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Background and Aim: The plea bargaining is one of the well-
known approaches in the field of criminal law, which was first
introduced in the United States and then has found a special
place in legal systems. The purpose of the present study is to
investigate the role of the plea bargaining in the criminal law
of Iran and the United States and its effect on diversion, which
is also examined from a jurisprudential perspective.

Materials and Methods: The method of the present study is
descriptive-analytical as well as citing articles, books and
related documents in the field of criminal and judicial law.
Ethical considerations: The present study has been written
while preserving the rights of authors and observing the codes
of writing ethics.

Results: Proponents of the plea bargaining see the agreement
as a way toward diversion and crime reduction, while
opponents emphasize the consequences such as presence
coercion, conviction of innocents, and lack of guarantees from
offenders.

Conclusion: Lack of comprehensive laws in this area in the
United States has led to challenges such as the conviction of
innocents. However, in the penal system of Iran, the existence
of restorative justice capacities provides a good opportunity to
acknowledge such an agreement. Therefore, the incorporation
of this approach in the penal system of Iran, apart from
reducing the volume of cases and court costs, elicits
reintegrative shaming from the accused.
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