Journal of Athar

ISSN: 2538-1830 | Volume 42 | Issue 3 | Fall 2021

A Study on the Reflection of War Tools in Tombstones of

the Islamic Era of Iran

Ali Sadraie!, Esmaiel Maroufi Aghdam?*

1. Assistant Professor of Archeology, Faculty Member of the Archaeological Research Institute, Tehran, Iran
2. PhD in Archeology, Faculty of Social Sciences, Mohaghegh Ardabili University, Ardabil, Iran

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Original Article

Received: 2021/08/14;
Accepted: 2021/12/08;
Published Online 2021/12/12

d.} 10.30699/athar.42.3.424

Use your device to scan
and read the article online

Corresponding Author
Esmaiel Maroufi Aghdam
PhD in Archeology, Faculty of
Social  Sciences, Mohaghegh
Ardabili University, Ardabil, Iran
Email:
esmaeel.maroufi@gmail.com

War tools are one of the most important designs that appear on the
tombstones of different periods of Islamic Iran. These motifs are usually
simple, and only the general and visual form of the weapon has been
considered by stonemasons. The present study surveyed the designs of war
tools on the tombstones and the reason for their use on the tomb of the
deceased using a descriptive-analytical and historical method and according
to field studies and library documents. It also compared these images with
the weapons of the Islamic period in Iran. The findings showed that these
motifs are mostly engraved on tombstones with the form of ram and lion and
altar-shaped stones and include: sword, bow and arrow, dagger, mace, gun,
shield and spear. The image of curved swords has been used the most. The
general and apparent form of these weapons is depicted, as the weapons of
the Islamic period, especially the llkhanid, Timurid, Safavid, and Qajar eras,
and is probably a sign of the artist's knowledge of the metalworking industry
of that time .On the other hand, these paintings are mostly engraved on
tombstone due to the bravery of the deceased and show their greatness and
respect, strength and courage, heroism and bravery.
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