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Abstract

Introduction: The New Home Economy is known for the founding of the
early literature by Samuelson and its expansion by Becker. The existence of
proven correlations between the decision to marry with strategic variables
such as marriage rate, birth rate, marriage age, and divorce rate undoubtedly
highlights the importance of identifying marital desire behaviors to
influence other important social categories. The present study, while
introducing the marital desire index as an explanatory component of the
status of family formation and dissolution, is trying to examine the
macroeconomic factors affecting this index.

Methods: ARDL method was used to estimate the research model and
while performing related tests, the results were presented in both the short
and long term.

Findings: The results show that the growth of GDP in the short and long
term has a positive and significant effect on the marital desire index. In the
short and long term, the Gini coefficient and income inequality has a
negative and significant effect on the marital desire index. The
unemployment rate and inflation rate at least in the short term have a
positive and significant effect on the marital desire index. Inflation also has
a positive effect on the marital desire index in the long run. We can expect
that in periods of economic prosperity, married to rising despite high rates
of inflation lasting negative effects on the purchasing power of households
on welfare and leaves
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Family is considered as one of the most
important units of society because it
contributes to child-rearing and the human
place in adulthood. Divorce can be the most
unpleasant event in an adult’s life; families
will be hurt by divorce events in Iran, in
recent decades, along with the spread of the
phenomenon of divorce in the world, the
divorce rate has experienced a worryingly
increasing trend. Based on the existing
conditions, it is necessary to study various
factors affecting the survival of the family
in the country. According to previous
studies, macroeconomic variables such as
unemployment and inflation affect family
stability. Considering the current economic
conditions in the country and also
considering the family as an economic unit,
in this study, the effect of macroeconomic
factors on the tendency to get married is
investigated. In this regard, the index of
desire for marriage is introduced. This
indicator shows that for every divorce, how
many marriages occur during a year. So, if
a man or woman wants to stay married the
face of fraction increases or the
denominator of fraction decreases. (The
index will be increased).

Methods

As time-series data may possess specific
properties such as trend and structural
break, common methods used to analyze
other types of data may not be appropriate
for the analysis of time-series data. In this
study, Autoregressive Distributed Lag
(ARDL) has been used to investigate the
dynamic and long-term relationships of
independent variables with the dependent
variable (desire for marriage the index).
Autoregressive distributed lag model,
where the dependent variable is a function
of its past lagged values as well as current
and past values of other explanatory
variables. In an ARDL model, the current
value of the dependent variable is allowed
to depend on its past values -the
autoregressive part. For this purpose, in the

present study, the time-series data of
unemployment, GDP, inflation, Gini
coefficient, divorce, and marriage data
between 1360-1396 have been used. Then,
the index of martial desire in each year is
calculated from the ratio of the number of
marriages to divorces.

Findings

The results of short and long-term
estimation of the model show that in the
short term, the marital desire index in the
last year has a positive and significant
effect on this index in the current year. The
results show that the growth of GDP in the
short and long term has a positive and
significant effect on the marital desire
index. In the short and long term, the Gini
coefficient and income inequality has a
negative and significant effect on the
marital desire index. Based on the results of
the effect of GDP and Gini coefficient on
marital desire index, the unequal increase in
wages due to economic prosperity increases
the risk of divorce for lower-income
households. Therefore, in times of
economic prosperity, with the increase in
household income levels, their desire to
maintain a relationship increases. Although
the growth of national income has a
positive and significant effect on the
formation and consolidation of the family
in the short and long term, the inequality of
income distribution or in other words
increasing the Gini coefficient in the short
and long term has a negative effect on the
decision to marry. The unemployment rate
and inflation rate at least in the short term
have a positive and significant effect on the
marital desire index, which reduces divorce
due to savings in cohabitation scale,
increasing marriage to share in equipment
Available. In other words, in unfavorable
economic conditions, the payment of
divorce costs for the couple for reasons
such as 1. Unemployment of one of the
spouses 2. Lack of suitable opportunities to
enter the labor market full-time 3. Concerns
of working couples about their future career
self; it will be difficult and as a result, the
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demand for divorce will decrease. It seems
that in the long run, the effects of the
unemployment rate on the decision to
marry and divorce are not significant
because people adapt to the conditions of
the labor market and consider the
unemployment environment in the labor
market in their decision to marry. The
results show that with the increase of
human capital, the decision on marital is
influenced by the effect on people's
bargaining and so the marital desire is
significantly reduced. This suggests that
marriages between people with higher
levels of education are less beneficial and
that more literate women can participate
more in the workforce, which will influence
their decision to start or break up a family.

Discussion

The innovation of the present study is
introducing a new index as martial desire,
which is the simultaneous study of the
developments of marriage and divorce. In
another word, the study of the effects of
economic variables on the martial desire
index in the Iranian household. Considering
the positive and significant effect of
national income growth and the negative
and significant effect of the Gini coefficient
on the martial desire index, it is necessary
to pay attention to national income growth
along with eliminating income inequalities
in the country's economic policies.
Unemployment and inflation and their
positive and significant effect in the short
term on the martial desire index show that
to create divorce costs, these two variables
increase the desire to marry in the short
term and delay the desire to leave the
marital status. The negative impact of the
variable ratio of the student population to
the total population also reflects the cultural
changes that have occurred in recent years
—which people with higher education have
less commitment to traditions and norms.

Conclusion

According to the information of Iran,
these economic variables as deterrents,
although they have a positive and
significant effect on the desire to get
married, at least in the short term, but
cannot explain the quality of family life.
Therefore, it is recommended that family
policy in the country, in addition to
examining the economic components
affecting marriage, also pay attention to the
indicators that explain the quality of life of
married people, especially in periods of
unemployment and high inflation.
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