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Abstract

Today, climate change has become concern of the international community, and there has been
considerable solidarity to confront it. However, the Climate Change Convention, the Kyoto
Protocol and the Paris Agreement have failed to prevent climate change and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, and countries have shown no serious will to achieve climate change targets. On
the other hand, increasing greenhouse gas emissions have seriously damaged the environment
of the oceans, which naturally absorb these gases. This justifies Review of the obligations of
the CO2 states in terms of the Convention on the Law of the Sea. This paper, by interpreting of
Article 1(4) of Convention, concludes that greenhouse gas emissions are subject to the
definition of marine environmental pollution and consequently states parties to the Convention
have numerous obligations under the XII part of the Convention to protect the marine
environment against greenhouse gas emissions. The provisions of Part XIII of the Convention
are also a way of proving these obligations. Also, by proving that many of the environmental
obligations in the Convention have been or have become customary, one can speak of the
responsibility and commitment of non-member states to reduce and even compensate the
affected coastal states.
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1. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, (1992).
2. Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, (1977).
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1. Roda Verheyen, Climate Change Damage and International Law (Leiden/
Boston: Martinus Nijhoff, 2005) p. 139.

2. Ibid. at 139-143.
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1. Ibid. 194(3c), 208 and 209.
2. Ibid. 194(3a) and 210.
3. Ibid. 194(3b) and 211.
4. lbid. 194(3a) and 212.
5. Roberto A. Cémara Stougaard-Andresen, Climate change and the Law of the
Sea Convention, Master’s Programme in Maritime Law, (2011), 37.
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