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Abstract

So far, many scholars have studied Khayyam’s quatrains; however, nothing
more than some brief studies have been done as to his treatises, especially
the philosophical ones. Khayyam propounded important discussions on the
existence as a rational abstraction, discussions that have not been
ineffective in Islamic philosophical tradition. Historically speaking,
Khayyam occupies a prominent place in the gap between Ibn Sina and
Suhrawardi. Khayyam's most important philosophical treatise is Fi l-Wujiid,
a critical edition of which is contained in this paper. In his philosophical
treatises, the most principal issues Khayyam intends to solve are the
Universal Hierarchy (silsilat at-tartib) and problem of evil. In order to
explain that evil is non-existential (‘adamS and essentially cannot be
attributed to the Necessary Being, he first discusses attributes of things and
categorizes them to explicate which things are intrinsic and which are not.
He then states that the intrinsic attributes of different quiddities are
extrinsically in opposition to each other, the opposition which gives rise to
evil in this world. Therefore, quiddities are all good in themselves and all
emanated from the First Principle in accordance to the Universal Hierarchy.
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At the beginning of his treatise, entitled Fi'l-wujiid (On Existence), Khayyam
divides attributes into two categories, wujudi (existential or concrete) and
i‘tibarT (mental or abstract). Generally speaking, the reason confronts an
object and analyzes it and abstracts for it some rational attributes (ahwal).
These attributes are either simple or non-simple. The accidents such as
whiteness and blackness notwithstanding being universal concepts in the
mind, have an existence in the objective world (wujid- Fi'l -a’yan). These
attributes are named wujidi. On the other hand, some attributes such as
evenness for two don’t have any existence in the objective world, but they
have existence only in the soul (wujid- Fi'n -nafs). These attributes are
named i‘tibarT.

Moreover, Khayyam says that the problem of existence discussed between
philosophers (Xhl—e—hagh) and theologians (ghair-e-ahl-e-hagh) is more
complicated than that of other attributes. In t}%e major part of his treatise,
he addresses the questions propounded against the theory of abstractness
of existence. By Ahl-e-hagh, Khayyam seems to refer to some of Ibn Sina's
pupils who thought that existence is added to the quiddity objectively; for
instance, As'ad Ibn Sa'ld, the contemporary philosopher of Khayyam's time,
held that existence is added to the quiddity objectively. It seems that
Khayyam's thoughts have some relevance to Ibn Sa'ld 's thesis.

Then, Khayyam mentions a kind of fallacy in which the arguer does not
identify the difference between abstract and concrete things and confuses
them with each other. This type of fallacy is one of the most important
among the non-formal fallacies. Later Suhraward discusses this fallacy in
detail in his Hikmat al-ishrdg, in the section entitled rational abstractions (al-
i'tibarat al-‘agliyyah).

Khayyam also discusses the Necessary Being in his treatise. The Necessary
Being is an entity that cannot be conceived without the attribute of Being
even in the mind. All of the attributes of the Necessary Being are, however,
i‘tibari. The only wujtdi attribute of the Necessary Being is Knowledge (ilm).
Khayyam as a follower of Ibn Sina thinks that the Divine Knowledge can not
be conceived except as the intellectual forms.

Finally, it seems that the main intention of Khayyam in holding the theory
of abstractness of existence is to show that essences or quiddities are
metaphysically real. Studying Khayyam's treatises, especially his last
paragraph from his treatise "Fi I-Wujad", reveals that the quiddities in his
opinion are real things. The quiddities are all emanated necessarily from the
First Principle according to the Universal Hierarchy. Evil as a non-existential
thing arises from the opposition between the quiddities. Therefore in that
treatise, like the treatise entitled as “Darurat at-tadadd fi'l-‘alam wa’l-jabr wa’l-
bagaa”, Khayyam seeks to solve the problem of good and evil. He discusses
the attributes as a necessary prelude to the problem of good and evil.
According to his argument, the world is emanated from the First Principle
in a most perfect way. Therefore, evil as such does not have any place in the
world. This is a good criterion for identifying the real poems of Khayyam.
The other criterion is Khayyam’s conception that the creation isn’t absurd
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and without purpose. By these two criteria, many quatrains attributed to
Khayyam are excluded automatically.

In this paper, a critical edition of the treatise "Fi [-Wujid" has been
presented. Two iranian scholars, Reza Zade Malek and Jamshid Nejad Avval,
have edited this treatise previously, but the edition of each of them isn’t
without difficulties, because they have not had access to authentic
manuscripts. In the absence of a more complete edition, true understanding
of that treatise will be impossible.

This new edition has been prepared by the comparison of ten authentic
manuscripts. Three main manuscripts among them are the following:
manuscript of "Majles" (8" AH), manuscript of "éstén—e—%ods—e—RazavI" (of
unknown date) and manuscript of "Mar’ashi-e-najafT" (11" AH).
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