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ABSTRACT

Justice is one of the most important issues in Iranian society. The main issue of the present
study is epistemic justice and the gap between its definitions in everyday life and policy
making domains. For that matter, we purposefully selected the pages of young users on
social media networks of Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Telegram and then
conducted their virtual ethnographic, thematic and semiotic analyses. Thereafter,
policymaking texts were thematically analyzed, as well. While the findings of cyberspace
confirmed the existence of hermeneutical (epistemic) injustice; we saw two types of
otherization in space where the first is elitist and the second is based on reading of the
dominant discourse of being the criterion that people are trying to confront with. The
consequences of these otherizations include the contrast between official rulings and
opinions of the people, the polarization of the society, being voiceless and probelmatization
of difference. Epistemic justice at both national and transnational levels that are connected
to each other manifested itself in the data. A review of relevant policy documents confirms
the lack of opportunities for youth participation in macro decision-making, inattention to
different lifestyles, otherization, pathological attitudes and policing and judicialization of
issues. It seems that by eliminating the shortcomings of existing programs and
operationalizing them, taking advantage of the academic capacity of universities and
moving from abyssal thinking through radical plurality and de-linking, we can see the
elimination of epistemic injustice, especially among the youth.
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INTRODUCTION

This study aims to examine the need to address epistemic justice and how to achieve
it at the theoretical level and its construction at the experimental level. Thus, we
intend to study the construction of epistemic justice in testimonial and hermeneutical
domains of the daily life of Iranian youth and related policies. Finally, we seek to
bridge the permanent gap between everyday life studies and policy studies.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is virtual ethnography and carried out using Judgmental
sampling and samples including the pages of youth with the age range of 18 to 35
years, from different gender, ethnic and class groups in Iran that are on members of
Facebook (Meta), Twitter, Instagram and YouTube and in a way, they express
themselves or talk about epistemic justice. An analysis of cyberspace writings and
policy texts was done through thematic analysis whereas image analysis was done
through semiotics. Credibility and reliability commensurate with the qualitative
approach were obtained through long-term presence in the field and continuous
observation.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate two types of otherization. The first is through the exclusion of
non-standard groups through language and emphasis on a systematic relationship of
dichotomies, including elite / non-elite, strong / weak with different binaries such as
center (Tehran) dweller / other cities dweller, male / female, adult / young, educated
/ uneducated, and so on. Another type of epistemic alienation and marginalization
also involve the formal reading of the definition of criterion, which is an ideological
definition. These otherizations have three important consequences. The first is the
contrast between official rulings and opinions of the people, that is due to differences
in discourses and meaning-making and the existence of a bipolar space. Differences
in perceptions in cultural policy, foreign policy, international treaties, civil movement
laws, and the like have made the definitions of youth and other subcultures different
from those of official institutions. This dissimilarity extends from the most objective
level, the definitions of material life (distributive justice) to judicial justice and
freedom. The second consequence is the polarization of society and being voiceless.
Many subcultures believe that they are in the minority because they do not belong to
certain political tendencies and are considered as "other”. The most important thing
that bothers this group is that their voices are not heard because not only are their
words not the words of a dominant discourse (hermeneutical injustice) but they are
not members of any decision-making organizations (testimonial injustice). The third
consequence is the problematization of difference. Many of the posts show the plight
of victims of justice (distribution of wealth, status and credibility). There is a view on



the principle of Rawls difference. Thus, it can be said that although many people may
consider themselves "entitles”, the prevailing atmosphere in the definition of justice
in the network is "sensitivity to justice for the most deprived.” Finally, the national \
transnational definition of epistemic justice was also known. In periods when local
issues (city, village or province) are closer to issues such as human rights or linked to
other definitions and dimensions of justice and other current or historical issues
through intertextuality, justice will also find a national or global definition.

A review of policy-making also shows that cultural governance, a top-down, and
otherizing approach have always made young people subject to policy-making. Also,
policy-based and community-based non-governmental organizations, parties and
organizations that lead to youth involvement in major decision-making were not very
effective. In particular, in the policies of young people's lifestyles, otherization has
become more intensified. This pathological attitude has also gained a police and
judicial face in recent years and the field of cultural policy has become the one for
objectifying women, stigmatizing various youth groups, and policing youth affairs.

CONCLUSION

There is a big gap between definitions of epistemic justice from the perspective of
youth that come from their conversations, and policymakers' definitions. Paying
attention to young people's definitions of various issues, epistemic justice in everyday
life in particular, can help policy-makers bridge gaps. However, only by using the
youth's participation in meaning-making and decision-making will, we see the
elimination of the feeling of epistemic injustice.

NOVELTY

This research considers the issue of epistemic justice in both conceptual and
experimental dimensions. Methods of constructing this form of justice were
examined at the level of daily life as the deepest and as the most structural level in the
policy dimension. On the other hand, a comparative study of these two levels was
conducted, which is very effective in Iranian society, which has a lot of cultural
complexity and experiences a level of social and political alienation.
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