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The M osaheb Encyclopedia compilation process

Asghar Esmaeili*

Abstract

Persian encyclopedia of Gholam Hossein Mosaheb can be considered the beginning
of encyclopedia compiling in Iran; it can be a good model for encyclopedists in
terms of content and form. In this article, in order to follow the eligible methods of
Gholam Hossein Masaheb in the encyclopedia compiling, his steps were scrutinized
as following: (1) Meeting with the supervisors of the prominent encyclopedias of the
world, (2) Entry selection, (3) Codification of the method, (4) Providing a library for
the encyclopedia, (5) Selection of collaborators (authors and editors), and (6)
Writing style. In these sections, the opinions of Mosaheb, his colleagues, and the
reference experts about his activity and work have been analyzed and an attempt has
been made to examine his preferred methods in the view of scholars so that
encyclopedists and reference experts can use them.
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The 81 introductory pages are, in themselves, of great importance. Not only
do they give the reader detailed and precise instructions as to how to use the
work, but also they display the scholarly method with such exactitude as the
serve manual for aspiring to reach the high standards of authority in writing.
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