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Introduction

Nowadays, there is a consensus that attention to rural areas is necessary for development.
Therefore, for rural development, research and application of new strategies, it is
necessary to improve the current situation in rural areas. In the meantime, due to the
unique natural landscape of rural areas as well as the cultural capital in villages, the
strategy of expanding tourism activities has been proposed as a solution for rural
development. Of course, tourism in rural areas is not a general solution to all the pains
and problems of those areas, but it is one of the ways that may have important economic
effects and somehow slow down the process of abandoning rural settlements and the
migration of rural population. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to investigate the
role of ecotourism in the sustainable development of Afin Village. In this study, the role
of ecotourism in relation to economic, social, and physical dimensions has been
investigated.

Methodology

The general approach of the research was quantitative, and, in terms of data collection, it
was based on library and survey data collected through a questionnaire. Some field studies
were conducted in the summer of 2019. According to Cochran's formula, a sample of 252
people was selected. In order to distribute the questionnaire, a simple random sampling
method was used. Content validation was done to determine the validity of the
questionnaire. The items in the questionnaire were designed after a review of the literature
and according to the format of standard questionnaires. Then, the items were approved
by experts in this field. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to assess the reliability of
the questionnaire. This coefficient was found to be 0.739. Since the calculated alpha
coefficient was higher than 0.7, the research questionnaire was considered to have a good
and acceptable reliability. In order to analyze the data, in addition to descriptive statistical
indicators such as frequency distribution, inferential statistical tests such as one-sample
t-test and Khido and Friedman test were used.

Results and discussion

In the economic dimension, the community average was 3.45. As the single-sample t-
test showed, the significance level (sig = 0.00) was less than 5%. Therefore, there was a
significant difference between the theoretical average (3) and the community average.
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The role of ecotourism in the economic development of Afin Village was thus at a high
level. Also, in relation to the social dimension, the community average was found to be
3.33. As the single-sample t-test showed, the significance level (sig = 0.00) was less than
5%. Therefore, there was a significant difference between the theoretical average (3) and
the community average. The role of ecotourism in the social development of the village
was thus at a high level. In the physical dimension, the community average was 3.46. As
the single-sample t-test showed, the significance level (sig = 0.00) was less than 5%.
Therefore, there was a significant difference between the theoretical average (3) and the
community average. The role of ecotourism in the physical development of the village
was thus at a high level. Considering the average ranks of the indicators, since the
calculated significance level (sig = 0.00) was less than 5%, there was a significant
difference between the studied indicators. Also, considering that the average rank of the
Justice index was higher than the other indicators and there was a confidence level of
99%, the role of ecotourism in improving the economic situation of Afin Village proves
to be more than that of the other indicators.

Conclusion

Assessing the role of ecotourism in economic development showed that, in the village of
Afin, ecotourism can largely improves transportation, prosperity and handicrafts, create
investment opportunities and employment, increase income, sale of agricultural products,
and improve road conditions and willingness to invest. Also, the development of eco-
tourism at the intermediate level has led to the encouragement of investment, poverty
reduction, increase of land prices, and a tendency to take tourism loans in the village of
Afin. Also, the evaluation of the role of ecotourism in social development of the village
showed that ecotourism can largely increase people's knowledge and information, pride
in customs and traditions, familiarity with different ethnic groups, motivation to work
together, understanding the importance of rural space, interest in visiting other places,
collaboration to solve tourism problems, willingness to stay in the village, and return of
immigrants to the village. Also, the development of ecotourism in the village at an
intermediate level has led to the development of residents’ skills, pride in being a villager,
interaction among residents, interaction between tourists and residents, pride in dialect,
learning other languages, motivation for pursuing problems, personal pursuit of problems,
presence of women, participation in projects under construction, desire to employ a
spouse or a daughter, life satisfaction, and reduction of rural migration. In this regard, the
development of ecotourism has had very little impact on the increase of crimes, theft and
addiction in the village. Assessing the role of ecotourism on physical development also
showed that it largely causes attention to the beautification of houses, use of traditional
symbols in the village, improvement of wastes and the sewage disposal system,
cleanliness of the environment, reminding tourists of cleanliness, increased protection of
the rural environment, preservation of historical monuments, land use change, the
importance of cleanliness in attracting tourists”, and garbage collection. Also, the
development of eco-tourism in the village at a moderate level has led to attention to the
beautification of roads, pollution problem, improvement of personal hygiene, reminding
the residents of cleanliness, and protection of plant species.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Village, Development, sustainability.
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