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Keywords: Background: Textbooks have been the main and official source of transmitting the values of society
Gender Representation, to students and a very powerful force in the process of forming gender roles of children and
Critical Discourse adolescents. In this study, gender representation and identification of gender relationship in the
Analysis, English language textbook of the second year of high school in Iran is considered.

Context, Aims: Identifying the basic components of gender discourse in Persian and English literature and
Background, social science textbooks in the second year of high school

Textbooks Methods: Quantitative and qualitative content analysis is a combination. Qualitative content analysis

of the text of lessons and pictures has been selected, in which the quality of representations has been
examined. Quantitative content analysis method is also used to quantitatively compare the number
of images, feminine and masculine nouns and pronouns. The statistical population of this research
was the whole English language textbook of the second year of high school and the results of the
research were examined using the mean, f and t test.

Results: Content analysis of books has also shown a traditional and clichéd approach and
disproportion and balance, especially in expressing emotional feelings of attention to both genders.
Conclusion: Ignoring the educational reality of female students and not reflecting it in textbooks

Received: 07 Aug 2021 does not seem very logical. Also, in order to improve the situation, a cultural background must first
Accepted: 10 Sep 2021 be provided. This research showed that the reproduction of sexist discriminatory stereotypes is done
Available: 22 May 2022 covertly and sometimes openly in educational books through images and literary texts.
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Introduction

Today, planners at the micro and macro levels are
aware of the importance of the role of women in
advancing the goals of society. However, the cultural
conditions prevailing in the society still show
interests in the society which prevent the real
appreciation of women's activities in the society. One
of the important indicators that is considered as a
measure of gender development and women's
empowerment. Today, the importance of education
and its necessity is not hidden from anyone (Unesco,
2006). People in the community pay special attention
to education and schools because the future of young
people and their children depends on education
(Reagle, 2018: 125). Most experts believe that formal
education and school environment is one of the main
agents of socialization that in competition with other
factors in society can affect the attitudes, beliefs and
behavior of learners (Brint, et al. 2001: 28) among the
elements., Constituent of educational systems,
textbooks are more important due to their impact on
the audience (Saifollahi and Ebrahimi, 2007: 67). In
fact, textbooks used in schools play an important role
in educating learners (Toci, Aliu, 2013). They are
potential tools that help to create a favorable attitude
in learners. It is through textbooks that learners gain
an understanding of themselves (Sumalatha, K. &
Ramakrishnaiah, D., 2004: 62-63). Learning and
motivation of students trained through Tanavah is
higher than students who have been trained through
the usual method (Barat Dastjerdi Negin, Abedini
Yasmin, 2016: 391-407). Textbooks have a
significant impact on the development of children's
gender role (Hasasi, 2006). Because what is taught to
students includes many gender stereotypes (Zare et
al., 2010). Therefore, textbooks are the first and
official source of transmitting the values of society to
students and are a very powerful force in the process
of forming gender roles of children and adolescents
(Taylor, 2003: 300-311). According to Forouli,
children's perception of gender is greatly influenced
by images and textbooks (Froutan, 2010). This raises
the key question of what do school textbooks teach
our children and adolescents about gender? It should
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be noted that the need to ask such a question in
countries where the education system is centralized
and the textbook is the main source of information
and cultural transmission and plays a major role in the
process of gender socialization of students
(Mosalinejad, 2008), is very important. This study
seeks to answer the question of how the basic
components of gender discourse are represented in
the books of Persian literature and English and social
sciences in the second year of high school. Given the
deep roots of how gender concepts are formulated, we
use critical discourse analysis theory to understand
the dimensions of the subject and the qualitative
nature of the research. In another study, gender was
in favor of girls as a significant predictor of the three
subscales of emotion  attention,  emotion
differentiation, and mood reconstruction. Comparing
the status of ideological and interpersonal identity,
interpersonal identity had a greater predictive ability
(Rahiminejad, Anjodani, 2016: 216-234) and (Lee,
Collins, 2008) One of the reasons for the growth of
discourse theory is the changes that took place in the
field of language in the 1970s and in theories such as
monotheism, critical theory and structuralism in the
1960s and 1970s (Howthorn, 2012). In constructive
discourse, it is only by distancing oneself from the
traditional role of information transfer and
approaching the concept of information interaction
that one can revive identity and social relations in the
social world, a change in favor of social, historical
and cultural reality, and ultimately human
knowledge. (Shokri et al., 2007: 40-49) In another
study, the purpose of predicting the academic
achievement of high school girls and boys based on
self-control, addiction to technologies (Internet,
mobile phones and computer games) And suffering
from attention deficit / hyperactivity disorder
(Abedini Yasmin, 2016: 79-97).

