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The Elements of Curse and the Representation of
Gender in the Written Couplets of Fars folklore

Saeed Khosropur!, Mohammad Moradi*?

Extended Abstract

Native songs have covered to a large extent the issues and concerns of
the lives of their ancestors. Since they cover a wide range of beliefs,
they cover the period from birth to death. These poems mostly have
lyrical themes and comprise the possible and impossible emotions,
feelings and aspirations of the poets (Zolfaghari, 2015, p. 291).
Sufficient knowledge of the issues of life of different ethnic groups
requires a series of studies to include the narrow-mindedness that is
essential for a scientific research as a result of the large number of
native Iranian poems. Consequently, the researcher should highlight
this issue and be bound to specific cases. In this research, Fars is the
origin of one of the main native climates of the poems, and "curse™
and its essential elements have been analyzed in folklore couplets
according to the representation of the elements of life in Fars folklore
poems. Curse is a human reaction that occurs in conditions of
disability, failure, and duress, and embraces the elements of the one
who curses, the one who is cursed, and the reason and the content of
the curse. Some researchers have focused over the issue of the curse in
folklore literature; for example, Mahouzi et al. (2017) have
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premeditated the content of the curse in more than 3,000 Mazandaran
and Khorasani couplets.

Most of the studies are related to the field of history and linguistics
or have dealt with this category in classical mythology and poetry.

This research has scrutinized the couplets of Fars province through
the analytical-descriptive method using library sources. 4391 folklore
couplets of Fars province have been dissected and one hundred and
forty-nine (149) couplets containing the concept of curse have been
analyzed based on accurate statistics, the elements of curser and the
cursed one, and the reason for the curse. In consequence, the
subsequent outcomes have been achieved through concentrating on
the element of gender.

In the studied couplets, the cursers are classified into nineteen (19)
groups, of which the lover has the highest frequency with 123 samples
and 82%.

Beleaguered people and the ones with anonymous identities are in
the second and third groups. The existence of this unidentified other as
a curser, emphasizes the allocation of couplets to romantic themes
owing to the nature of the type of poetry. People who hate women
(particularly on account of unfaithfulness) and those who are unlucky
are classified fourth and fifth in terms of frequency.

Fourteen (14) groups of cursers have the same frequency. All these
cursers are human except the rooster, humans who have been
concerned about the past and have been complicated in issues that
have been cursed by factors based on the situation.

Another significant point is the deficiency of plants as cursers; as
cursing is related to speech as a human action, and plants lack these
features, they are not involved in the group of cursers.

In keeping with the findings, 72 cases (48.32%) of male cursers and
9 cases (6.04%) are female. 68 samples of curses (45.63%) also do not
have textual signs. Thus, it indicates that they are male or female; that
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is, their curser can be either male or female depending on the situation
in which the poem is used. Though half of the cases of "male or
female" cursers (22.81%) are related to women and the percentage of
"female"” cases is further, the number and percentage of male cursers
is still greater. In this case, 71.15% of the cursers are men and 28.85%
of the cursers are women.

This result is in reverse with the popular belief that most women
curse; the result is mostly due to the egocentricity and greedy outlook
of the man and all together shows his weakness in the face of
hindrances.

The cursed ones are divided into 34 categories in the under study
couplets (177). The beloved one has been cursed the most from all
sides in a romantic relationship as the main guilty with 41 items and
23.16%, and The lover is in the second place with 24 samples and
13.55 %, of which 21 samples promise the lover's self-denial.

From this viewpoint, the curse has a unique place as an applied tool
in folklore romantic poetry. Half of the cursed ones (17 groups) are
non-human. This issue not only reveals the relationship between these
points with human life but also human inevitability; the fact is that he
curses non-human groups instead of confronting the perpetrators of
inappropriate conditions.

In terms of gender, the cursed are a total of 180 samples that fall into
three categories: male, female, and the non- gendered ones; this
statistic includes poems in which 174 samples have one gender and in
three poems, two genders and they all have been cursed.

Out of a total of 143 cases, about 80% of the cursed are gender-
based (male / female) which is equal to 37 cases. Remarking the
samples with specific gender, 38 samples (21.11%) were specifically
female, 44 samples (24.44%) were male and 61 (33.88%) were male
or female; that is, even though the cursed ones are human, it is not
possible to determine their exact gender and they are subject to the
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position of the reading. If the number of male self-cursing (totally 12)
is taken into account, the man is definitely not cursed by the woman in
32 cases, and the woman with 38 cases is 6 times more cursed than the
man.

This result is also divergent to the faith that the female gender is
considered more cursed and the male gender is deliberated as the ones
who curse more.

One hundred and sixty-six reasons of cursing have been detected in
the couplets of the folklore of Fars which were categorized in sixty-
five groups, splitting with 25 examples and 15.06% scored the most
frequent one. Other reasons such as splitting, cheating, attracting the
loved one's attention, the misfortune of the lover are the most frequent
ones in the couplets of the folklore. The remaining forty-one items
have the lowest frequencies.
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