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Literary Creation and Cognitive Linguistics:
An analysis of the Semantic Structure of Alireza
Rowshan's Poems on the Basis of the Conceptual
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Abstract: this paper aims at an examination of Alireza Rowshan's poems based on the
Conceptual Blending Theory put forth by Fauconnier and Turner (2002), investigating
their semantics structure by drawing on the conceptual means the theory provides, and
thus classifying his poems into a couple of stylistic categories. This is conducted through
a qualitative research method, in a descriptive and analytic manner, so that, first, four
select typical poems are explored throughout using the conceptual means provided by
the Blending Theory, such as integration networks, blends, vital relations and so on, and,
then, the resultant outcomes get extrapolated statistically into the rest of the poems
contained within two of his most famous collections. In the process, according to the
application of the foregoing conceptual means, Rowshan's poems turn out to be clearly
and systematically classified into four major groups in terms of their semantic structure,
while the details of each of these semantic structures are formulated through the
conceptual means of the foresaid theory. What comes about through this analysis reveals
that, by applying the newly emerging linguistic theories to the analysis of literary works,
it is possible to enhance the conducted analyses in precision and order, thus advancing
literary criticism one step further.
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1. Introduction

This paper aims at an examination of Alireza Rowshan's poems within the
framework of the Conceptual Blending Theory put forth by Fauconnier and
Turner (2002). It tries to investigate the semantics structure of these poems by
drawing on the conceptual means the Blending theory provides, and thus to
reach a classification of his poems into a couple of stylistic categories.
Conceptual Blending Theory was originally proposed as a means to describe
and explain meaning construction in ordinary language. Nevertheless, since
the process of sense making constitutes one of the main characteristics of
human beings in every domain, literature among many others, the mental
operations Blending Theory proposes apply to all human activity, including
literary texts. The same can be said in the case of Blank Verse poetry, as the
main task in creating (and understanding) such poetry revolves around the
analysis of complex semantic structures lying behind its form, usually
composed of two or more clashing input mental spaces, giving creativity to it.
The current research wishes to answer one main question: is it possible to
make use of new linguistic theories (here Cognitive Linguistics) for an
increase in the precision, clarity and systematicity of analyzing literary works,
and if so, how? Our Hypothesis is that this is practical. In order to answer this
question, we have selected two collections of the contemporary Persian Blank-
Verse poet Alireza Rowshan, trying to scrutinize the semantic structure of
them with the help of the conceptual means contained with the Blending
Theory, and thus arriving at overall generalizations as to their semantic
features and the way they are created by the author. Finally, we try to classify
these poems stylistically on the basis of the Blending Theory means.

2. Materials and Methods

following a qualitative methodology and in an analytic-descriptive manner,
first, four select typical poems are throughly explored using the conceptual
means provided by the Blending Theory, such as integration networks, blends,
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vital relations and so on, and, then, the resultant outcomes get extrapolated
statistically into the rest of the poems contained within two of his most famous
collections, namely, The Book of Ain't and Riveted by. We have built upon
these two collections, as they contain the poet's short, minimalist poems.

3. Results and Discussion

An application of the five-fold dimensions of the Blending Theory, including
Constituting Principles, typology of Integration Networks, Classification of
Blends, Vital Relations and Optimality Principles or Governing Principles, in
the case of Alireza Rowshan's poems demonstrates that this theory, because of
its rich conceptual tools for describing the process of meaning construction, is
most capable of explaining the creation of the mentioned pieces, as well as
assessing them in a rigorous, quantificational manner, implying thus a good
ability for the systematic criticism and examination of literary works in
general. As a result, Rowshan's poems turn out to be clearly and systematically
classified into four major groups in terms of their semantic structure, while the
details of each of these semantic structures are formulated through the
conceptual means of the Blending theory.

As it turns out, stylistic features of the semantic structure of Alireza
Rowhan's poems in terms of the conceptual tools of the Blending Theory may
be identified across four axes: 1) typology of the blends used in the semantic
structure, which are mostly simple; 2) integration networks, which are mostly
simple in his poems; 3) vital relations, which are mostly role and value, then,
analogy and part-whole, all of which finally are compressed to uniqueness. 4)
emergent structure, which are typically not very creative, but have s strong
emotional impact. As for vital relations, it is to be noted that, through this
analysis, a new vital relation has come to be identify which has not been
referred to in the literature, and that is intertextuality. This is one of the new
findings of this article.


http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-44725-fa.html

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2022-08-11 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11 ]

