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Abstract

As a Wittgensteinian fideist, Phillip’s approach to the epistemology
of religious propositions is different from Wittgenstein’s approach.
In this paper, first through description and analysis of Philips’s
approach to three concept and problem of non-realism, the way of
life and theory of language games it has been showed that he takes
internalist approach to those concepts and problems which is
contrary to Wittgenstein’s externalist and contextualist approach,
though his internalist approach is a moderate internalism. His
moderate internalism has its roots in his distinction between the
meaningfulness and and justification religious beliefs and reducing
justification religious beliefs to language games. Besides that, he
considers the religious way of life different from other ways of life.
Our critical review of his approach shows that his absolute
distinction between meaningfulness and justification of religious
beliefs is a problematic distinction.
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1. Introduction

As we know, contemporary theories of justification are classified in two
categories of internalist and externalist. According to internalism, all we
need for justification are internal to the subject. In contrast, externalism
considers an external element, such as causal relation, in construction of
knowledge. While most of big figures of contemporary epistemology are
inclined to externalism, Philips defends internalism.

On the other hand, based on his inspirations from Wittgenstein he tries
to use certain elements of Wittgenstein’s philosophy such as, externalism,
the way of life, non-realism, cultural approach, theory of language games,
which confronts his philosophy of religion with some challenges and
contradictions; and this research attempts to show one of them.

2. Philips approach to the way of life as a set of beliefs

Philips approach to the problem of the way of life is a cultural one. Thus
whether Philips and Wittgenstein’s understandings of the way of life are
the same or not. According to Philips, to consider the way of life as a set
of religious beliefs is better than considering as pure communal act,
because this led to allow that religions debates on ¢ or reject various beliefs
aren’t in vain. This understanding of the way of life allows the rationality
of different religious beliefs of Christians, Jews and Muslims. Thus,
distinction between religiosity and non-religiosity disappears, because all
people are share in this form of religious life.

But this leads us to an obvious contradiction, because in criticizing and
evaluating religious beliefs all religions would be common and the
problem of God would be a rational as well as common problem for both
believers and non-believers. On the other hand, according to Philips every
thing that converts the question of religious beliefs as a rational and
evaluable problem couldn’t be permissible, because Philips believes that
reason can’t evaluate religious belief. But if he allows the way of life as a
cultural act, in fact allows common and rational evaluating of religious
beliefs. This, in turn, disappears distinction between faith and atheism. But
this stands in contradiction with Philips’ allowing the theory of way of life
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and the fideism hidden in it. Philips accepts theory of way of life in order
to show that why and how an atheist couldn’t understand and grasp
religious language and faithful way of life. Therefore, he makes a sharp
distinction between faith and atheism. This is one of his prefaces in his
reasoning for fideism.

3. Philips argument for internalism

In order to explain Philips” argument for internalism we can refer to the
meaning of “must” in absolute and relative affairs. For Philips, “must” has
two distinct meaning: if the truth that is expressing through “must” is in
accordance with our will and desire, then its meaning is relative and we
can reject and alter it with another meaning. But its absolute meaning is
independent of our will and desire and thus it isn’t changeable. He applies
this explanation to the proposition that “religious beliefs are important”.
According to Philips, the term “important’” have two different relative and
absolute meaning. If a belief was experienceable, then it would be liable to
criticism and thus, would be relative. Logical form of his argument is as
follow:

First preface: Human life is divided to different contract, independent
parts which one has its own meaning.

Second preface: each part of human life, including the religion, has its
own distinguished meaning and we can’t reduce artificially them to each
other and unify. In other words, different parts of human life has no unity.

Third preface: religious beliefs, which are related to one of those parts,
are logically and completly distinguished from other parts.

Forth preface; logical distinction of religious beliefs from other aspects
of life shows that the meaning of a belief is determined through and in
religious language.

Fifth preface: from the point of view of believers, religious beliefs are
considered as absolute affairs and according to the above mentioned
arguments, the absolute affair is distinguished from other affairs and parts
of life and couldn’t be evaluate commonly, i.e. it isn’t deepened to cultural,
social or other regions of human life, but understood internally. Thus, the
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criteria of meaningfulness of religious beliefs as an absolute affair couldn’t
be traced in various levels and spheres of people as well as in social
occurrences. The only criteria of meaningfulness of religious belief is
religious language and religious way of life.

4. Conclusion

We have showed, unlike Wittgenstein’s fideism, Philops’ fideism is largely
internalist, but a moderate one. Through allowing the semantic relation
between distinguished language games and rejecting complete distinction
of semantic relation of ways of life in the semantic aspect of beliefs, he
confirms complete distinction only in the epistemic aspect and justifying
the beliefs.

While in the first glance in order to save his fideist foundation, he
separates semantic aspect of beliefs from their epistemic aspect, but if we
allow that external elements and other ways of life and language games
semantically affect the meaning of religious beliefs, then complete
epistemic separation of language games would be impossible. In other
wortds, if we allow semantic affections of language games, then their
epistemic role would be confirmed. Allowing semantic role and at the
same time denying epistemic role of them is an apparent contradiction.
Thus, his fideism would be defected through defecting of his version of
internalism. His only way of preserving his version of fideism is allowing
Wittgenstein’s externalist version of fideism.
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