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Abstract

The main purpose of this qualitative study is to visualize the philosophy
program for children (P4C) in Iranian primary education (policy, strategies
and practice). The secondary purpose is to examine the informational and
practical experiences, perceptions and feelings of specialists and
elementary teachers of the representation and possibility of implementing
a philosophy program for children in primary education in Iran. The
method of qualitative research is phenomenography. Data were collected
over two weeks through one-on-one interviews with 8 experts and 13
teachers involved in the FBQ program. Findings in three three-level
descriptive categories; Policy-making, strategies, and implementation
constitute the outcome space. Most of the interviewees considered these
three levels necessary in the implementation of the FBQ program. As a
result, this study suggests that phenomenography can be used as an
evaluation tool to identify policies, strategies, and practices and to describe
their structural aspects, which may serve as the executive framework of
the FBQ) program from marginal to thematic core and its sensitivity. Move
that has never been thought of before. As a result, identifying the above
challenges at three descriptive levels in finding solutions and solving
obstacles and problems, will facilitate the implementation process and
help achieve the goals of the FBQ program in primary education.
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Introduction

The serious need of today's society for educational issues, especially child
upbringing, has forced educators and psychologists to raise new issues in
the field of child upbringing, one of which is the "philosophy for children"
program. It has not been more than five decades since its design by
thinkers in the world.

This thought paradigm was introduced by Matthew Lipman in the late
1970s. Because, in the past, philosophy was considered a way for adults to
talk about metacognitive issues, which in recent years, in addition to adults,
also included the rights of children. Because many philosophers
considered philosophy to be the concept of philosophizing, this concept
of philosophy made it possible to teach philosophy to the child.
Philosophy for Children (P4C) is a program that has emerged in the
context of the philosophy of pragmatism and influenced by new
psychological theories, especially Vygotsky's theories. Undoubtedly, this
program has presuppositions about "being", "man" and "knowledge".
Belief in a changing and evolving world, belief in a young rational human
being, and acceptance of dynamic knowledge in the P4C program indicate
a special wotldview of this plan. However, the Holy Qut'an in many
verses, many years ago addressed man and advised him to reason and
think, and rebukes those who refuse to use the light of reason and reason
(Baqarah) , 73 and 242; believers, 80; prophets, 10). Therefore, according
to the aims of the present article, it intends to study the phenomenon of
philosophy program for children in primary education of the country; it
has been done with a critique of policies, strategies and its implementation.

In the policy dimension of this program, it is suggested that the
Ministry of Education, in terms of indigenous-cultural conditions and
beliefs of the philosophy program for children, in order to compile and
produce appropriate content, as well as eliminate regional deprivations in
terms of manpower shortage. The expert in the field of FBQ should not
delay the implementation of this program any more. In terms of strategies,
education officials in the provinces to build trust and explain the
objectives of FABK, compile and produce FBQ content, train and
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empower P4C executives, as well as provide mechanisms to implement an
effective evaluation system in primary education. In the implementation
of this program, our country has many challenges and problems, including;
High population density in the classroom, low quality of teachers'
philosophical literacy, preparation and cooperation of parents with the
executive agents of the program in order to succeed and strengthen the
program, which requires culture building and education in this regard is
recommended.

Strategies and empowerments that include building trust and explaining
the goals of FABK, compiling and producing P4C content, training and
empowering FABK executives, include an effective evaluation system. It
should be said that this result is based on the results of research by Khaniki
et al. (2017) based on the appropriate content of this program with the
philosophical attitude of students and Seyed Kalan et al. It is in line with
the revision of the content of the FBQ program according to the
countries' environment. It should be said that the level of strategies as a
level of empowerment follows the higher level which is the level of
structural-policy challenges, and until the problems and obstacles
upstream are solved, the empowerers can not be stepped on.

This study aims to represent and feasibility philosophy for children
(P4C) in primary education in Iran (policy, strategies and practice) with a
phenomenological approach. To answer the research objectives, it is
necessary to ask several questions.In the present study, to identify the
research problem, three descriptive categories have been extracted: the
first level: the level of policy at the macro level (dimension of structural-
policy challenges), the second level: the level of strategies (level of strategic
conditions; enablers) and the level Third: level of execution and action
(level of conditions of execution and action)

According to the analysis, these surfaces have a cascading effect on
each other; That is, they are necessary to each other. Because, structural-
policy challenges include; Indigenous-cultural conditions, religious beliefs,
content challenges, regional deprivation and lack of specialized
manpower; the scope of decisions, actions and implementation plans of
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P4C in the country are overshadowed, problems and obstacles can be

removed at this level.
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