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Abstract

How does ‘Allama Tabataba’1 define human sciences? It has been claimed that
he treated human sciences as constructed (itibar?) and practical sciences. In
this article, I examine constructed meanings, and deploying the library method
in collecting data and adopting the descriptive-analytic method in inferences, I
scrutinize the above claim. I believe that ‘Allama Tabataba1 does not put forward
an explicit definition of human sciences. What he says in his theory of construc-
tions (i tibariyyat) does not have to do with sciences as systematic pieces of
knowledge. Nevertheless, I seek to examine his view of whether fields of study and
propositions of human sciences are real or constructed in terms of two senses of
construction: the general and specific senses. A scrutiny of ‘Allama TabatabaTs
remarks suggests that there are serious challenges before any attribution of the
following views to ‘Allama Tabataba’1: the construction of all Western sciences,
treatment of each science as a science through a compromise or agreement by
experts, practical sciences not being constructed and their restriction to conven-
tional sciences, and treatment of sciences such as ethics and law as constructed.
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