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ABSTRACT

Conflict between socio-economic issues and needs at different levels, especially in local
communities as well as planning and management approaches in forest areas, is discussed as the
biggest challenge due to the lack of successful implementation of plans and initiatives related to
the country’s forests. The aim of this study is to analyze the place of social issues in planning and
management processes of Iranian forests from an interdisciplinary perspective by taking into
account researches already accomplished in various social, economic, cultural and political fields
related to Iran’s natural resources and forestry. In this regard, using the qualitative method, the
content of related research works was analyzed during a 10-year period between 2009 and 2019.
For the primary study, 217 articles were selected and then 31 articles were extracted finally on
themes used in social issues and forest management. Based on the present study, 372 sub-themes
were also classified into 14 main topics with two dimensions of management and socio-
economic structures. The results show that the main and secondary issues and themes related to
social and economic structures of Iran's forest areas, which in themselves cause social problems,
are located at a very small level and enclosed in the executive management circle of Iranian
forests. It means, these topics in the decision-making process solely have the facilitating roles,
which is the main reason for the unsuccessful implementation of forestry initiatives and the
continuous destruction of forests in the north and beyond. The negligence and lack of tangible
presence of social issues in the forest planning and management of the country necessitate an
insight into the forest and its issues from a interdisciplinary perspective.

Keywords: forestry research, social and economic structures, forest management, content
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INTRODUCTION

The exploitation of natural resources and the environment due to avoidance of a
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comprehensive planning and management has caused irreparable damage to natural
ecosystems, in a way that the consumption rate of the country's biological resources
is 2.8 times its biological capacity (Mojabi, 2017, 6). The important questions that are
commonly asked and raised in specialized and general field of the society is: Why
have the forests of the country faced such a large amount of destruction during the
management period? Why did not officials and decision makers take effective and
successful measures to control the deforestation process? Have management actions
and plans of those in charge caused damage to the forests? In general, it is stated that
two major causes are involved in the deforestation process in the country, one is the
pressure of development programs and land use change and the second is the
dependence of forest communities on those areas (Atefi Hemmat, 2013, 39). The core
of destruction is the major first cause leading to instability in development issues, and
the second is social problems of forest dwellers and local communities that due to the
failure to implement management plans cause deforestation. In this regard, the issue
of social non-compliance to forest management plans has always been raised as one
of the major challenges (Khodrizadeh et al., 2017, 35). But why and how it forms and
how it occurs has been less criticized.

PURPOSE

In this article, an attempt is made to analyze researches conducted in the said field
during a 10-year period, from an interdisciplinary perspective and taking into account
various social, economic, cultural and political aspects related to the country's forestry.
It was intended to determine the place of social issues in management and planning
processed of the country's forest resources. The article is based on the hypothesis that
the type of position of social issues in the process of forest management and planning
that has made social problems of the forest possible.

METHODOLOGY

This is a descriptive study that uses the qualitative method to analyze the content of
research works related to social issues of forests. Here, from a total 1150 articles
published in Iranian scientific research journals related to forest sciences in span of
10 years, from 2009 to 2019, 217 articles were selected for the primary survey and to
extract the themes used in social issues as well as forest planning and management.

FINDINGS

A total of 372 sub-themes were divided into 14 main themes and two dimensions of
management and socio-economic structure. Accordingly, the main theme of forest
executive management has the largest number of sub-themes. The main themes with
social and economic dimensions form this structure but in the managerial dimension,
it is management that shapes the main themes. This means that the establishment of
management is the basis for the issues brought in the form of main themes.



According to Figure 1, the main themes with management dimension dominate those
with social and economic dimensions. This inclusion is such that all themes of social
and economic structures are basically at the lowest level of the hierarchy.
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Chart 1. The place of social and economic structure themes in the forest management hierarchy

CONCLUSION

In the forest management system of the country, social and economic structures of
forest areas where social issues are erupted, is at the disposal of the last circle of the
management hierarchy. The confinement of the themes of social and economic
structures in the management sub-layers shows that in intellectual and operational
systems of forest management, socio-economic characteristics of forest dwellers are
assumed as factors that are static and fixed hence, must be controlled and managed
necessarily like other components of ecosystems. A kind of object-oriented view of
the social and economic structures and that forest dwellers and related issues should
be subject to executive and command managements. But in practice, as observed that
does not happen and the resistance and lack of connection of local communities with
management leads to the failure of plans and further damage the natural structure of
forests. Clearly, this is the main reason for the unsuccessful implementation of
forestry plans whether in the north or elsewhere. The tangible neglect and absence of
social issues in the planning and management processes of the country's forests shows
that it is necessary to look at the forest issues from an interdisciplinary perspective.
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Certainly, given the intertwining of modern life with the environment and its
components, it requires that a mere disciplinary perspective of these ecosystems lead
to a multidimensional view, especially from the point of view of social sciences.

NOVELTY

In previous researches, usually one or more problems of social and economic issues
of the country's forests were considered. But so far, no study with a holistic approach
and perspective has addressed the place of social issues in the forests planning and
management process. In fact, the main purpose and innovation of this research is to
reveal the role of social issues among the forest management and planning by
examining past studies and extracting the themes used, in the shadow of a kind of
meta-analysis.
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