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Abstract

The matter of housing is considered to be one of the most significant and influential factors
in human life. Houses have constantly met their main purpose adequately; which is to provide
conditions of peace and comfort for family members. What distinguishes the architecture of
houses found in ideological and religious communities from the common architecture of
residential houses throughout the world is that they respect man and space while defining a
specific concept of a house in order to express the concept of housing. These concepts are
derived from the religious principles of the residents who reside in these houses. According to
researchers, inhabitants’ lifestyles have a profound effect on the introduction of behavioral
patterns, mental tendencies, and lifestyles of people within a society. By way of explanation,
the concept of lifestyle specifically represents the quality of life of individuals in a society and
ultimately, it affects the dominant architecture of that society. Only a limited number of studies
have been conducted on the architecture of Iranian Zoroastrian houses, how their architecture
has been influenced by their worldviews and the lifestyles of their inhabitants. Accordingly, it
is essential to carry out further studies in order to scrutinize the hidden principles that govern
the architectural and the cultural structure of these houses. With regard to the present issue, the
study at hand attempts to explain the principles that govern the architecture of Zoroastrian
houses in Yazd city, Iran. To achieve this purpose, five general principles related to the lifestyle
of inhabitants in Zoroastrian houses were obtained through probing ideological sources,
worldviews, concepts related to lifestyle and house architecture, and it followed by looking
into selected cases of Zoroastrian houses based on the principles derived from the concepts
relevant to the ideology of the inhabitants of these houses. These general principles are as
follows: 1- The principle of worship in the house 2- The principle of ritual purification in the
house 3- The principle of livelihood and eating in the house 4- The principle of collective living
and social relations in the house 5- The principle of light and lighting within the house. This
study is a qualitative research which is based on the descriptive-analytical method. During the
study, content analysis and logical reasoning methods have also been implemented in order to
fully analyze the data. Furthermore, the references and information have been gathered through
field and library study methods.
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