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Idealism as a motivating factor can pave the way for the development of human societies, especially in
rural areas. Therefore, the main purpose of this paper is to analyze the effects of idealism on rural devel-
opment in the Sistan region. This research is based on the descriptive-analytical method and is applied in
terms of purpose. Documentary and survey methods were used to collect information. The sample size
per village unit was determined using the Sharp correction formula of 40 villages. According to Cochran's
formula, the sample size for the head of the household unit was 381. The validity of the researcher-made
questionnaire was confirmed by experts on the subject, and the reliability coefficient was 0/856. Spear-
man correlation coefficient, analysis of variance and taxonomic methods were used to investigate the
effects of rural idealism on rural development. The results of the taxonomy of development by leveling
rural idealism showed that the highest number in both levels is in the middle group. The results of the

Key words: evaluation of idealism showed that Jalehie village in Zabol city (124/08) had the highest and Kang Emam-
Idealism, Villagers : dad village in Hirmand city (66/33) had the lowest level of idealism. Also Karbasak village from Zabol city
Rural development, :  (3/66) had the highest and Akondzad village of Hirmand city (1/86) had the lowest level of rural develop-
Taxonomy, Sistan ment and the overall result of the study showed that there is a significant relationship between idealism
region ¢ and the level of rural development in the villages of Sistan region (with sig 0/000).
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Extended Abstract have enormous human resources because development
is for human evolution. If we accept that people and hu-

1. Introduction man communities constitute the main body and the heart
of all-round and sustainable development, not only the

he idea of human-centeredness in the quantitative concept of people and communities but also

development process emphasizes the all the possessions and achievements of people must be
need to pay attention to rural areas that considered. One of these possessions is the power of
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thought, missions and ideals of human beings which has
a tremendous impact on human life. Therefore, man is a
value-seeking and idealist creature who, based on idealis-
tic thinking, has the possibility of infinite prosperity and
can create the best kind of life for himself and move to-
wards development.

Sistan, despite all the natural disasters, has an antiquity
of civilization and an idealistic level of thought among its
people. Revival of this feature among the villagers can
provide development for rural communities. The present
study aims to analyze the effects of rural idealism on the
development of villages in the Sistan region and seeks
to answer this question: what is the relationship between
rural idealism and the level of rural development in the
Sistan region?

2. Methodology

This research is of applied type and has benefited from
a descriptive-analytical method based on documentary
studies.

The statistical population of the study is in the rural unit,
all the villages of Sistan (796), and in the household unit,
the total rural households (51663). According to the Sharp
correction formula, the sample size of villages was 40 and
according to Cochran's formula, the sample size of house-
holds was 381. To determine the level of development
of the sample villages, the shortest distance step method
in the numerical taxonomy model was used and to de-
termine the level of the idealism of the sample villagers,
the maximum score obtained in a questionnaire (165) was
divided by the idealism theoretical levels of the research
(low, medium and high). SPSS software was used to con-
duct research tests.

3. Results

The results of evaluating the level of rural development
using the shortest step of the taxonomic model showed
that out of the 40 villages studied, 9 villages were in the
first group (low level of development), 22 villages were
in the second group (medium level of development) and
9 villages were in the third group (high level of develop-
ment), so most of the studied villages are in the middle
group in terms of the level of development.

Also, according to the score limit of the three theoretical
groups of idealism, out of the 40 villages studied, 3 vil-
lages are in the group of low idealist villages, 25 villages
are in the moderately idealist group and 12 villages are in
the group of high idealist villages.
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The results of the Spearman test to evaluate the correla-
tion between the two research variables, namely the level
of the idealism of villagers and the level of development
in the studied villages, showed that there was a signifi-
cant relationship (0.000) with the correlation coefficient
of 0.789 between the level of the idealism of villagers and
the development of villages. Therefore, with a level of
confidence of 99%, it can be said that with the increase
of the level of idealism, the rate of rural development also
increases, and vice versa, with the decrease of the level of
the idealism of the villagers, the rate of rural development
also decreases.

4. Discussion

In the present study, the authors have investigated and
analyzed the effects of rural idealism on the development
of villages in the Sistan region. The results showed that
22.5% of the studied villages are in the high development
level and 55% are in the medium development level. The
evaluation of the levels of idealism also shows that 62.5%
of the villages studied have been at the medium level of
idealism. In this regard, the results of the Spearman test
also show a significant relationship between the level of
idealism and rural development. It should be said that al-
though the results of this study that thematically indicate
the effect of idealism on rural development are not in line
with similar studies, in terms of the impact of idealism on
all aspects of human life, they are similar to the results of

the studies by Afshari et al. (2019), Asil (2002), Abbasi Shavazi
and Askari Tadooshan (2008), Kazemi (2010), Shkedi and Laron
(2004), Thornton (2015) and Thornton et al. (2021).

5. Conclusion

The present study, by analyzing the effects of rural ideal-
ism on the development of villages in the Sistan region,
has concluded that there is a significant relationship be-
tween the level of idealism and the level of rural develop-
ment. Therefore, by planning to create realistic develop-
ment ideals, we can facilitate the development process in
rural areas.
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