ethography in visual arts. But he frequently
compares painting, poetry, and tragedy. Therefore, this study analyzes the
view of Aristotle to discover how he intended to reach unity between
visual arts, poetry, and rhetoric and eventually the highest quality of
expression by centering the ethography on ethos and connecting between
word and picture. Like his mentor Plato, Aristotle was aware that words
and pictures influence power on the audience. This means words can be
translated, interpreted, expressed, or even rewritten. They can be
considered distinct signs in a language with pictorial or audial faces.
Characterization and ethos enable the artist to create intangible realities
and reveal the truth by proceeding to a subject-object axis. Ethography in
art allows general consensus (at least within a society). Because ethics is
known as an obligatory system that requires norms and rules. Therefore,
the ethics that have been endorsed by a society or community and have
been regarded as nomos is like a unifying and pivotal factor of society, and
obedience to them is obligatory, as seen in Greek 5th century BC.
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