Method

Considering the subject of the research (how gender
is represented in the English language textbook in the
second year of high school) and the features of the
content analysis method, which usually emphasizes
the essence of the message and the answer to the
question of what and how; The research method is a
combination of quantitative and qualitative content


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/JPS.21.111.559
https://psychologicalscience.ir/article-1-1366-fa.html

[ Downloaded from psychological science.ir on 2022-06-26 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/JPS.21.111.559 ]

Monthly Journal of

analysis. In the method of qualitative content
analysis, the text of lessons and pictures has been
selected, and in this section, the quality of
representations has been examined. Quantitative
content analysis method is also used to quantitatively
compare the number of images, feminine and
masculine nouns and pronouns. The number of
authors and book designers will also be compared by
gender. The number of male and female characters
present in the textbooks of each book is compared; In
this section, it is not important to repeat the names,
but the number of characters of each gender in the text
of each lesson is compared. Finally, the number of
authors and poets of lesson texts in each book is
examined by considering their gender. Due to the
nature of the latter method, the information pre-
recorded in the English language textbook in the
second year of high school has been examined by the
reverse questionnaire method. In this research, the
title unit of English language books in the second year
of high school, the text unit, each of the courses of
these books, and the registration unit include
elements of a text (pictures, names and pronouns,
sentences), counting unit, number of names, pictures
and sentences and The unit of analysis is gender (male
or female). In every English language book that is
examined; To count the number of masculine or
feminine nouns, masculine and feminine nouns are
identified and counted in the text of each lesson.
Words such as man, boy, man, husband and male
names and words such as woman, woman, girl, etc.
are counted among the feminine words. In image
counting, any image that shows a male or female face
is counted. (Of course, in images such as marches, the
whole picture is analyzed.) Also, in each book,
authors and designers of each gender are counted and
compared. This work is also repeated for the authors
and poets of the texts of the lessons of each book. In
each book, the number of courses that introduce
characters of each gender; Have been compared. The
text of the lessons and pictures have been
qualitatively analyzed. Answering the questions
about the quality of representations for each gender in
these books and how gender stereotypes are
reproduced in the text of lessons and pictures; The
qualitative content analysis section constitutes the
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research. Tool In this research, the content analysis
method has been used. In content analysis, the
researcher has analyzed specific messages in order to
answer the research questions (Azar, 2001). Content
analysis in Shannon entropy technique The steps of
this method are as follows (Zohravandeh, 2006). 1.
The desired frequency matrix should be normalized.
For this purpose, the linear normalization method is
used: 2. The information load of each category must
be calculated. The following relation is used for this
purpose: (Samadi, 2001)

Fij (1=1,23,.n,]=1.2,...

p= m)

=
j m
>
i
=1

2. The information load of each category must be
calculated. The following equation is used for this
purpose:

m e —
_ 1
Ej=KZ »jjuij (i=12...m) K=
h=1 Lnm

3. The coefficient of importance of each category
must be calculated. Each category that has a higher
information load is more important. For this purpose,
the relation (Wj = Ej / (JEj) is used (Baker, 2003).

The study of data in this study is done in the form of
reading and out of nine books that have been taught
in Iranian schools in a gquantitative and qualitative
manner using content analysis technique and
according to the model of Mount Fairclough for
researchers in the field and according to That the
researcher is free in determining the criteria and
framework for content analysis, the components of
the names of the images are collected from inside the
books, then the frequency of each component is
determined so that in addition to the use of each
component in each book and educational level, the
difference in usage of each To analyze one of them, it
should be noted that the frequency of components in
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each book and base have been collected without
repetition in each lesson in order to provide a
comprehensive and accurate analysis of the presence
of those components.

