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The study of desirability of private semi open spaces from the
residents’ point of view (case study: residential apartments in
Sabzevar)
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Abstracts

In the last few years, the urban population growth, the upward trend in housing prices and its
conversion into economic goods, and the structural pattern alteration from traditional to modern
have resulted in degradation in both quality and size in semi-open spaces compared to the past.
This issue, being observed in the city of Sabzevar, endangers mental security, health, and life
quality. Thus, considering the importance of root-cause analysis for the existing problems, and
understanding the status of the current semi-open places, the desired functionality of these
spaces has been the purpose of this study. This study aims to provide adequate answers to the
following questions: Which parameters impact the functionality of a balcony as an example of
a semi-open space, and how desirable and significant are these factors. Considering the
theoretical background, four components of somatic, social, operational, and cognitive factors,
including their corresponding criteria, are examined to investigate the association between
human-beings and such spaces. As a result, the balcony is regarded as a private semi-open
space. This research has been done subjectively, and has been carried out based on
documentary research, field research and questionnaires. Fifty questionnaires were distributed
among residents of Sabzevar who live in flats with balconies to conduct the case study.
Analyzing data using (SPSS.26) proves that the balconies are predominantly applied for
laundry drying and keeping plants. Among somatic, cognitive, operational, and social
components the operational component has the greatest, and the social component has the
slightest significance from the residents' perspective. On one hand, safety and security are more
desirable. On the other hand, the possibility of interaction with family members and people in
public is less desirable. The difference between the desirability and importance of each
criternnnfrmmeee ressssssss ttttt  ff wwwwfTf yyeerceiii eee nneee crtteria of interaction with
family members and the flexibility, represents that this type of space cannot fulfill the current
needs. As a result, more attention should be devoted by designers to these deficiencies.

Keywords: Semi-open space, Balcony, Residential apartment, Relationship between humans
and Environment
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