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“Fairclough believes that people can be positioned within different
and competing ideologies, and that this can lead to a sense
of uncertainty, the effect of which is to create an awareness of
ideological effects (Fairclough 1992b). This standpoint draws on
Gramscis idea that ‘common-sense’ contains several competing
elements that are the result of negotiations of meaning in which all
social groups participate (Gramsci 1991). Hegemony is not only

dominance but also a process of negotiation out of which emerges
a_consensus concerning meaning. The existence of such competing
elements bears the seeds of resistance since elements that challenge

the dominant meanings equip people with resources for resistance”
(Jorgensen & Phillips, 2002:76)
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“Denotation tends to be described as the definitional, literal,
obvious or common-sense meaning of a sign” (2007: 137).
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“Denotation simply involves a broader consensus. The denotational
meaning of a sign would be broadly agreed upon by members of the
same culture, whereas no inventory of the connotational meanings
generated by any sign could ever be complete. However, there is a
danger here of stressing the individual subjectivity of connotation:
ntersubjective responses are shared to some degree by members

of a culture; with any individual example only a limited range of
connotations would make any sense” (Chandler, 2007: 139).
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1. “My concern is that this sense of power has displaced the former, more
traditional one, and more importantly has helped divert attention from the
analysis of power asymmetries and relations of domination” (Fairclough,
1995: 17).
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