Vol. 16/ Issue: 38/ Spring 2022

Examining the Perceptual Dimension of Practical Reason
in Transcendent Wisdom

Jamal Soroush (corresponding author)
Assistant Professor of Islamic Philosophy and Theology Department, University of
Malayer, Malayer, Iran. jsorush@yahoo.com

Ehsan Torkashvand
Assistant Professor of Education Department, University of Malayer, Malayer, Iran.
torkashvand110@yahoo.com

Abstract

The intellect, which is one of the sources of knowledge, is divided into
theoretical and practical. There is no difference in the existence of
theoretical intellect and its role in perceiving generalities, but there is a
difference in the fact that practical intellect is independent of theoretical
intellect and is evidence; Some philosophers deny the existence of practical
reason independent of theoretical reason and some believe in it.
Considering the appearance of Mulla Sadra's expressions, at first it seems
that he considers the existence of practical intellect to be independent of
theoretical intellect by two criteria (separation and contradictory existential
verbs) and because of documents such concepts as inference, thought,
Troy, conjecture and inspiration, Belief and judgment) that are associated
with perception, attributes partial perception to it. However, in this paper,
we came to this conclusion by descriptive-analytical method after minor
(not cobra) damage in the two mentioned criteria and considering that all
types of partial perceptions have appropriate powers (such as sense,
imagination and delusion). That neither practical intellect has an existence
independent of theoretical intellect, nor can a partial perception be
invoked to it, and therefore we must consider Mulla Sadra to be of the
same view.
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One of the epistemological topics is the sources of knowledge, one of
which is reason. In the source of reason, most of the theoretical reason is
related to the function of general perception and practical reason is less
considered. Therefore, in this article, we are trying to raise this issue. First
we need to know how many groups of Islamic thinkers there are in this
regard:

1. Some do not consider the basis of the existence of a paradigm for
practical reason in the breadth of theoretical reason except validity.

2. Another group considers practical reason other than theoretical
reason, but explicitly denies perceptual dignity from practical reason and
considers it only the status of agency. For these two groups, practical
intellect will not be a source of sources of knowledge.

3. The third category considers practical reason as other than
theoretical reason and has also given it a perceptual status. For this group,
theoretical intellect is the absolute proof of universals; And practical
reason does things, some of which seem to be perceptual. This view can
be seen in some of Mulla Sadra's words.

What needs to be mentioned and explained here are three things: first,
the meaning of perception; Second, proving the existence of an
independent practical intellect; And third, the proof that it is evidence.

a. According to Mulla Sadra, there are different types of perception.
Therefore, the purpose of examining the perceptual dimension of practical
reason is whether practical reason is the only factor or can benefit from
perception? In the latter case, what kind of perception does practical
reason possess?

b. To prove the existence of practical reason, the criterion of plurality
must first be known. Perhaps the two criteria for multiplicity of powers
(separation and actions of contradictory existence) can be considered
practical reason as independent of theoretical reason.

c. In the functions that Mulla Sadra mentions for practical reason,
concepts have been mentioned that can implicitly indicate its perceptual

dimension.
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Assessment

The last two claims (Distinction and evidence) are criticized as follows:

a. There is a flaw in each of the criteria. Regarding the first criterion, it
can be said that although it is possible for a human being to have the
highest degrees of the other intellect in spite of one of the two intellects,
he never lacks the absolute degrees of that intellect in all its degrees and
levels. But the drawbacks of the second criterion: theoretical intellect does
not do existential work so that due to its contradiction with the existential
works of practical reason, it is appropriate to contradict it.

b. Evaluating the evidence of practical reason: Since practical reason
deals with details, the ultimate perception that may be attributed to it is
sensory and imaginary perception; But the point is that they have a trustee.

Conclusion

With the mentioned analysis, we must remove Mulla Sadra from the third
category and place him in the first category; In other words, Mulla Sadra,
like Farabi, Molahadi Sabzevari, Mohaghegh Esfahani and the late
Muzaffar, do not consider practical reason to be independent of
theoretical reason and in its breadth, but believe in a reason with the
function of general perception, which is called theoretical credit and
practical credit. Becomes; If it belongs to perception, theoretical and
developmental affairs, and observes reality and nuclei and non-existences,
and is outside the will and authority of man, it is theoretical, and if it
belongs to practical affairs and in the realm of human will and authority,
and observes values and needs and It should not be, it is called action. In
addition to reasoning and inference, whenever there is a need for general
understanding, this single intellect is responsible for it; But if there was a
need for a partial perception, the powers of the senses, the imagination,
and the delusions were its sponsors, and there was no need to assume the
existence of another power for it.
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