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Abstract

The “unity of Sirat (path)”, whether being viewed through an intra-religious approach
or an extra-religious one, is one of the requirements for the purity of Islam. Any inter-
pretation or explanation that leads to the multiplicity of paths is logically in conflict
with the purity of religion and the possibility of distinguishing right from wrong,
and leads to absurdity. The present paper is a study with an affirmative approach to
the “unity of the path” from the perspective of Allama Tabataba’i. After stating the
problem, first the definition of the ontological, legislative and penal path from Alla-
ma’s point of view is presented and then his arguments on the unity of the path are
explained. The result is that, with two philosophical reasons and three theological
arguments, he has proved the unity of the path in its all three realms of creation, legis-
lation and punishment, and consequently, has rejected the multiplicity of the path from
the perspective of reason and religion. Philosophical reasons are: 1. the Simple Reality
is everything (theology); 2. unity of efficient causes and final causes; and theological
reasons are: 1. conformity of legislation and creation (cosmology); 2. the unity of the
specific truth of human being (anthropology); 3. the rational implication between the
oneness of the Almighty Lord with the unity of the path.
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