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Abstract

Al-Mabda 'wa Al-Ma'ad (the Origin and the resurrection) is one of Ibn Sina's
philosophical works in which many significant issues of Metaphysics and
Natural philosophy are explained. It is noteworthy to say that later thinkers
such as Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi and Nasir al-Din al-
Tas1 have referred to this book. However this book has similarities with
other Ibn Sina's works, especially Salvation (al-Ngjat), it contains different
contents such as the perception of intelligibles, motion, the spheres and
soul. These topics are definitely invaluable for further development in the
history of Ibn Sina's reception. Since 1332/1953 to 1400/2021, four works
were published on this books, two works included the text and the other two
are Persian and French translations. In this article, having briefly introduced
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the book and evaluated the studies on it, it is meticulously examined the list
of the MS copies of the as well as close look at fifty copies of them.
Furthermore, the new detailed updated list of the work including seventy
one copies has been reported in the appendix. On the basis of the current
study, it is essential to establish a critical edition of the work as well as
avoiding the previous errors both in content and in methodology.

Keywords: The Origin and Resurrection, Ibn Sina, Critical Edition,
Metaphysics, Natural Philosophy.

Al-Mabda' wa Al-Ma'ad (the Origin and the resurrection) is one of Ibn Sina's
philosophical works which contains the most important issues of
Metaphysics and Natural philosophy. There are several reasons that
confirm the attribution of this book to Ibn Sina. Some of these reasons are:

1. Historical reports, especially report of "The life of Ibn Sina"

2. Reference of Ibn Sina in the book " Al-Mubahatat " to this book

3. The fame of attributing this book to Ibn Sina in the eyes of his
Contemporary philosophers.

Ibn Sina wrote this book in Gorgan around the year 403/1012 to 404/1013
and this book has been one of the important sources in the scientific works
of philosophers and researchers since its writing. Evidence of this is that
philosophers such as Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Nasir
al-Din al-Taist, Mulla Sadra and other philosophers have used the contents
of this book in their works.

Al-Mabda' wa Al-Ma'ad is the most similar to the book of Al-Najat among
the Ibn Sina's works, as nearly forty chapters of the text of Al-Mabda' wa Al-
Ma'ad have been repeated in that book; nevertheless, in Al-Mabda' wa Al-
Ma'ad, there are issues, arguments and explanations different from other
works of Ibn Sina in subjects such as perception of intelligibles, motion,
characteristics of the spheres, perfection of the soul, bliss and affliction, and
characteristics of propﬁecy.

Al-Mabda' wa Al-Ma'ad contains the results of the two great sciences of
Metaphysics and Natural philosophy. In Ibn Sina's view, the result of
metaphysical science is the knowledge of the first origin and the relation of
beings, according to their order, to that origin, and the result of natural
science is the knowledge of the immortality of the soul and its resurrection;
hence, Ibn Sina compiles this book into two general sections: the origion
(the first and second articles) and the resurrection (the third article).

In the introduction to the book, Ibn Sina says that his work is based on
facts that have been with the peripatetic philosophers. This does not mean
that Ibn Sina quotes every word that peripatetic philosophers believe in it,
even if it is fa?se, but the meaning ochhis statement is as follows: first: he
brings opinions from them that are correct and argumentative, and second:
if the appearance of their expressions seems incorrect, he interprets them
correctly. Ibn Sina also gives her own views and arguments in some chapters
of the book.

In this book, Ibn Sina has tried to solve the problems and ambiguities of
the words of the Peripatetic philosophers, to use simple and obvious
arguments, and to avoid writing too much.
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Since 1332/1953 to 1400/2022, four works were published on this books,
two works included the text and the other two are Persian and French
translations, however, all of the above works have shortcomings and
drawbacks that prevent them from being trusted as a edited and valid text.
Some of the most important critiques of these works are:

1. Lack of scientific introduction to the book and explanation of its place
among other related works;

2. Limited access to many important manuscripts;

3. Not explaining the characteristics and quality value of the available
manuscripts;

4, Inaccurate assessment of the independence or non-independence of
manuscripts;

5. not reporting expressions of other manuscripts;

6. Many problems in terms of incorrect reading or recording, omissions,
redundant words and incorrect fractions.

Therefore, in general, it can be said that the work done in this issue lacks
sufficient accuracy and observance of the criteria of critical edition, and it is
appropriate and necessary that this valuable work of Tbn Sina be edited with
fléll accuracy and by observing the principles and rules of manuscript
edition.

Also, one of the most important preliminaries for presenting a revised
and trusted text of this book, as well as research work on it, is to have a
comprehensive list of manuscripts of the book; to this purpose, we have
compiled a relatively complete list of available manuscripts of this book by
carefully searching in the existing catalogs of the world's libraries and
preparing many manuscripts of this book. This list is visible in the appendix.
In this list, in addition to editing the mistakes of the previous lists, new
manuscripts are also introduced.
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