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Abstract

The Value-Free Ideal of science (VFI) is the view that non-epistemic values can play
no legitimate role in the epistemic evaluation of scientific theories. The VFI, which
once was defended as a regulative norm guiding the course of scientific inquiry in
dealing with non-epistemic values, has been the target of some forceful attacks lately.
One of the main objections is an argument called the Inductive Risk Argument (IRA).
The validity of IRA, though, has been questioned. Moreover, it can be shown that even
if we assume its validity, IRA is not successful in routing out the VVFI. The core idea
behind the VFI is the illegitimacy of any role non-cognitive values may play in
determining the evidence, so to undermine the VFI, this very claim should be denied.
Accordingly, there have been attempts in the literature to point out cases of the proper
evidential role of non-cognitive values. By examining these cases, we argue that non-
epistemic values should not play any evidential role for scientific theories, and thus the
VFI can be defended. In the end, a more accurate interpretation of the VFI will be
provided.

Keywords: The Value-Free Ideal (VFI), Inductive Risk Argument (IRA), Non-
epistemic values, Thick concepts, Narrow concepts.
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