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The Representation of Family VValues and Gender
Relations in Balochi Proverbs

Behrouz Roustakhiz*', Naser Mahmoudzehi Fard?

Research Background

In general, valuable studies and works have been done in the field of
collecting and sometimes analyzing the proverbs of Iranian ethnic
groups. However, only a few of these works have focused on the study
of family values and gender relations in proverbs. For example, we
can refer to Zolfaghari's study (2013) entitled “Family and family
relations in Persian proverbs”, the article “Women and gender
proverbs” by Masooumi and Rahiminejad (2012), “The Place of
Family and Woman in Bakhtiari Proverbs” by Rezace and Zaheri
(2015), as well as the article “The Representation of Kinship
Relationships in Persian Proverbs” written by Zandi and Abbasi
(2016). Access to works in the field of Baluchi proverbs is much more
limited. One of these works is a book by BadlKhan (2000), a well-
known Baloch scholar, entitled Ropes Break at the Weakest Point, in
which, after compiling a collection of Balochi proverbs, he describes
the historical events related to each of the proverbs and the reason for
the proverbial origin. Also, another work that can be mentioned is a
book by Dolati Bakhshan (2010) entitled Piran-e Zamanag: Woman
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in the mirror of Balochi proverb in which the author has compiled a
collection of Balochi proverbs in various fields related to women.
Another work published in 2013 is a book entitled Sadgal-e Battal
Pirani: Balochi Proverbs in the Sarhad Dialect written by Sourizehi.
In this work, he has collected Balochi proverbs, ironies and idioms of
the Sarhad dialect. There is also the publication of a work by
Keshavarz entitled Battal Ganj-o Balochi Zoban-e Galvar: 6243
Balochi Proverbs in which he collected about 6000 Balochi proverbs
and matched the proverbs with their title and subject Categorized.

Objectives and Questions

Proverbs can be a good way to understand how people think about
family, kinship, and gender issues. Thus, this literary genre can reveal
many attitudes in this field and enhance our knowledge of the
perceptions of members of a community about concepts and
phenomena such as family, masculinity, femininity, motherhood, etc.
In this regard, the present study, emphasizing the need for research in
the popular culture and literature of the Baloch people as one of the
ancient and deep-rooted Iranian ethnics, has sought to understand the
role of proverbs in reproducing and consolidating social and gender
values in Baloch society. Specifically, the question is: how are family
values and gender relations reflected in Balochi proverbs?

Main Discussion

Reading and analyzing Balochi proverbs in order to understand how

family values and gender relations are represented in these proverbs

confirms at least seven central themes as follows:

1) Sovereignty and continuity of the patrilineal and patriarchal system
- One of the recurring themes in Balochi proverbs is the emphasis
on masculinism and patriarchal content and themes. Therefore, the
more we see its manifestation, the more emphasis is placed on the
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importance of paternal ancestry and less attention to maternal
ancestry.

2) Ethnocentric kinship and continuity of tribal structure - Given the
prevalence of tribal lifestyles among the Baloch, the analysis of
Balochi proverbs also confirms that among them, blood and
relative ties are of great importance.

3) Sanctifying and honoring the role of parents in the education and
socialization of children - The interpretation of Balochi proverbs in
the field of family values also shows the emphasis on the important
role of parents in disciplining and educating children.

4) Hospitality and the responsible social communication - One of the
prominent cultural features of the Baloch people is their hospitality.
In this regard, a number of Balochi proverbs can be considered that
highlighted the guest as a blessing to the host house and table.
Another point to note is that, in general, there were strong social
relations among the members of the Baloch communities, who
were mostly related to each other, and were also reflected in their
proverbs.

5) Respect to the elderly - The study of Balochi proverbs along with
field reflections in this area shows that in Balochi society, elders
have an important role in the life and leadership of society.

6) Emphasis on the importance of motherhood - Many Balochi
proverbs confirm the important position of mothers, especially in
the correct education and socialization of their children in
accordance with the culture and norms of Balochi society, in a way
that they are unmatched in this category and are very
compassionate and responsible towards their friends.

7) Looking at women in the shadow of men - Despite the fact that
there have been many famous and influential women throughout
the tumultuous history of the Baloch people, the general image of
women in this society, which is also reflected in some proverbs, is
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a representation of a second sex and almost no independent
identity.

Conclusion

Proverbs can be considered as elements in the service of constructing
social identities such as ethnic identity, gender identity, and so on. Of
course, the Baloch community and people are no exception to this rule
as the popular culture and literature of the Baloch, and in particular the
common proverbs among them have a wide application in their daily
lives.

According to the above premise, what has been achieved by
examining and analyzing Balochi proverbs is in fact indicative of a
kind of cultural, social and religious reproduction among the Balochi
people and so on. All of these proverbs represent cultural components,
education of generations, preservation of social values and moral
norms, and so on. Specifically, they affirm values such as
collectivism, tribalism, family orientation, etc., all of which have led
to the continuity of Baloch communities for many years.
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