Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 10, No. 44
May — June 2022
Research Article

b &

AT

The Reflection of Social Status of Women in the
Shahroud Chansons

Javad Ameri', Seyyed Hassan Tabatabai*?, Seyyed Hossein
Tabatabaei?

Research background

Panahi (2007) in the book National Songs of Iran has mentioned a
number of folk songs. Shariatzadeh (1992) in the book Culture of the
People of Shahroud has made a brief reference to wedding ballads.
Ameri and Tabatabai (2017) in the book Boom of Sarkavir Songs have
collected the local sounds and melodies of Sarkavir and Taroud
regions. Tabatabai et al. (2015) in the article "Rituals of mourning
and joy in Sarkovir", have analyzed some wedding songs and
mourning in Sarkvir region.

Aims, questions, and hypotheses

The research begins with the question that is based on the beliefs
arising from the popular echelons of Shahroudi, seeking to realize if
women are active and independent activists in the social and cultural
spheres or if they are passive and popular in the populist context of
society? Which sociological and anthropological features of this
climate can be achieved by examining the canvases of the poems of

1 PhD Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, Semnan University, Semnan, Iran.
http://www.orcid.org/0000000153677136

2 Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Semnan University, Semnan, Iran.
http://www.orcid.org/0000000177943945

3 PhD of Persian Language and Literature, Bojnourd University, Bojnourd, Iran.
http://www.orcid.org/0000000328246793

61

Received: 14/12/2021
Accepted: 28/02/2022

* Corresponding Author's E-mail:
shtabataba@semnan.ac.ir


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 10, No. 44
May — June 2022
Research Article

Xy

AT

the people of Shahroud region? The present study is based on the idea
that the women of the study area, in their subconscious, try to prove
their "self" and deny their far-sightedness. The premise of the article
is that if we see a woman as a wife and sometimes a mother, it has
found a proper place among the chansons of the people of Shahroud,
not because of the value and dignity that the dominant culture has
given to the female element, but rather, it is because of the social and
cultural needs that have been felt since the existence of women as
educators of the child of the obedient, educator, and nurturer of the
next generation.

The body of research

On the social effects of women in the canvas of poems

As seen through the study of canvases in the city of Shahroud, the city
is a glorious and transcendent image that shows the simplicity and
unpretentiousness of the rural environment. It is a mixture of
emotional attraction and economic and social effort. But in the depths
of the hidden cultural layers, it seems that gender-based language is
still discriminatory, putting women in a position inferior to men. It
can be said that based on what emerges from the folk chansons of
Shahroud region, the characteristics and effects that are observed from
women are not out of the following in the general category:

Woman - lover

In folk tales, sometimes a woman initiates love and leaves her second
sex (Mashhadi et al., 2015, p. 26). In folk tales of Indian origin, it
seems that this motif is more obvious (see Tabatabai et al., 2018, pp.
14-11), recklessness, self-awareness, pride and will are the
characteristics that a woman has as a lover.
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Woman - beloved

The most obvious manifestation of a woman in songs is the beloved
that every man aspires to. Feminine emotional characteristics appear
here in two types: physical love (erotic) and food love (lack of
physical pleasure; mystical love). The important point here is the
relative freedom of action, activism, authority and independence that
women have in public literature, compared to the romantic stories of
formal literature. In this manifestation of her lover, the woman is
manifested in the following forms in the songs: the originality and
race of the beloved, the tenderness and beauty of the beloved, the
sacrifice at the feet of the beloved, the expression of grief, sorrow and
distance.

Woman -wife

In this function, the wife is the manifestation of chastity, loyalty,
affection, etc. This image of a woman has received the most praise in
the field of literature. It is thought that these praises should not be
easily overlooked and should be carefully considered.

Woman -mother

In this context, the woman is a symbol of love, patience and affection,
and the nurturer of the prophets and Plato, she is basically the mother
who takes a person to the garden of "song™ for the first time, and that
is the musical song that whispers in her ear.

Female - symbol of life and fertility

Another important and ancient function of this genus is the connection
it has with birth. It is still possible to show a trace of female
reproductive power in the heart of some popular beliefs of the people
of this land. The cultural and social function of this manifestation of
woman goes beyond the male partner.
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These women are in fact an ideal example of the female sex, whose
function is to introduce and build a suitable model for women in
society. Being modest and refraining from speaking in front of men is
one of the characteristics that have been enumerated for women in the
unwritten contracts of traditional society.

