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Abstract

The universals are one of the controversial topics that have attracted philosophers’
attention since Aristotle. E. J. Lowe is an Aristotelian Philosopher who has worked
on universals and on other philosophical concept such as substance, accidence and
so on. This article tries to perform a critical analysis of Aristotelian theory of
universals according to E.J.Lowe's viewpoint. We will explain Lowe’s argument and
his defense in favor of realism will be analyzed. lllustrating weaknesses of opposite
theories, he rejects all possibilities but Realist’s claim. Lowe believes that his view
is able to provide a powerful explanatory framework for natural law. Without
universals, Lowe holds, natural events are nothing but permanent regularities that
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originate from accidental generalization. So universals play a key role in his
ontological system and only with the aid of them natural laws are justifiable.
Propositions of natural laws deal with nature of entities, namely universals, whereas
particulars instances by themselves are not able to establish a firm basis for natural
laws owing to the fact that particulars refer to existent state of affairs. Following
Avristotle, Lowe argues that Immanent universals are more reasonable. He holds that
universals are abstract (by abstract, he means the entities that don’t have
spatiotemporal features) because he thinks that concreteness of universals has some
contradictory results (concrete entity is not abstract). We will consider strengths and
weaknesses existing in his ideas. Authors believe that universal thanks to their
different nature could be (and actually are) concrete.

Keywords: E. J. Lowe, Universal, Realism, Nominalism, Abstract.

Problem Statement

E. J. Lowe holds that universals are abstract entities (by abstracts, he means, what
are not in any space and time. In addition, an abstract entity does not enter a causal
relation with entities that exist in space and time). He thinks that concreteness of
universals leads to a contradiction, namely, characterizing an entity by different and
opposite properties. For example, consider “humanity’:

It is a universal that has many instances. Accepting Realism, we admit that
“humanity” which Aristotle possesses is identical with Plato’s humanity. If one
believes that humanity is a concrete entity, he/she should consider it as a space and
time occupant. In other words, humanity exists in space and time. The universal
existing in space and time either is wholly present in every instance or each instance
has a part of it. It is obvious that humanity is not distributed in instances because we
intuitively know that Aristotle is a human and his humanity does not depend on Plato
or other humans. Now, consider that Aristotle is in his home and Plato is in his
Academy. It means that they are occupying different places. On the other hand,
concreteness of humanity has convinced us to accept that “humanity” is wholly
present in place of its instances (Aristotle and Plato). Given symmetry and
transitivity of the relation being wholly present in the same place as, Aristotle should
be wholly in the same place as Plato which obviously is false.

As concreteness of universals leads to such a problem, Lowe believes in abstractness
of universals.

Method

At first step, Lowe’s main ideas will be explained. In this part, we will propose
definition of universals. Then, we will consider Lowe’s argument in favor of
Realism, in addition to his critiques about Nominalism, Resemblance theory.
Abstractness of universals and its argument will also be explained. In the last part of
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the article, we will analyze and evaluate Lowe’s arguments and add our view about
the concreteness of universals.

Findings and Results

Although E. J. Lowe has developed discussion of universals properly, there are some
vague points in his idea about their abstractness. It should be clearly explained that
where are universals (by where, we do not refer to place but the world in which they
are). Are they in the human's mind? Are they immaterial entities that exist
independent of minds? We think that “abstract” in Lowe’s ontology could possess
two sense: first, a mental entity that depends on human’s mind and thought. Second,
something that does not depend on the mind. In the latter case, Lowe’s universal
somehow will end up with “Platonic ideas”, while he rejects such a view. The sole
difference is that Plato contends that the abstract world has priority over concrete
one, whereas Lowe holds that universals depend on their instances. He believes that
universals should have some instances and there is no uninstantiated universal. On
the other hand, one who interpret “abstract” as “mental”, admits of Nominalism
indirectly. Nominalists think that universals are only results of mental or linguistic
process and there is no universal beyond the mind and language. Therefore,
abstractness of universals leads to Platonic ideas or nominalism, both of which Lowe
rejects.

The authors believe that universals could be concrete and the problems raised by
their concreteness originate from ascribing features of particulars to universals. The
nature of universals differs from particulars and such a different nature allow it to
scatter across instances.
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