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The Nature of the Guardian Council’s Supervision on
Elections is “approval seeking” or “information-seeking”’?!

By Dr. Aliyar Arshadi’

Abstract

One of the function of the Guardian Council (shoraye negahban)
specified by the Iranian Constitution, is supervision on Elections.

Article 99 of the Constitution has entrusted the Guardian Council with
the task of supervising on four elections namely the election of the Assembiy
of Experts for Leadership, the President of the Republic, the Islamic
Consultative Assembly, and the direct recourse to popular opinion and
referenda.

But in that very Article there is no explicit verdict on the nature of this
supervision as it is largely divided to two categories; “approval seeking”
{Estesvabi) and “information-seeking”(estetlaee).

Some legal writers and advocating are in the first one, while some others
are in favor of the second!

The issue, apart from political disputes, has, in this article, been
scrutinized from legal point of view and all available evidences, which favor
each of the two, have brought into the picture in detail.

Keywords: Iranian Constitution, the Guardian Council, Approval-
seeking supervision (Estesvabi), information- seeking supervision
(estetiaee).
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