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Abstract

The corona virus has affected the lives of many people around the
world and has caused physical, psychological, economic harm to
human societies. Individuals' attitudes toward the sufferings and
problems of those with the disease, and all sufferers in general at
this time, are different, and this difference is due to differences in
the views in confronting with others. According to Kant's
philosophy of ethics, moral judgment is independent of any
evaluation and is opposed to Consequentialism. According to Kant,
the will of man as a rational being is a moral factor and the source
of necessary law. According to Kant's duty-otiented approach, the
moral act is merely to act with the motive of duty, and other motives
have no place in it. From the perspective of Levinas, on the other
hand, morality challenges the subject's spontaneity in confronting
with the epiphany of the "othet" face. The foundation of morality
is in confronting with the "other" and involves infinite
responsibility. Man's compassion for others is rooted in his infinite
and asymmetrical responsibility to "the other." Kant's moral duty
and responsibility for Levinas in the face of coronary suffering has
its own effects, implications, and consequences.
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In early 2020, with a widespread outbreak of the coronavirus, Covid-19
spread to worlds and had painful consequences for human beings around
the world. Some of the consequences of this event are: Physical and
mental pain of affected people, mortality of some patients and impatience
of relatives of the deceased, anxiety and stress of relatives of these patients
- including family and friends - due to concern about the complicated
situation of patients, economic problems such as unemployment, as well
as recession and business closures. Although this issue can be examined
from different aspects, it is important to study it from a moral point of
view, because people in different positions can be effective in relieving
and reducing the pain of their fellow human beings through moral
encounters. Thinkers have come up with different principles and
approaches to moral encounter. Including Immanuel Kant and
Emmanuel Levinas, who begin their intellectual project with a critique of
Western tradition. The main question of this paper is a comparative
comparison of Kant's duty-orientation and Levinas's responsibility in
confrontation with Corona sufferers. Each of the two moral approaches
-Kant’s duty-oriented approach and responsibility according to Levinas -
in accordance with their specific principles and components, confront the
Corona sufferers and consider responding to the sufferers' call as a
precious opportunity for moral action. The origin of this answer, from
Kant's point of view, is reason, which has set abstract principles for the
moral agent: the reason that also governs the will and determines the
moral duties for the agent. For Levinas, too, the origin of the answer is
the subject through whom he encounters the moral agent which has an
infinite and asymmetric responsibility for the suffering and pain of the
"other." Kant considers this responding to the suffering of others as a
moral responding only on the condition that it is a duty, but Levinas does
not pay attention to the duty and instead he considers responding to the
suffering as an infinite and asymmetric responsibility. According to Kant's
moral principles, action based on moral principles has a universal validity,
so from Levinas's point of view, with the arrival of the "third person", the
responsibility, in addition to the "othet", is also for others.

In this article, first, Kant's ethics and Levinas's ethics are briefly
explained, and then the effects, implications and consequences of the two
approaches in dealing with Corona sufferers are compared.

According to Kant, paying attention to the consequences and problems
of Corona sufferers is a duty that the moral agent voluntarily determines
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the principles that govern it, and in determining these principles, he pays
attention to the fact that their application is always and be allowed for all
people. Hence, the act of the moral agent in the face of economic,
psychological, and physical problems resulting from the corona is always
moral: a morality that is completely abstract and devoid of human
emotions. The moral agent thinks only of doing his duty within the limits
of the abstract principles laid down by reason, even if it does not lead to
the desired result for the afflicted. But according to Levinas, dealing with
the problems of the corona victims is an infinite responsibility rooted in
the agent's encounter with the "other." This responsibility will never be
removed from the moral agent and will not be limited in any way. He is
responsible without any expectation of reciprocity; the further he goes,
the more he becomes aware of the inevitability and asymmetry of his
responsibility for the other - and consequently of others - and the
interesting thing is that he finds himself guiltier and in this way, he does
not refusal to sacrifice his life.

However, although Kantian morality is more systematic than
responsible morality, But Levinasian morality seems more successful in
relieving the suffering of others because of the departure from a
humanistic and totalitarian attitude towards others, as well having an
embodiment morality, accepting asymmetric and infinite responsibility
and preferring others to oneself.
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