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Abstract

Berlin and West are the political philosophers who have analyzed the concept of
positive freedom in Spinoza's thought. In trying to explain the meaning of positive
freedom in Spinoza's thought, they have adopted different interpretations and
insights and have reached different results. Berlin in his paper two concepts of
freedom considers Spinoza's theological political treaties as root of the defense of
the authoritarian and the disregard for individual liberties. While West has taken a
more comprehensive approach to defending Spinoza's political thought, and with a
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broader analysis of the dimensions of the concept of positive freedom (ontological,
ethical, and political) in Spinoza's thought, he believes that positive freedom does
not necessarily lead to authoritarianism that Berlin attributes it to the political
theories of rationalists such as Plato, Fichte and Hegel. In the present article, while
explaining the arguments of these two thinkers about the concept of positive
freedom, we will explain how true Berlin's accusations against Spinoza's political
thought are. The final proposition is that Berlin's views on positive freedom stem
from a reductionist approach and an incomplete reading of the concept of positive
freedom in Spinoza's thought, focusing only on some of Spinoza's positions in the
theological political treatise. However, the West reading is more realistic and
comprehensive due to its attention to various ethical, ontological, and political
dimensions.

Keywords: Positive Freedom, Spinoza, Authoritarianism, Berlin, Rationalism,
West, Ontology.

Problem Statement

Nearly thirty years ago, a debate took place between David West and Isaiah Berlin,
two contemporary political philosophers. The content of this conversation was the
two thinkers' reading on the concept of positive freedom in Spinoza's thought, which
was later published in the Journal of Political Studies. Most commentators consider
Spinoza's Berlin arguments for his reading on the concept of positive freedom in
Spinoza as a result of a lack of comprehensive knowledge of Spinoza's ontological
and moral views and a disregard for the liberal characteristics of his thought.
Accordingly, Berlin's approach to the two concepts of freedom and his other writings
on Spinoza's thought lacks a deep and serious reading of Spinoza, and there is no
doubt that his attitude is largely wrong (Steinberg, 2010, p 210). In the following
decades, much controversy arose among political theorists about this article. The
vast majority of these commentators rejected Berlin's positive assessments and
interpretations of the concept of freedom, citing thinkers such as Spinoza, Kant,
Locke, and Green in an attempt to save Spinoza from Berlin's strife and accusations.
In this article we will first examine the ontological and moral foundations of the
concept of freedom in Spinoza's thought, then we will discuss Berlin's account of
positive freedom and his critiques of rationalist philosophers, including Spinoza. We
also devote a section to West's reading of the concept of positive freedom in the
thought of Spinoza and Berlin. Finally, we will evaluate and conclude.

Method

In this research, we have used descriptive-analytical and comparative methods. We
first describe and analyze the views of Spinoza, Berlin, and West on positive
freedom. Then, in the evaluation section, we will answer the above questions while
matching and mentioning the commonalities and differences between these two
thinkers and Spinoza.



Findings and Results

It is not easy to classify Spinoza's political thought as one of the authoritarian ideas
that Berlin attributes to its rationalists. Berlin's presuppositions about Spinoza's
thought are undeniable; qualities such as rational autonomy, moral monism, equality
of liberty and rationality, and obedience to rational commands are inseparable from
Spinoza's thought; But it is worth noting that not all of these assumptions necessarily
require objective realization abroad. Thus, one of the basic components that Berlin
did not pay attention to was the geometric method in Spinoza, the geometric method
does not exist in the rationalist philosophers whom Berlin named. This method has
two requirements: one is to extract dogmatic and certain results in the framework of
conventional sciences, subject principles, definitions and theorems, which is in the
field of theory and ideal. The second requirement is to accept the relativity of
geometry in the outside world Let's face it, we have to give up that theoretical dogma
and give in to relativity. So is Spinoza's discussion of freedom and the relationship
of the people to the government. It seems a bit authoritarian in theory, but in practice
and ontologically, Spinoza recognizes man as a very fluid being. One of the most
important results of the geometric method in Spinoza's thought is his relativistic and
pluralistic approach to explaining human nature and the concept of freedom in his
thought.

By presenting a prominent reading of moral and metaphysical arguments, West has
been able to enrich Spinoza's position on positive liberty and rid Berlin of unfair
accusations. Understanding Spinoza's political treatises must be done on two levels:
first, its appearance as a defense of a liberal-democratic regime that can guarantee
negative freedom in the Berlin sense of the word.
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