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Introduction

Village is the first permanent human settlement, the place of agricultural activities as well
as the environment of work, effort, production and other efforts of human productivity
from the land. Numerous pieces of evidence show that in low-income economies and
developing countries, especially in rural areas, sustainable development can be best
developed through entrepreneurial activities and rural tourism. Today, entrepreneurship
is one of the most constructive strategies for economic, social and cultural development
in deprived areas and villages. Due to the dominance of the agricultural sector in most
rural areas, the main emphasis is on rural entrepreneurship. The development of rural
entrepreneurship has the potential to diversify incomes and agricultural and non-
agricultural production of rural people and to provide good opportunities to reduce
livelihood risks and increase sustainable food security in rural desert areas. Rural tourism
boom can empower Vvillagers, diversify economic activities and create new job
opportunities. It is also an efficient tool that leads to increasing the productivity and
efficiency of human resources and preventing their migration to create new job
opportunities in their residence. Agri-tourism as a subset of rural tourism is a strategy for
rural development and the reduction of the problems of rural communities such as
unemployment, low agricultural productivity, increasing migration to cities and
marginalization, especially in arid and semi-desert areas. A potential area for tourism in
Yazd Province is villages. Statistics show that the province has the ability to attract rural
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tourists according to the potentials of its rural areas. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the factors affecting the development of rural entrepreneurship affected by
agricultural tourism in the leading villages and tourism targets of Yazd Province.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature and applied in terms of purpose and is
based on a quantitative approach. The research tool was a researcher-made questionnaire
whose validity was confirmed by university professors in the field of tourism, and its
reliability was based on Cornbach's alpha coefficient of 0.783. The data analysis was
performed using the Smart PLS2.0 and Spss22 software programs, a one-sample t-test
and structural equations. The equations indicated the significance of the standard factor
load and the relationships among elements and other categories.

Results and discussion

The inferential and analytical findings of the research show that variables such as village,
tourist, farmer and garden are among the primary drivers of agri-tourism. Visible
infrastructures such as roads, clinics and suitable accommodations and invisible
infrastructures such as security, tranquility, environmental health, rural pristine nature,
revival of indigenous and regional rural cultures, local festival, and revival of rural
handicrafts by rural women create motivational factors in tourist resorts, especially for
educated villagers to return to their native villages with proper management, economic
growth and cultural development of rural communities. The development in those
communities leads to reverse migration to rural areas, the growth of entrepreneurial
culture, and thus sustainable rural development.

Conclusion

In most villages of Yazd Province, due to drought and water shortage, villagers face many
problems and challenges. According to statistical tables, every year, the agricultural
income of Yazd villagers is lower and non-agricultural incomes including rural tourism
and agriculture increase, which is due to the importance of tourism. Currently, creating
employment, especially productive and sustainable employment, through agricultural
tourism is a vital economic, political, social and even security issue in the villages of the
province. Therefore, with agricultural tourism, the losses caused by drought in the
province can be partially mitigated. The semi-desert conditions of Yazd can also be
compensated. The results of this study show that the key drivers for rural development
through agricultural tourism with a focus on sustainable rural development include the
four basic categories of farmer, village, farm or garden and tourist. As the pillars or the
initial conditions, promoted agricultural tourism with the drivers of education, creation of
infrastructure, proper management and government support and motivation of tourists can
cause economic growth and development, social and cultural development, and rise of
work culture and entrepreneurship. This will lead to sustainable rural development.

Keywords: Agri-tourism, Development, Leading villages of Yazd, Rural
entrepreneurship, Rural tourism
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