Woman - The "other™ is inferior

It is a common and prevailing view in the field of Persian literature
that a wise woman is a bad-tempered, unfaithful, colorless and
traitorous creature whose only benefit is sexual gratification, and of
course, having an anonymous "king's daughter™ in the universe. The
story is a clear proof of the reduction and nutrition of women on the
horizon of a patriarchal society. In such an atmosphere, a woman
does not have an original identity, but is the daughter, wife, sister and
mother of a man who does not even have an independent name for
herself. It is not far-fetched that women are misogynistic and thorny -
that in various places in Iranian literature the role of the remnants of
Buddhist and Matavi teachings is closed (Sadari, 1996, p. 17)

Explaining the criteria of aesthetics through the canvas of poems

In different literary periods, the criteria and the basis of aesthetics
have been different. Feminine and physical beauties, greatness and
moral virtues, as well as the sacred and spiritual beauties are among
the various manifestations of beauty in the field of Persian literature.
Leaving aside the examples of physical beauty, the aesthetic
foundations in these chansons are sometimes specific and find
characteristics that are unparalleled in official literature. For example,
a short stature of a friend who is not in lyrical literature. In these
chansons, it has been debunked with a psychological trick and verses
from its appearance.
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Conclusion

In Shahroudi chansons, a woman has many social and cultural roles.
Besides the traditional role of a beloved, a woman could play the role
of a lover. Far from having a lower status and unfaithful position, she
has been a companion, sympathizer, and supporter of the family.
Some aesthetic features could be extracted from these chansons. For
example, the short height is not considered a flaw, and to compensate
that some local metaphors have been employed.
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Interviewees
Abbasi, Kohak, Fifth grade of elementary, 60 years old, Rancher,
Biarjamand, Baram Khartouran.
Ahmadi, Fatemeh, Elementary, 75 years old, Housewife, Biarjamand.
Ahmadi, Tahereh, Fifth grade of elementary, 55 years old, Craftsman, Qaleh
Bala.
Ahmadi, Zahra, Elementary, 80 years old, Housewife, Biarjamand.
Ameri, Ismail, Illiterate, 71 years old, Rancher, Shahroud, Toroud.
Ameri, Masoumeh, illiterate, 68 years old, Housewife, Shahroud, Toroud.
Ameri, Mohammad, illiterate, 80 years old, Rancher, Shahroud, Toroud.
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Hamidi, Khanali, Diploma, 48 years old, Farmer, Ghosheh Kalposh.

Heidari, Nasrollah, Fifth grade of elementary, 45 years old, Rancher,
Biarjamand, Dastjerd Biarjamand.

Hosseini Kia, Seyed Ali, Bachelor's degree, 29 years old, Teacher,
Biarjamand, Zamanabad.

Javadi, Mirza, Fifth grade of elementary, 48 years old, Chef, Zamanabad
Khartouran.

Kalantari, Masoumeh, illiterate, 83 years old, Farmer, Shahroud, Toroud.

Karami, Leila, illiterate, 80 years old, Housewife, Biarjamand, Asbkeshan
Khartouran.

Kigbadi, Mehdi, Master, 35 years old, Secretary, Qaleh Bala Biarjamand.

Mansoori, Kobra, illiterate, 65 years old, Housewife, Biarjamand,
Ahmadabad Khartouran.

Mohammadi, Zahra, Quranic literacy, 71 years old, Housewife, Name Nik
Kalposh.

Mousavi, Fatemeh, 66 years old, Illiterate, Farmer, Shahroud, Toroud.

Rabiee, Sakineh, Quranic literacy, 65 years old, Housewife, Miami.

Rabiee, Zahra, illiterate, 78 years old, Housewife, Shahroud, Toroud.

Sadeghi, Zahra, illiterate, 48 years old, Housewife, Biarjamand, Ahmadabad
Khartouran.

Shiri, Ali, illiterate, 59 years old, Rancher, Biarjamand, Darazab Khartouran.

Shokoohi Moghadam, Mohammad, Fifth grade of elementary, 48 years old,
Rancher, Miami, Hosseinabad Kalposh.

Toroudi, Nesa, illiterate, 80 years old, Farmer, Shahroud, Toroud.

vaezi, Tahereh, Quranic literacy, 70 years old, Housewife, Biarjamand,
Zamanabad Khartouran.

vakili, Nesa, Quranic literacy, 67 years old, Housewife, Shahroud, Toroud.



