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The Origins of Landscape Painting in Iranian Contemporary Art with Mahmoud Khan-e Saba
“Malek o-Sho’ara”

Narges Zekrali
Abstract:

Landscape painting is considered one of the most common types of painting in the world history of
art. Various natural sceneries and beautiful landscapes have always been a popular subject matter
among painters and of course their audience. During the history of painting many painters have
focused on landscapes and landscape painting as their main subject matter. Although landscape
painting, in the sense that the term is used today, originated in the 17" century and it is relatively not
that old, landscape painting as an independent subject matter in Iranian art is much more recent. This
paper presents a historical and descriptive study on the era of the emergence of landscape painting in
Iranian contemporary art. It also introduces some of the pioneers of this style, especially “Mahmoud
Khan-e Saba (Malek 0-Sho’ara)” through library research and field work. The result of this study can
be explained as follows: the origin of landscape painting in Iran dates back to late Qajar period,
“Mahmoud Khan-e Saba” is considered as one of the most important pioneers of this style of painting
in Iran and a significant number of his remaining works are landscape paintings.

Key words: Landscape- Landscape Painting- Mahmoud Khan-e Saba- Kamalolmolk.
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