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REWRCNER VRT-IN PUE
1. This volume marks a further step in the tedious but indispensable
task, on which | have long been engaged, of providing materials for a
history of Sufism, and more especialy for the study of its
development in the oldest period, beginning with the second and
ending with the fourth century of Islam (approximately 700-1000 A.
D.) (Nicholson, 1963: p. I).
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2. ...dthough the surviving remnant includes some important works
on various branches of Sufistic theory and practice by leaders of the
movement, for example, Harith al-Muhasibi, Husayn b. Mansur al-
Hallgj, Muhammad b. Ali a-Tirmidhi, and others...(1bid).
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3. M. Louis Massignon, by his recent edition of the Kitab al-Tawasin
of Hallgj, has shown... (Ibid).
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4. The first separate notice of him that is known to me occurs in the
Supplement to the Tadhkirat a-Awliya (Il, 182), from which the
articlein Jami’s Nafahat al-Uns (No. 353) (Nicholson, 1963: p. I1).
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5. Shorter notices are given by Abu ‘I-Mahldin (Nujllm ed. by
Popper, II, Part 2, No. I, p. 156a), Dhahabl_ITa rikh al-Islam (British
Museum, Or. 48, 156a), Abu ‘I-Falllh Abd al-Hayy a-Akari
(Shadharat a-Dhahab, MS. In my possession, I, 185a), and Dara
Shikuh, Safinat al-Awlia (Ethe, Catalogue of Persian manuscripts in
the Library of the India office, col. 30I, No. 271) (Nicholson, 1963: pp. II-
).
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6. The statement that he had seen Sari al-Sagati (ob. 253) and Sahl b.
‘Abdallah al-Tustari (ob. 283) is manifestly false, nor does the Kitab
al-Luma bear out the assertion that he was a pupil of Abu Muhammad
al-Murta’ish of Naysabur (ob. 328) (Nicholson, 1963: p. V).
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7. The following anecdote, which first occurs in the Kashf al-Mahjub

of Hujwiri, is related by both the Persian biographers. (1bid).
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8. Abu Nasr a-Sarrg) came to Baghdad in the month of Ramadan and
was given a private chamber in the Shuniziyya mosgue and was
appointed to preside over the dervishes until the Feast. (1bid).
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9. Itisinteresting, however, to observe that the only one of his pupils
who attained to eminence, Abu ‘I-Fadl b. al-Hasan of Sarakhs,
afterwards became the Sheykh of the famous Persian mystic, Abu
Sa'id b. Abi ‘I-Khayr. (Nicholson, 1963: p. V).
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