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Abstract

Although Bakhtin and Hegel's ideas are not very cleatly related at first
glance, and especially since Bakhtin is critical of Hegel and his dialectical
method in his explicit statements, yet, Bakhtin's principles let us have an
intertextual reading of his texts and his dialogism, as a framework of his
thought, based on Hegel's dialectic. This intertextual reading consists of
three patts: In the first part, the dialectical moments, which are "in-itself",
"for-itself", and "in-and-for-itself" are identified in Bakhtin's dialogism.
The second part is devoted to a review of Bakhtin's dialogism with the
help of the logical concepts of "universal", "particular", and "individual"
from Hegel's philosophy. In the third part, Bakhtin's claim that Hegel's
dialectic is monologic is examined. As a result of this intertextual reading,
although Bakhtin's hidden dialogue with Hegel is revealed, this dialogue

does not yet mean that his thought is in complete agreement with Hegel's..
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Introduction

In this article, we try to have an intertextual reading of Bakhtin and Hegel's
thoughts based on intertextual method. In this reading, we focus on
Bakhtin's dialogism and Hegel's dialectic.

Dialogism and dialectics are the intersection of Bakhtin and Hegel's
thoughts; where you can enter into discussion, comparison, and
intertextual reading between them, and where you can see a dialogue

between the two thinkers. Dialogue and dialectic are lexically related to

each other. They have common historical roots, and they both shape the
main thinking framework of these two thinkers. If you take away dialectics
from Hegel's philosophy, you will encounter a philosophy that is no longer
Hegel's philosophy; and the same is true about the relation between
dialogue and Dialogism, and Bakhtin's thought. You can find the subject

of "language" in the background of almost all of Bakhtin's discussions. He
focuses on the dialogical aspect of language and its intertextual dimension.
In all his discussions, he bases his studies on the aspect of the dialogical
nature of language. In this sense, dialogue and dialogism can be considered
as the basic element and framework of his thought, just as we consider
dialectic as the basic element and framework of Hegel's thought.

Bakhtin and Hegel; Obvious claims

Bakhtin has a critical position when he speaks explicitly about Hegel, to
the extent that he speaks about "the monologism of Hegel's
Phenomenology of Spirit." Therefore, some interpreters of Bakhtin's
thoughts deny any connection between Hegel's and Bakhtin's thought and
consider Bakhtin an "anti-Hegelian" thinker. But others believe that
Bakhtin's dialogue can be understood only when we understand its relation

to Hegel's dialectic. Based on this, the intertextual reading of Bakhtin's
dialogue based on Hegel's dialectic can be followed in three parts:

- Identification of "dialectical moments in Bakhtin's dialogue"
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- Re-reading dialogism with the help of Hegel's logical concepts of
"universal, particular, and individual"

- Examining Bakhtin's claim that Hegel's dialectic is a monologue

Dialectical moments in Bakhtin's dialogue

Utterances and words are the building blocks of dialogue. According to
Bakhtin, what is said in the dialogue is in an intermediate state. On one
hand, this utterance is a response to what has been said before, and
therefore, it is determined by the previous utterance, and on the other
hand, it expects, motivates, predicts, and even shapes an answer. From
this state of utterance, three dialectical states/moments can be deduced:
the relation that utterance has with its past depicts its "in-itself”
state/moment, its relation to its future outlines its "for-itself"
state/moment, and because utterance has both of these states when it is
expressed, the third moment and the synthesis, that is, the "in-itself and
for-itself" state can also be identified in it. These states of language and

utterance in Bakhtin are in accordance with Hegelian dialectical moments.

Utterance as a synthesis of universal and particular

If utterance is successful as a way to communicate and leads to
communication, it indicates order and unity. Some of Bakhtin's scholars
do not accept this and believe that it is not compatible with the concept
of polyphony and heteroglossia. But this problem can be solved with the

help of Hegel: An utterance can be considered as a synthesis of universal

and particular. So, utterance expresses both the unity (universal) of the
forces of language and the plurality (particular). An utterance that merely
expresses unity will only be a passive repetition and will contradict the
reality of social heteroglossia. An utterance that has a completely
independent identity is a natural phenomenon free from linguistic
implications and responsibilities. Using this Hegelian reading, we can say
that every text/utterance is exemplifying the universal because it is
performed in a linguistic system and relies on one language, but at the
same time, each text/utterance has something unique and unrepeatable
due to its patticularity. Where the text/utterance makes meaning is where
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the text/utterance is individual; That is, according to the Hegelian reading,

it is a synthesis of universal and particular.

The dialectic of monologue and the dialectic of dialogue

Bakhtin says that Hegel's phenomenology is a monologue because it
obviously does not occur between two thinkers, nor between one thinker
and the subject of his thought. But according to the principles of Bakhtin
himself, any text as an utterance, even if it is a monologue, can be a
response to the previous utterance and be waiting for an answer, and there
is no difference between the utterance in dialogue and the utterance in
monologue in this respect. So, separating monologue and dialogue is not
as easy as it seems at first. Both are equally linguistic events, have a textual
meaning, and are therefore dialogical. Therefore, according to the
principles of Bakhtin, the monologue is a complement to the dialogue.
Accordingly, Hegel's phenomenology is also part of his dialogue with
other philosophers, and even this Bakhtin's critical encounter with Hegel
is a kind of dialogue with Hegel.

Conclusion

Although Bakhtin is a critic of Hegel, based on Bakhtin's principle of
intertextuality and the principle of dialogue between texts, Bakhtin's
dialogism can be read based on Hegelian concepts and especially his

dialectic and it could be explained how this idea has Hegelian roots. Of

course, finding these signs does not mean that the two thoughts are in
perfect agreement. The most important difference between Hegel's
dialectic and Bakhtin's dialogism is that one uses dialectics for monistic
philosophy, and the other is primarily intended to recognize the plurality
of voices.
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