Language Related Research 13(2), May & June 2022, 321-355

4. Conclusion

What comes about through this analysis reveals that, by applying the newly
emerging linguistic theories to the analysis of literary works, it is possible to
enhance the conducted analyses in precision and order, thus advancing literary
criticism one step further. Thus, the question we raised at the beginning of our
work (the possibility for new linguistic theories to be used in literature) is
answered affirmatively.
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Diagram 1: Integration network of the first reading of the poem No. 16
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Chart 1: Semantic and structural characteristics of the first reading of the poem No. 16
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Diagram 2: Integration network of the second reading of the poem No. 16
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Chart 2: Semantic and structural characteristics of the second reading of the poem No. 16
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Diagram 3: Integration Network of the Third Reading of the Poem No. 16
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Chart 3: Semantic and structural characteristics of the third reading of the poem No. 16
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LEVIRNVEN olesl & &

sale P S

el s (g 5lusa i (SIS 4 S (e le OF olmoasdd 5 3l sy

Alae b Beple gy Gub O Glulags, € wliale gl sl bl
S 5 el e

aiieas psline LBA L Cyran daly 35 5 lad)
¥oblad b
J}&Q‘JJ%T_}?Q‘&L}L\SG

e S 4S5 e


http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-44725-fa.html

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2022-08-11 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11 ]

Yey

g lid wle3ObS 5 23] i 5T oy geime

(i LS8 yano) 58 )

V00 5 lack yaud

2 Sl 5 By (2 S 55 4B

e Ll sa ob 8

(/J“-" de sans) o Hlokae Gl

AY Ax X () S0) st OIS e gans 3 wlitia oline AL sl Lladl oo

YY o seu 5188) €A YV ¥Y (o gu Si80)
VeV AN LAY A AV XY JA.a‘;Lc.J.AM:)‘ 4_\L¢.:Zm Lg_ul.n.o _)l:;;l.‘.u LS‘J‘J _)lA.aj.l‘_;:\J

@‘M‘O\ z)Laaif.lJL;\:)’.alMJE&‘)J&&JJL&)#‘}‘WJJJJJJA:)&L#H
el S0 b._\_f:)i‘):a (\Yﬂ\i)\}ua&w :)‘ LER ST

O b lack yauki Yo¥

o~ sl

e )

Sa pol g

el K S S il sud dand Spe sledael sond Gie (ol ol HEALL Lo
6‘...&.5 ._u‘}L..uu.a‘,; .\‘JOJ‘)J (5‘...&.5 KB “) JJJJ.A E;al:c.\‘ aszui: .J‘)‘J JJ.’: /C,\.ﬁe B PRVIRTC
u.n\,q&n G‘b:):m—" ‘EQ‘J_)J ‘JJ.A «< td}fbg‘x ((‘)l:t f"t'” L;o‘}q.i.n_yé.\.c J.ALA:Z « C_u.u.;;\:J‘JC)J_)J
e a g0 alag e sldd g wilead G LS Lol @by slaale O oo S el
aln) ol slagons cudy oo Gag 9.4&4\ S golaob aulyd wslasann 1 (a0 sede
3530 5 Qb aby tpls dlaggus slds gu 5 e Bad ol ) B0 wada Hsba (L
wlagsos glaad o ol cals y sealos 51 Ga (el HU s 5 a5l ) Gl ol b Qb
03508 3 Do 3T dla g yo alagy g0 slaliad 3 s 54 Qb sy 5 Qb aby jaie g0 s
ST 523 sl s b ey Gas (e 9 58 go JIB K SIS a0l (slid

S e pldipsss Sl Say Soset ol a0 ol (S gl gl


http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-44725-fa.html

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2022-08-11 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11 ]

YfYy

V60N i 5 33 5 (A plo) ¥ i jland NP 550 S byl

Ok pl pa plSians S ey (Bagase wisel Guos Oluinn e sHlesssls
@8loon wadiasse o6 S s g5 g el Db ok @8ly 53 Ok pl S alie b ok a8 5
(ole o) 8t (5l Bl g 3 n ciusts US e 3a Slae a3l (selen Bl Ll
.Jdﬁ,@.m;,ﬂyﬁz&a\¢&4\m;gl4#5g5uhl4lvx;ﬁgc}
Olecpas 5wl e Sty ligy s shdd 59 s Siddie yualic  oliGas Sl sases
o9 e el 5 K slaslialn Jol € g oo 03 o gen S is g ple (sLd
Ol pbor 5 (o (2liae B g Glae srunda Sl panddl i oo Wlagy g s o
Olsein 5 solawd-ol€ a3 (boa 5o aS (gl gl JEBI 8 Slae wio3lih sl S jidie
oo slasdsa JLE! 5 SR b oS sl 5550 dulsd o xS g0 2o see O I o2
Usila 31 (o Gl ol L Gl (et T3l 45) 0 a5 105530 pline B g0 L Ja e
O30 €G3 53 G s (i S aeslbia Jalen o5 u“:}é-a-" é;mus asaesily
e 3 8 o s -k S 500 353 3 s S5 s

