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Abstract: International Student Mobility (ISM) is one
of the common strategies of countries in order to
achieve the goals of internationalization of higher
education. This article is part of a qualitative research
that has been done with a phenomenological approach
to explore the deep experiences of Iranian students in
universities of Belgium. The participants were chosen
with a purposive sampling technique, Semi-structured

interviews were used for data collection and the
Colaizzi’s method was used to analyze the data. The
findings based on students' lived experiences favors
‘the advantages’ of studying at the Belgian
universities, including the quality of teaching and
learning, quality of research, university facilities, and
improvement of “intercultural competence" due to the
diversity of international students and “increased job
chances" due to the universal reputation of Belgian
universities, international connections with other
universities and the industrial sections. On the other
hand, the findings also contain students' challenges
including language barriers due to insufficient
language skills, academic problems because of
differences in the educational system and socio-
cultural adjustment as well as some unpleasant
experiences such as discrimination and inequality.
Research conclusion based on the students’
experiences including a growth in their academic
experiences, intercultural competence, general and
individual abilities prove the relative success of the
International Student Mobility Program . However,

this  article  proposes some  solutions  for
improvements, based on the mentioned challenges by
the Iranian students, which requires more attention by
both the country of origin and destination.

Keywords: higher education, internationalization of
higher education, International Student Mobility,
international students, Iranian students
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