Results

Findings that the book of social studies had the most
attention to gender-related images, and the English
language book had the least attention to gender-
related images. Figure (1) shows the information
related to the observations from the English language
book:

first lesson third lesson

second lesson

Male Female
names " names
Female w—— Female == Male images
pronouns images

Masculine pronouns

Figure 1. Frequency and percentage distribution of English language
books in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth years of high school

According to the mean and f results and the results
obtained in t-test show that between the socialization
of gender roles by parents and genderization of
children's independence  from parents and
genderization of entertainment and genderization of
roles and feminization of emotional and gender
feelings There is a significant relationship between
space and place.

90
80
70

60 / /

Genderization of
spaceandplace
Children's independ

from parents

Figure 2. Frequency distribution and genderization of space and
place in the English language book

. Genderization of roles

G of
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Conclusion

The books studied in this research show the very large
presence of men and a small number of women in
quantitative components such as pictures, names,
authors of lessons, authors of lesson texts and
characters present in the texts. 95% of the pictures,
85% of the names, 95% of the introduced greats and
celebrities, 93% of the writers and poets of the
textbooks, 76% of the authors and the planners' group
and 87% of the characters in the textbook are men.
Qualitatively, these books introduce men as wiser,
wiser, stronger, more managerial, and more worthy.
Women often cry and express helplessness, and the
tasks assigned to them are at a very low level. It must
be admitted that textbooks, especially Persian
literature, in addition to being influenced by the
purposeful intentions of the authors; More
importantly, they are influenced by the literary,
cultural and historical heritage of Iranians. If a
correction is to be made; In addition to bringing
women writers and authors into the field and
observing fairness in quantitative indicators of
representation of both sexes, such as images, names
and people present in the text of courses, etc., the
quality of representations should be considered and
above all, correction. Gender attitudes in society
should be done in a cultural way and cultural activists
in all fields should pursue and consider the above in a
targeted manner. The fact is that women in our
society today are active in various social spheres.
Today they can be seen in literary and scientific fields
such as olympiads and universities, offices and jobs
outside the home, even political positions and sports
fields. However, this level of attendance is not
comparable to men; But ignoring this amount of
social reality and not reflecting it in textbooks does
not seem very logical. Also, to improve the situation,
a cultural ground must be provided first, and one of
the important tools to achieve this goal is textbooks.
This study showed that the reproduction of gender
discriminatory stereotypes is hidden and sometimes
overt in educational books through images and
literary texts. The results show that the images and
texts of the books are old and traditional and do not
correspond to today's Iranian women's society. There
were more male roles and the unequal and
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discriminatory view of women was a kind of
emphasis on the superiority of men as the first sex
over women as the defeated sex and the second. In the
present study, according to the content analysis of the
English language textbook of the second year of high
school, the bitter fact was revealed that the education
policy on the role and presence of women has been a
discriminatory view. Practical ways to compensate
for this shortcoming include: Considering the
interests of men and women in legislation and policy-
making and planning, political reform, reproducing
educational  resources, facilitating continuing
education for women, creating a safe educational
environment, and Suitable for both gender groups,
changing and developing approaches and optimizing
teachers' skills can, to some extent, provide social
justice and non-discrimination for women in
textbooks. The fact is that women in today's mother
society are active in various social spheres. Today
they can be found in literary and scientific fields such
as Olympiads, and universities, offices and jobs
outside the home, even in political positions and
sports fields. However, this level of presence is not
comparable to men; But ignoring this amount of
social reality and not reflecting it in textbooks does
not seem very logical. Gender inequality in textbooks
doubles this serious need and determination in policy-
making and social orientation in education in favor of
the concept of justice in gender equality. It is
incumbent upon those in charge to reproduce and
rewrite educational materials and apply gender justice
to women's social identity in order to develop
indicators of social and educational progress in the
country.
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