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Abstract

Researchers have variously investigated Persian in generative, functional, and
cognitive frameworks, although, failed to account for some structural changes and the
emergence of marked structures such as Left dislocation. The main goal of this article
is to investigate left dislocation based on Optimality Theory. The present research is
based on the descriptive-analytical method, and our corpus will include spoken
Persian. The present paper aims to show that some constraints can be applied to form
left dislocation in Persian, while ranking of the constraints represents the optimal
form/forms. The constriants are based on constructional uints of Featurs and
Conceptual Units which are properties of grammatical categories such as argument, or
discourse-functioal ones, such as topic. The results show that applying the constraints
of precedence, adjacency, and faithfulness on one side, and more features or
conceptual units on the other side, the applied theory can further result in appropriate
analysis of Persian cases. In other words, Syntax First Alignment has proved to be a
promising framework for modeling Persian Left dislocation and can offer an
alternative for syntactic frameworks based on hierarchical structure. The results, also,
indicates that the features of [NEW], [ABOUT], and [CONTRAST] have key roles in
Persisn Argument Left Dislocation. In addition, violating the constraints of Subject
and Topic brings about unoptimality.
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Researchers have variously investigated Persian in generative, functional,
and cognitive frameworks, although, failed to account for some structural
changes and the emergence of marked structures such as Left dislocation.
The main goal of this article is to investigate left dislocation based on
Optimality Theory. To this end, we employ Optimality Theory (Prince &
Smolensky 1993; 2004) to account for the grammatical and pragmatic
properties of left dislocation. In addition, Syntax First Alignment (Newson
2004; 2010) has been applied to investigate the types of the constraints used
for the analysis of the data, and to account for the discourse- pragmatic
reasons of the left dislocation constructions, especially, left dislocated
arguments.

Left dislocation is superficially similar to preposing, but in left
dislocation a co-referential pronoun appears in the marked constituent’s
canonical position (Schiffrin and Hamilton, 2008). Dabir-Moghaddam
(2005) states that left dislocation moves an item to the leftmost (sentence-
initial position) and leaves a resumptive pronoun in its original place. As
Geluykens (1992) believes, ‘a noun phrase is positioned initially and a
reinforcing pronoun stands proxy for it in the relevant position of the
sentence’.

The present research is based on the descriptive-analytical method, and
the corpus will include spoken Persian. The following properties are
supposed to be investigated: a) whether the left dislocated constituent leaves
a pronominal clitic b) the status of 1* argument as an explicit or a dropping
pronoun; and c¢) the host of the pronominal clitic.

Making use of Alignment syntax and the theoretical framework of
Optimality, the paper aims to show that some constraints of Precedence (x P
y or x Fy), Adjacency (x A y), and Faithfulness (FAITHprac) can be applied
to form left dislocation of arguments in Persian, ranking of which represent
the optimal form/forms. In organizing such constraints, some structural
elements, called Features and Conceptual Units can be used, which are the
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properties of grammatical categories e.g., argument, and adjunct or
discourse- functional ones, such as topic.

Starting out from the assumption that the discourse function of an input
element is represented as a feature or a set of features and following Nagy
(2013), the following bundles of discourse features seem to be possible in
Persian Left dislocation.

[new] ([contrast]), - 5 discourse —new element or focus
[about] ([contrast]) — discourse-old element or topic

[new] [about] ([contrast])) —® new topic, typically surfacing as left
dislocation

Absence of discourse features ——» neutral element

Accordingly, there can be some constraints regarding the discourse
features including [contrast] A [about] and [contrast] A [new]. Some other
types of constraints applying in the analysis of left dislocation consist of
[NEW] P Darg, ROOT P [ARG, ADJ] > ROOT P Dprag, or ARG, P [ARG,
ADIJ].

Applying the constraints of precedence, adjacency, and faithfulness on
one side, and more features or conceptual units on the other side, the applied
theory can further result in appropriate analysis of the Persian cases. The
features of [ARG], [NEW], [ABOUT], and [CONTRAST] have key roles in
Persian left dislocation. Regarding the whole observed analyses of the
research, violating the constraints of Subject and Topic brings about un-
optimality in the analyzed structures. Although, violation of higher ranked
constraints such as faithfulness and the precedence of argumentl (subject) to
other arguments and verb, results in fatal violations; the occurrence of fatal
violations in some structures does not mean ungrammaticality, due to the
fact that syntax is more flexible comparing to other fields of grammar such
as phonology or morphology.
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According to the results of the tableaux, pronominal clitic attaching to the
verbal item brings about the violation of the presence of argument domain to
verbal root and, also, the presence of arg2 to argument domain which are
both fatal. Attaching of the clitic to particle/preposition in other candidates
does not cause to fatal violation. Therefore, whether the host of the
resumptive pronoun is the verb or the article/preposition, has effects on the
violation of the constraints. In addition, according to the analyses, the
presence or absence of subject pronoun has no impact on the evaluation. The
reason for this behavior is that subject pronoun, explicit or dropped,
encounters the constrains in the same way, under the circumstances that both
candidates have the same structure except the subject pronoun.

Concludingly, Syntax First Alignment has proved to be a promising
framework for modeling Persian Left dislocation and can offer an alternative
for syntactic frameworks based on hierarchical structure.
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Table 3: Persian argument (Direct Object) left dislocation; features of the dislocated
phrase: [new], [aboutness]
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