wSiiley 3oy G aa ol sa 5ol ulog ge sldd o (sd oliae LIE (gl Lagyl

(3 gmiiins IS S (S8 i (3 gmiiinon t( Sicans] g0 et SErisdy wsa—ct L 3Men
&l Lagst asile 5« dlble &y Ko yo o a( (S ymeusdly a( S5 w488y w3 S 50
o g e slaldd Ggoutn 5 B e Olaudlad o Wiy 59 S 53 O (o seie juaic
slaiabo Glae ololies das s g0 sgie jalic s JE) 5 sl 5 Gy ol oo JIE)
O o aolaa Jualen alic a ;) cpl 3 5 @S go &) sum 0l 559 (LS 93 50 95 50
o DBLS Hu et gy 50 (sl 1S o 5 (sl i B b sy g oma i 53
I3« Rased 5 (GaSS 50 3 sdinn Galaciind S a( Sui s a3 sciron sla Al
o O om et 45 ol el (slaead (5Ll (3385508, 5 Ly casale a5 ,8
OLSel 5 i LUl 53 K0S L (il ea a8 50 eus S 5o sl Slae 5 Jal o
Jolat 0 -8 eSSt aal 8 0l (00 oS (S idtio 5 ple (sl sl asms Lag)T 5o Jasisron
s g (ol Jalen b (odan S el 5 K5 ,lor b
el 0l a8 sLad 31 b al i € iy oo (aligian Sl 4 o O 5 G

;iﬁi‘)t\s_)d b:):\.ATL;LAAS L')J‘)J‘gdlsga alas) FXE] J‘JL')J_)J LSLAS:)‘ ‘_) ((C)J.A))_}AA:\:.J


http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-44725-fa.html

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2022-08-11 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11 ]

YFF

g lid wle3ObS 5 23] i 5T oy geime

L i L sanJlad (gaspde slas)sa Olie 3 (ot (S8 0l 8 s st oo 13
Jolen slas)lspob s alaisos sl Sl Gl S o (K818 ohul gl G 5504
Wisdipe bgiye O 4 S (OaSer 5 (O 3 GRLO OB 53 Had s wola
(O b QL aby (Sa) cnuds slsg g s sbidd 3 Lol gt o (S8 s 3ne] (sliad (550
S ool s (Sla Bsn Glae Ool 03 S sdpn SIS o3l (Sl (oo solALe
Sogeats 5 dodiee sHlwessdd sisal (sLdd 58wl L dlitss sldd su ol
S osn oles Tilae 6€) Ol aby 5 (s Gl 5 il posn (S slaissss Sy
O3 Olas (sls Bastine 5 Ob isdiee 5aeSs 5 GK DSy b el (sLdd 500 (e
wbsise o5 slaslialu L oS Ll 5l Gadins 5 5k Olas sl G 5 el sl
osio sealie 5 wloads S8 shael (sLdd §5o0 (G i) psd Wapsos sl
Gsa 4 Ol ab (eilussydd 3 5e @S ol 55 wisls o o pla Gl aby Gl s
sacala SIS sadenSil b o }q.u slatal laa 13 el sus & ] L.,/ 5 8l s
SRR - Sl s lea T;leﬁ S) Qb pbn Glesinns 5 S g sugeds | almel (sl 4
b DAL (a0 (pliae QB Gl g ye (oo sede yualic (s g Ol (00 as 55
Sodine 50k 0T B 5 S oo s st (oadulay Ol 30l (sl 5 500l oo
3 ol ol oba dole (53 oa (Sess 5l Gl g ye clalial 5 ol @l €) 65,
Gl olas Gl s 305058 slas Blial (35 s 4auiine 5 S e GRS G
ok aalia pola Gl O 4S s saled (o) b bise olabial 5 abbla 5 ol pai L)
P o8 Baael sty (50 4R aleal Ak 4 (e gy i S5 0k Solin)
22 sloslall 8 aST el Cal ol 5l 0l 5 5k 95A plad Ol al 3 3 5e oS ails o (L
G @ B B T 5 IS e Bale ol 5 (S0 0 Gsdas 5 Gde I cnaal
OuSe ol 5 b ol paSy S ol (JBoop sapead Gin S (e (oA S5
B (alias 5 oasual (i da B3 IS 15 aade ol (plulay slas S g pb Rl
9528 Sl pal Gl b 5 Al s s s QULG 8 B olaalle jls (ial 5o sau cpl 5 Gl

b o


http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-44725-fa.html

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.13.2.5.0] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2022-08-11 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.52547/LRR.13.2.11 ]

Vo i 5ol 5 (W ly) ¥ islads P4y p0 AL sl
oY bolact jact ulo g e polil BB ¥ gl
Diagram 4: Integration network of the poem No. 51
Chart 5: Semantic features of the blend of the poem No. 51
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Diagram 5: Integration network of the blend of the poem No. 55
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Chart 6: Semantic features of the blend of the poem No. 55
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. mental space

. input space

. generic space

. blended space

. match and mapping

. selective projection and composition
. completion, elaboration and simulation
. vital relations

. role and value

10. analogy

11. part and whole

12. compression

13. uniqueness

14. hyperblend

15. optimality and governing principles
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