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ABSTRACT

This paper seeks to explicate "bio-resistance” in an interdisciplinary perspective inspired
by political philosophy, history, anthropology, and sociology. Here the concept of "bio-
resistance” is formulated along the lines of thought drawn from an integrated reading of
Spinoza and Deleuze. Using the genealogical method and the transcendental empiricism
approach, this paper has also undertaken a historical study on the emergence of multitude
as a product of the actualization of "bio-resistance". In the contemporary Iranian history,
population as the multitude has been realized within the period between the collapse of
the old and the blossoming of the new order during Constitutional Movement and Social
Movements between1941 and 1953, as well as during in the 1979 Iranian Revolution. In
each of these moments, Anjumans, Unions, and Shuras can be regarded as forms of
multitude which displayed the collective resistance of subaltern groups against "bio-
power". "Existence” is the immanent cause of life, and human beings faced with dangers
threatening their existence, tend to be united under a common destiny. "Bio-resistance” is
thus a collective political activity in the service of self-preservation, made possible by the
transformation of subjugated body-subjects into liberated ones in pure optical and sound
situations. The results of this study guide us to three fundamental principles: 1. To exist is
to resist; 2. Preservation of existence a political praxis; 3. There can be no individual
liberation without a collective effort.
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INTRODUCTION

In this paper, we try to clarify the formation of “bio-resistance” in the contemporary
Iranian history through a problematization of this concept in an interdisciplinary
perspective inspired by theories and methods drawn from philosophy, history,
anthropology, and sociology. For Spinoza, the essence of everything is a part of the
infinite power of Nature to exist, and “conatus” is the endeavor to preserve essence
or natural law of preservation of existence. He believes that everything, in so far as it
is in itself, endeavors to persist in its own being. Deleuze, on the other hand,
describes the productive force of life according to the Nietzschean concept of the
“will to power”. When the bodies are struck by a decrease in the capacity for action
and existential power, it is the “will to power” which calls on the bodies to search for
their lost power. The affinity between the concepts of “will to power” and “conatus”
leads us to the notion of bio-resistance as the social manifestation of these concepts.
It can thus be said that bio-resistance is a collective effort of body-subjects towards
self-preservation that resists social subjugation at every moment. Here, the concept
of bio-resistance has, in this regard, been formulated through an integrated reading
of Spinoza and Deleuze. Bio-resistance is actualized via the formation of a
multitude, and the condition of its being actualized is a pure optical and sound
situation. In this liberating situation, the liberated body-subjects are created
through a break from their identity dependence, economic interests, and ideological
beliefs, so as to actualize the multitude and effectuate bio-resistance by egalitarian
endeavors.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the moments, in which, the life rejects the
authoritarian determinations of the political power. Here, we have applied the term
bio-resistance to those moments of indeterminacy, in which, the population as the
social body do not acquiesce to representations anymore and seek to create new
values rather than assume the established ones.

METHODOLOGY

We have used the genealogical method and the transcendental empiricism
approach. The first method is applied not in terms of following the lineage of a
phenomenon up to its origin, rather as a way to know the processes of genesis and
creation of that phenomenon. Genealogy is, in this respect, a philosophical-
historical qualitative method that, unlike conventional approaches, looks for gaps
and breaks in historical processes, traces the genesis of a phenomenon in its
historical singularity, and seeks to analyze the history of the present as opposed to
the search for an origin. Using the genealogical method, we have searched for the
emergence of bio-resistance in moments of the contemporary Iranian history



characterized by the transformation of subjugated body-subjects into liberated
body-subjects, and of the people into the multitude.

FINDINGS

During the Iranian constitutional movement, the multitude was embodied in the
form of Anjumans. Challenging the power of landlords, local rulers and even the
king; empowering the poor, the homeless and the hungry; public staging of theatre;
movement of founding schools and reading rooms; public vaccination of children;
demand for reclamation of captive Quchani girls; demanding equal civil rights for
women and religious minorities; and protests against economic concessions granted
to foreign states; all these together express a creation of the new in the socio-
political sphere of Iran.

During the movements occurred between1941and1953, the multitude was
actualized in the form of unions. The realization of egalitarian demands to decrease
working hours and increase salaries, to have equal salary for women and to prohibit
child labor; the struggle to end the British Oil Company exploitation; active
participation in the 30" of Tir uprising (21 July, 1952) and the restoration of
Mosaddegh into power which was accomplished, for the first time, neither by the
appointment from the king nor by the designation of parliament, all were new
experiences made possible through disintegration of sensory-motor schemas.

Bio-resistance was also actualized, along with the political struggles in 1979, as
the social dimension of revolution. Here Shuras were exemplary actualizations of
the multitude emerged against the structures of social inequality. They expressed a
collective attempt that displayed the democratic control of the subaltern
populations over the redistribution of resources, power and opportunity. Then the
activities of shuras including city shuras, neighborhoods shura and labor shuras had
brought about a model of self-realization and cooperation in social life.

CONCLUSION

Anjumans, unions and shuras were political interludes displaying the possibility of a
democratic social life. A possibility realized in the period between the collapse of the
old and the blossoming of the new order within three moments of the constitutional
movement, the social movements between 1941-1953, and the 1979 revolution. Bio-
resistance is a virtual force that is actualized in multitude. When the domination of
“biopower” puts the life at risk the “will to power”, calling upon the existential
power of “bio-resistance”, challenges the institutional power of “biopower.”
Therefore, whereas “biopower” is indeed a project to suppress the desire,
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subjugating the life by separating the bodies from their power, “bio-resistance” is an
alternative to “bio-power”, a revolutionary process to liberate desire, body, and life.
The results derived from the findings of this study guide us to three fundamental
principles:
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1. To exist is to resist;
2. Preservation of existence is a political praxis; and
3. There can be no liberation of the individual without a collective effort.

NOVELTY

Against philosophical readings involving the predominance of the mind over the
body, Spinoza grants the body a status equal to that of the mind. Deleuze on the
other hand, faced with readings that maintain the domination of the subject,
elevates the object instead of lowering it. So, the transcendental empiricism
approach undertaken in this study, through the analysis of body-subjects in the
conditions of real experience, prevents analysis of history of the present from falling
into idealism of subject-oriented or materialism of body-oriented.
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