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Investigating Parenting Styles and Family Relationship
Patterns with Addiction to Virtual Networks: The Mediating
Role of Social Competence in Dezful City Students

Shahin Amin 1| Homayoun Haron Rashidi 2 | Kobra Kazemian Moghaddam 8

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate parenting styles and family
communication patterns with addiction to virtual networks: the mediating role of
students' social competence. The research method was descriptive and
correlational. The statistical population of the study included all female high school
students in Dezful in the academic year of 2019-2020, which included 360 students
in a multi-stage random sampling method. Research instruments included Family
Communication Patterns Questionnaire Fitzpatrick and Koerner, Parental Authority
Questionnaire Bury, Social Competence Flanner et al.,, and Virtual Network
Addiction Kaplan. Path analysis was used to analyze the data. The results of path
analysis of the research model in general showed that all direct paths except the
paths of communication pattern of conformity with social competence,
authoritarian and careless parenting style with cyberspace addiction were
statistically significant (p <0.001). The results of the bootstrap test showed that the
social competence variable plays a mediating (indirect) role in the relationship
between parenting styles and family communication pattern with cyberspace
addiction in Dezful high school students. And parenting styles and social
competence can affect virtual network addiction (p <0.001).
Keywords: Family Communication Patterns, Parenting Styles, Social
Competence, Virtual Network Addiction.
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