Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University- Iran
Ontological Researches

Semi-Annual Scientific Journal

ISSN (print): 2345-3761 (online): 2676-4490
Type: Research

Vol.10, No. 20
Autumn 2021 & Winter 2022

Journal Homepage: www.orj.sru.ac.ir

Reflecion of Pseudo Dionysius's Mysticism on Marion's
Thougt: the Transition from Aquinas's Analogical Ontology
to the Phenomenology of Love

Ali Sanaee’

Somayeh Khademi®

Abstract
This paper examines Marion's approach to Aquinas ontology. Marion shows that
Agquinas is not an onto-theologist by displaying the similarity of Aquinas' analogy
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with the mystical theology of Pseudo-Dionysius. In addition to this negative
approach, Marion uses the phenomenology of love as a positive alternative for
communicating with God. In his opinion, the erotic experience is an icon or image
of a relationship with God. He considers divine revelation as the intersection of
saturated and iconic phenomena. In analogy, we realize the absolute difference
between the existence of God (esse) and creatures (being) and the non-univocity of
being, but there is univocity between the "love to God" and "love to human
beings”. In addition to the phenomenological analysis of love as a basis for
understanding God's relationship with the world and man, Marion is not unaware
of the creationary and realistic aspect of love. Marion argues that, contrary to
Heidegger's view, the call or invitation to the “event of appropriation” (ereignis) is
subjective. In fact, Marion, instead of considering Being as an impersonal affair,
sees it as a transcendent subject that calls man to himself. Marion's theology can be
the source of new insights for analytic philosophers of religion who pursue the
ideals of necessity, totality, and objectivity, and who neglect the intuitive and

moral experience of religion.

Keywords: Marion, Mystical Theology, Pseudo - Dionysius, Aquinas,
Phenomenology of Love.

Problem Statement

Heidegger is one of the thinkers who played an important role in shaping
postmodern theology. He believed that Metaphysical theology leads to the
forgetting of fundamental ontology, and therefore criticizes theological ontology or
onto-theology. Although Heidegger sees natural theology as opposed to
fundamental ontology, he sees Apophatic theology, which is characteristic of
Eckhart's mysticism, as suitable for approaching the Divine. He also considers the
ontology of Aquinas to be onto-theological for several reasons, and this attitude
provokes a critical reaction from Jean-Luc Marion.

Heidegger's stance that Aguinas's ontology belonged to ontological type,
encourages Marion to take two conflicting approaches to Aquinas. Marion first
claims that Aquinas has a Stoic view on Being. In fact, in the Stoic view, the logos,
or cosmic intellect, which is sometimes referred to as God, is immanent in nature.
In this sense, the Stoics do not consider God as transcendent in the relation of
nature. According to this interpretation, being is a general concept that abstracted
from creatures and its attribution to God leads to a metaphysical, conceptual and
idolatry. Marion in the first step believed that Aquinas prioritizes existence, then
his view on God falls into the trap of modern ontology. Of course, he changed his
original attitude in 1982 and acquitted Aquinas of the onto-theology charge, given
that Aquinas distinguishes between esse and ens (Lyons, 2016, pp. 42-43). At this
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point, Marion claims that Aquinas' emphasis on the concept of “distance” puts him
along the early fathers of the Church and St. Dionysius. In Thomistic theology, the
existence of God is identical to nature of God, and this is absolute boundary
between the Creator and the creatures (Ibid, pp. 44-45). In this article, we examine
Marion's negative and positive approaches to theology. The negative approach is
tied to the importance that is attached to Dionysius's Apophatic theology, and the
positive approach is expressed through the phenomenology of love. Thus, the
passage from the Dionysian interpretation of Aquinas to the phenomenology of
love will be analyzed.

Method
The method used in this study is descriptive-analytical.

Findings and Results

Unlike Heidegger, Marion acquits Aquinas of onto-theology. Inspired by the
thought of the Pseudo-Dionysius, he seeks to discover traces of Apophatic theology
in Aquinas' Analogical ontology. In fact, Apophatic theology or the negative view
denies any claim of a informative and metaphysical knowledge of God and
underlies a pragmatic understanding of the Divine. Marion uses the concept of icon
to express the relationship between man and God. According to Marion, the moral
and emotional relationship of human beings with each other can be an icon or
symbol of human relationship with God. Then Marion took a negative approach to
God for escaping from the metaphysical approach to God, he uses the
phenomenology of love as a positive alternative to communion with God. In his
view, the romantic relationship between human beings is the basis for
understanding the relationship with God. He describes the divine revelation in
Christianity in the form of a saturated phenomenon. According to Marion, the four
traits of the saturated phenomenon correspond to the characteristics of the icon. It
seems that Marion's pragmatic view of theology, which manifests itself in moral
experience and love, is suitable for overcoming the defects of the analytic
philosophy of religion - which seeks to provide a necessary, general and objective
understanding of religious teachings.
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