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Abstract
Studies on successful countries in economic development indicate that
these governments have no choice except entering the process led by global
approach. It is necessary for the government to have coordination and
harmony in its national development plans and globally embedded
economy; this should be accomplished by foreign policy makers in
accordance with domestic politics and international environment as well.
This study mainly relies on the theory of developmental states, theorized
by Adrian Leftwich to analyse the role of international environment as well
as foreign policy in economic development in the Republic of Korea.
Moreover, this study aims to respond to a major question: what are the
main features of international environment and also foreign policy in the
economic development of South Korea between 1980 and 2010. The main
hypothesis provided here is that there were conducive features for
economic development in international environment, as well as similarities
and differences in the foreign policy activism in South Korea. The data
gathering method in this study is based on library resources. The method
of analysis is comparative combined with regional approach which focuses
on intra-country comparison in different periods of time.
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